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Worlds of Survival.

Throughouth u man ki nd 6 s vemamgedto surviveeAs h g@s, alone or in
groups, our history is filled with tales of men and women surviving extreme odds and extreme
conditions.
Now at some point in our lives we must ask ourselves if perchance we as well might have to face
the time when we too could be calledreach deep within our inner most being to survive. |
wonder what answer will echo back. Could I, or you survive some unknown extreme
circumstance?

The following thre stories are of survival. | wmder how any of us might do if we were these
people, how wuld we survive?

Once again Eden.
Earth was devastated, mankind almost destroyed. Now one man has the key to humanities escape
from final destuction.Ashe guards the passagehumanities last chance afalvation, in to his
life alone beautiful,mysteriouswoman runs. Is she looking for hope and escape shé
something more sinister? Now uicklymust decide¢heir fateas mankind's laglays loom on
the horizon.

Frozen Earth
Three centuries into the new ice age one man leads a lost gf@eupvbvors across a frozen
world of death and danger. Pursued by an army of raiders and cannibals they struggle through
flesh tearing ice storms in hopesfiofding a new land. Somehow the pursuers must be stopped.
One raven haired woman in the survivagil®upmay be the key if she wasn't so leghin
herself. Struggling with her conscience, she will decide the success or failure of their future.

Sandwedge.
On a desolate planet the sole survivor struggles to avoid the creataepursue him. Perhaps

the very ones that destroyed the first colony 30 years earlier. Perhaps the same ones that killed
his father. Now faced with one final life and death situation he must decide not only his fate, but
that of the approaching flegtle must get to the oleblony ruins first and that coulde a

problem on a planet coveredth deepsands and thaidden things that live beneath

After you read these stories, ask yourself, could | have done as well? Perhaps better? Or
per hapsé.
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Once again Eden.

Preface.

Demos came and went. With all of mans technology, it only took a few days for civilization
to end. Al | of mankindds wisdom wasndét enough
Earth. All t he Itancugh. Demostadme andvwentlardl a seked fievd knew it
would return.

The powerful governments knew of the impending disaster and with confidence boasted
among themselves how the combined nuclear arsenal would put a quick end to the approaching
doom. Theyifed their rockets and the night skies lit with tiny white bursts. The asteroids were
broken into smaller chunks and the planet killers became a mere deadly rain. The fiery rain
ended after a few days, but decades of extreme weather would soon emengginLikis new
world became a fight rather than a challenge.

Cities vanished and most of mankind along with them. Those that survived looked to the
military and their bases that survived to hide from the roving gangs and raiders. Eventually all
forms of oder was lost and every person that survived was on their own. Survival became the
only option.

The craters caused by apocalypse brought a year of choking dust and cold skies. Then the
rains came as moisture from the meteor strikes in the oceans finadly teetall. The second
year wasalmost a year of rairCraters where once great cities stood, became huge lakes, the
choking dust washed into low areas and were covered by the waters forming swamps and bogs.
The third year brought long cold and freezingwss, while the fourth year brought warmer
weather. Thus began a spiraling cycle of environmental death.

Food that had became almost r@astent, started growing once again, until the clouds
returned and blocked the sun for years and the rains rarelylfatllooked up to see the sun, but
only saw a shadowy glare. Dust choked the skies, dust storms blew across the land. Then sun
heated the Earth and the water evaporated but rarely fell back as rain. Some said Demos stole
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some of Eart hOo smosstirenatisipalorgrwighitand t he
Some of mankind became survivors, the rest, went mad or died.

Through the dwindling ranks of the sane, rumors began to grow. A place called Eden was
awaiting any person that could find it. Most were too weak, many haadglgven up. Yet
among the sparse population a few brave souls would venture out to find this place where
mankindhad left so long ago.
People trying to find this legendary place would wander from place to place all the time hoping
t o find wdocalion.orhesefpdople bizcame known as travelers. They braved the
raiders, gangs and worse in hopes of finding that place of peace, of life, of hope. Ever hoping,
ever wandering, their bones fed the few seagers that survived.
Some sought Eden sailiige vast deadly oceans and were never seen again. Others wandered
the land forever seeking, forever dying at the hands of those that had no hope, that had become
madéor wor se.

Then there were the rumors of that terrible thing called Demos. It had besautde of
civilizationés demise, of mankindds near deatl
return and finish what it had sown. All that believed fell into despair.

There were but a handful that knew the entire truth. They were the onesahtatadly
would decide the inevitable. Yet even they slowly vanished from the stories of man. Some said
they went ahead to Eden, others ghely all had died.
The fact was, there was just one of those that knew, who was rumored to have remained. One to
determine who was worthy, who was not! One that vowed to stay when Demos returned.

Eventually even the rumors of this gatekeeper slowly began to fade.
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Chapter 1.

AJ arose and readied himself for another day of the game. Once again he would go out into
the rubble of his once beautiful city and hunt the intruders that sought Eden by force. And once
again he knew he might have to take another life, or lose his. Mdreare this daily routine
was no longer staying the game he had tried making it.

It had been a long time since the deadly Demos rained down destruction upon him and his
world. Soon it would be time for Demos to return. AJ just shrugged that fact affjamiped
into the shower and let the cool water rain down upon him, but today it just drizzled.

ADamn water pressure is down again!o AJ turn
dried off. snbt tTtlhbemer aioonéoé
He tossed the towel amthe floor and dressed. As he passed the faded and cracked mirror AJ
paused long enough to take a quick glance at himself. A talforigish man that had become
slightly weathered over the years. He stared at his well muscled body and flexed higiige ar
and grinned at higflection.
A ruggedly handsome man grinned back at him, |
done to you.o0 His gaze scanned his half <c¢l ad |
bad i f it wasnedd sfcoar saldnd holsde bdualmnet wounds. 0

The image grinned back at him again and with a wink the mirrored image tossed back at him,
ATi mes getting short AJ, you know youbre goi nt
lowered as he already knew the truth. Hetmeld e up hi s mi ndé. Forget E
and face Demos!

He frowned at himself in the mirror, then ch
to myself!d He paused a second then stopped a:
answeringgpour sel f i di ot ! o
Time after time AJ wondered if perhaps he might be going mad. Then his vow to protect Eden
would bring him back to reality. The one thing AJ never did was go back on his word and mad or
not, he wasndédt going to start now!
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Another hour passl all too quickly as AJ ate, then loaded up his electric 4x4 and headed out
into the muted sunlight. He stopped long enough to smell the dusty air, look up into the dust
choked sky, then off he drove. After a mile he stopped and jumped out of the sciall tr

Up a ladder that had been placed alongside of a two story building he scampered with the
long cloth pack slung over his shoulders and back. He quickly moved across the roof keeping
low, then jumped over to the roof next door. He ducked througiken out window, checked a
door he had blocked from the lower levels. Once he made sure no one had broken the seal on the
door, he scampered up seven more fligtitstairs.
Once on the roof, he slowly, carefully moved toward the low wall on the edgecathe the
binoculars as AJ scanned the rubble below and then working outward, toward the distance. These
were the only two structures still standing in over a mile. Around him only pile upon pile of
rubble that once were buildings lay. In the distancedudd see what was left of his once
beautiful town.

il know t hat bastard Snake is up to somethin
your bunch of animals in a month. What the Hel
scurried back to his 4x4. Hedked at the ecru sky squinting to filter out what sun there was.

Now and then the dust clouds would allow the sun to show through and the heat would soar.

nWel | at | east | have a breeze today, that h
the stars he sprinted and jumped back into his truck.

ADamn! No rain todayé. Again!o He shifted in
destination. AThe road | ooked al most <cl ear t o«
Through the rubble strewn sttedne swerved now and then cussing at hitting a brick or
something else that would resound with a | oud

Just knowing that any sound might draw the attention of someone, out there. Snake could be
laying in wait, jst like he had been all these years for him. Perhaps he might draw the attention
of the 6Scagsb.

Scags as AJ called them, were people that had reverted back to a near savage life style. They
scrounged or killed anything that they stumbled across. AtHesple called them Mads, but AJ
jokingly called them Scoundrels, Cutthroats,dAGoons, it stuck.

AJ was alone now and had been for many years. For him, the name Mads no longer applied, they
were beyond mad.
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The Scags pretty much learned to leave Adal they knew what he had done to them as he has

been thinning out their ranks for years. After almost twenty two years of killing them off in his

city and elsewhere, he had becomesapert at killing Scags.

Mostly they gave him a wide berth. Nottosayph ey st i | | woul dndét kil hi
the chance. Now and then a few might try to ambush him and AJ would leave their corpses to rot

in the midday heat. Lately AJ had caught himself getting lax.

AwWhat a wonder ful womlod . we flee mMbbsedme iNohbhé nD
ruins, death and insanity. Why ifitwa®t for é. SHI T! 110
AJ swerved around an old wrecked car. His truck skidded sideways in the dust street and came to
a stop about five feet from the wreck. From a bracket on Isis k& ripped his M6 and
qgui ckly put on the silencer. ADamn shoul d ha\
to shoot | could draw more attention to mysell

AJ shot glances in all directions as he screwed on his silencer and madevssrelear of
dust. fADondét remember that <car being here. Thi
truck door . He no sooner c¢limbed out the trucl
screaming. Two more ran from the shadows of another hgildiross the street.
AJ dispatchd all four.
He turned toward his truck and shot another climbing onto the rear bumper. With a bound he was
standing on the hood of the truck firing at more Scags as they sprinted from the shadows of the

surrounding ruins.el | eapt over the roof and into the tr
empty clip from his weapon and flipped to the other magazine taped to the first clip. Small puffs
of smoke and quiet pops came fromthelMb 6 s si | encer aupontheswrgpt af t er

until there were no more.

AJ cautiously scanned for more, there were none. Keeping his eyes moving he stooped and
coll ected the spent magazines and empty casi n;q
canvas bag. Slowly he gatheredallphis spent casings from around the truck, scanning,
muttering, AStupid AJ, stupid. For Godos sake
these getting shortéo The strain got to him a:
along cussingt himself. The Scag yells could bring anymore in the area and he could ill afford
to waste more of these bullets.

ADamn after al/l these years | still havenot
rubble filled streelths! o He swore under hi s br e
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He pulled out away from the more rubble strewn part of the city and down the mostly cleared
streets he drove. Now and then giving himself a pat on the back for the years of clean ups he had
done. He had insured many sHdnmeoralemisedabitt o t r avel

Finally he arrived at the heart of what was once his home town. Now all that remained of this
once thriving city were only a dozen or so partially collapsed buildings scattered throughout the
mai n street ar ewatcatomdr. t he t owndés hi gh

AJ looked around to make sure it was clear. His truck turned facing the road and was well
hidden beside a shack that stood next to the tower. He was ready for eety@akif neededAJ
sprinted out into the open and the few yards ovénédower being careful not to trip.

The water tower was a little over one hundred and fifty feet tall and had only one huge steel
enclosed support pedestal for the base instead of the usual legs. It had been newly built and
somehow survived untouched whthe rest of his cithad been demolished.

AJ quickly gained access to the towerds base
magnetic latch to the inside of the heavy steel door and by keeping a large magnet in his truck

and placing it on th side of the tower he could slide the bolts that locked the door from the
inside, to an unl ocked position. Once inside |
huge sigh of relief.

Up the tall metal stairs he scampered, resting only longgmto catch his breath, the
back to the climb.
ADamn AJ youbre getting old or out of shape. o
and up the stairs he sprinted mumbling to hi m:
el evator to get wup. o

He finally got to the small room at the top of the round stairs and closed and locked the
roomés door with a heavy <c¢l ang.

Wal king over to a set of gauges he tapped on
I f It getraimirdthe next week, the showers are going to be gone and back to water
rationing. o AJ sighed and shook his head sl owl
dried up.

His mind parted the veils of time as he pondered better times in tisis Warld he now lived
in. At first there had been only rain. Rain for months at a time which was good as it cleaned the
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ash away and quelled the many fires. Then came the years of cold and eventually the snows and
the Earth froze.

After several years thmins came back, but these last few years had been bad rain wise. The
aquifers had been replenished for a time but, now it had been the years of the sun, the heat and
almost eternal thick hazy sky that dried everything up. The sun would never quitéhsbirgh,

but the heat was always there. With little rain, he was getting low on the water he so desperately
needed.

AChrist! Stop your daydreaming and get to th
to the towers catwal k. ATi me to get to work. o

AJ walked over to a table that contained a large case and pulled out a huge ten shot .50
caliber rifle with a powerful scope. On the muzzle of the rifle was a monstrous halmema
silencer.
He slapped a clip into the rifle, pushed a few more into his pockdte/aliked to a doorway,
then up a few more stairs to a small hatch like door on ttex auall of the tower.
He opened it and crawled out onto a catwalk that went aroenolutiside of the water tower.
AJ had welded a short wall around the entire catwatk the years and now had the perfect
vantage point. Unless someone spotted him with binoculars, he was almost invisible. From this
vant age point he had sl ain many of Snakeds eV«
and did so without regret. €y never knew what hit them and this terrified Snake himself. AJ
could lay down and look through the many peep holes he had made. When he spotted something,
he could either shoot through the holes or jump up and fire from anywhere on the catwalk. There
were even a few places he could lay and shoot, but AJ stayed away from those when he was
tired. Boredom and lack of sleep could prove to be deadly.

Large numbers of Scags had also perished from this world by a well placed .50 cal slug. As
he scanned the ruiisor si gns of movement AJO0s mind wande
survivors of Demosdé arrival. Survivors that |
followed. The entire planet had been devastated and those that crawled out of tfedl mins
the categories of Scags or Normals. The Normals had split into those that survived and those that
preyed upon the survivors.

Then there was AJ. He was anmiitary sniper whom at the time had been home on leave
when Demos was first noticedady being noticed was too late for mankind and Earth. Less
than a tenth of the worl dds popul ation ever ki
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those that knew. They figured it was like trying to stop a tsunami with a shovel and by the time

of the discovery it was too late even for a shovel. The slapped together plans of man, failed

miserably, death and destruction rained down upon Earth, earth quakes like man had never seen
shook him to the very core ofiliziondidt ence. Man Kk

The ironic thing that always amused AJ in a perverse way was the fact he was home on leave
and was pulled off his leave and ordered to California. There he was among a select few to learn
of Eden, or at least he was told something of iteAthe apocalypse, it took him several years to
fight his way back to home as he was told this wheres Eden was located.

All the time the well hidden project was right under his nose disguised as a new kind of power
plant that was being constructed. dtigh the years after it was built and he had driven by the
area many times. Now those heavy concrete buildings were where he made his home.

AJ shook his head as his mind wandered back. There had been the lucky ones that were in
Eden before Demos. The sdiists, the builders and those fortunate to work for Eden went there.
That was then, since those years before Demos Eden had prospered, or so AJ was told. After
Demos was a completely different story.

Since Armageddon, over the years those that heard Boleathad come seeking it. AJ had
put signs up all over the state warning travelers to beware of the gangs and Scags. He welcomed
those that came in peace seeking Eden and warned those that came with ill intent they would die.

It was those early years loe¢ he knew the entire story about Eden he had just tried to
survive to return to his old home town which Eden just happened to be in. He arrived at Eden
and met its creator after spending several years on the road. He was new to the project and while
neve actually seei nadhihdleabqgutitEdends creator
Now fourteen years | ater he considered hi mself
and Eden togéer. It was in his hometown and the brass wanted someone that knew the area
well. He was briefed as Demos loomed on the horizon and arrived before AJ could return home.

But return he did, now at times he felt more like the Hellhound at the gates of kilidgs
those that were undeserving of entering. The bones of those that died trying to invade laid piled
in heaps where AJ hddid them to rest.
Now the years lay heavy upon him. Far too much killing, too much worry and the thought of
going out every danow became a dreaded chore. Nearly fourteen years of being alone with the
exception of the travelers.

13



Worlds of Survival.

Travelers would somehow make it to AJ with hopes of finding Eden. They all came with
different versions of what Eden was, yet they were ready to lgaredelves to whatever the
truth was. It had to be better thahat they had now.
A week or so to make sure they were worthy of Eden, they were allowed to enter. Keeping his
vow to Edends creator to wel come gthdrewerBat ¢ amé
those that came under the guise of friend and soon he learned to distinguish between real friends
and those that would try to destroy manki ndods
to walk down those hidden stairs, it was thpseple that littered the rubble with their decaying
bodies.

AJO6s thoughts were once again interrupted by
small city . He hefted up the .50 and peered through the scope.

ADamn just anot her ifdmightbe anbtleer reamingcpack af dogsahats e e
occasionally wandered into town in search of food and in turn became food for Scags or raiders.
He considered going out and seeing if he could make a pet out of the dog, but before he could
finish the thougt he heard a yelp and saw two Scags carrying the dogs body over a pile of
rubble.

AJ |l owered his eyes and mumbled, AMy God wha
pet, has now become food. 0

Movement once again caught his eye and he peered through piee $be Scags were going
over another pile of rubble. At first AJ thought he might follow them to wherever they made
their camp and kill the rest, but then he had
from his perch.
There were two small pis of smoke and two small sounds from the huge weapon that sounded
more | i ke O6PFffft, Pffft. The Scags fell and t
poor mutts body as they fell.

AnKil |l my dog wil |l ya! 0 AJ ausddiamsl pwered lis,eyeBd¢ot i n
he whispered, ASorry Pooch, I was too sl ow, y

The hours passed as they had every other day since his introduction to Eden. Boring, hot and
seemingly endless. His eyes hurt from looking throughsttope for hours, his body ached from
laying on the catwalk. AJ would get up and crawl to another position every ten minutes or so.
This way he kept watch on the entire town. |t
14
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and his men. Someday he knthey would meet face to face. That is if Snake ever got up the
courage to come instead of sending his medfi¢on his stead.

Someday AJ knew one only of them would walk away to live, to survive in this maddened
world, while the other lay dead in the dus

Hours drifted by as they had year after year. AJ kept moving, searching as he had vowed,
perhaps there would be no more travelers. Perhaps the only ones left were Snake, his men and
AJ. There had been no travelers in almost two years.

The sun started tsink in the west. It rarely poked though the dust cloud choked sky, but AJ
could see where the sun was through the cloudy veil of ecru dust.

ANo rain again today. o6 He bemoaned once agai
He walked through thdoor into the control room and bolted it shut behind him. He put his rifle
into its case and gently closed it. Before he walked down the many stairs, he looked at a long
cable and pulley hanging from a steel beam next to the stairs.

AHMmMmMé shoulled flasttakveayt down?0 He mused, then,
it tomorrow. o0 Today he wal ked down the stairs,
ride.

AJ climbed into his truck and headed home. H
totat stupid, dull drab, concrete bunker. o0 He s
again. .o

Ever scanning for danger he turned into the short drive and through the well protected
parameter of his Ohomeo. He p utkd doat ashtopgned r uc k 1
and watched the opening until the door shut wi

AAnot her wasted day. o AJ mentally compl ained
end my misery!o

He slowly closed the door to the garage area with a sigh.

This day had become just another day and tomorrow would be the same.

15
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Chapter 2.

A few more days passed and not a ssmnd, of Sna
something was up and Snake was planning another round of surprises. A couple of years ago two

travelers had made it past SnakeolsstAhbad and ar |
seen.
Killing travelers was $ofdhkiepossessoasskeepiogthe Ro b bi n

women and killing the men that refused to join became the norm. AJ kept trying to think of plans
to get the travelers safely to Eden before Snake ended their journeys. The problem was if he
should leave town to try torfd travelers, Snake might move in, so AJ was stuck into this rut day
after day, week after week of watching and protecting. The travelers would have to make it on
their own as others had in the past.

Each year Snakeods r ai deadsEadhgearhismenhadfomseve at t er
ever outward to find new sources of food. Evel
would be more food later was failing as the water table dried up and the farms died out. Snake
was getting desperate and hisglesr at i on meant sending more men
Eventually AJ knew Snake would have to make an all out raid. Snake had thirty or so men that
he knew of, AJ had AJ.

Once again AJ laid on the dusty catwalk floor, once again he peered through thasbop
mind wandered, once againsea w é . AMovement! o
He raised his head and wiped his eyes, then peered once more through the scope. Nothing!

AMan 1 &d&m | osing it! Why | could have swor é.
of rubble. The sumwas reflecting off something that caused his vision to see only a shape. From
over another pile of rubble fifteen yards behind the runner three Scags ran over the top and
toward the traveler. AChrist of all the days |

He swunghe scope onto the first Scag. AJ squinted and sighted in on the Scag, his finger
tightened on the trigger. Suddenly in front of his line of sight appeared the runner.

AMy God ités a girl!o He |l ooked agaion, ANoO,
toward the tower he was perched high upon. Still a good quarter of a mile away the woman kept

16



Worlds of Survival.

blocking his shot as she climbed the next rubble strewn pile. She stumbled which was enough
time for AJ.

APffft!o The first Scagquarterinfitdchedt. wi t h a hol e

As the woman cleared the last pile of bricks that was once a building. AJ got the second Scag
square in the head and it too tumbled to the ground making a crash as it fell into a pile of broken
glass. The female traveler twisteerthead to see how close the Scags were and stumbled. Arms
flailing she managed to keep her balance for another ten feet before falling flat on her face.

The last Scag was joined by one more and they sprinted toward the woman as she rolled over
onto her bak. She fumbled at a holster on her side and quickly pulled a small six shot pistol. She
pulled the trigger and missed. The Scags kept running in her direction. Closer and closer they
got. The woman squeezed off a shot, then another until she emptiaghher g

The Scags slowed and started walking toward her. The woman instinctively kept pulling the
trigger on the empty gun. The Scags stopped and grinned an almost toothless grin at her and one
pulled out a rusty old knife and licked his lips. She squeezettifger one last time knowing
full well her gun was empty.

The Scags stopped in its tracks and looked at her empty gun. A puzzled look crossed the first
ones face. It looked down at its chest as a dark red stain appeared on its raggedy torn shirt. It
looked back at the one behind it and safalitto the ground.

The woman noticed the Scags shirt now squirting blood. It looked at its chest, then her empty
pistol, then back to its chest. The last Scag looked as puzzled as the woman was as it too fell
backwvard onto the other Scag. One bullet had killed both Scags.

The traveler managed to pull herself up to her feet. She looked at her empty gun again with a
puzzled look on her face, shrugged and tossed it aside. The useless pistol was now just added
weightshe could ill afford to carry. Still trembling she managed to start running once again
toward the tower and the small building next to as they were the only intact structures around.

AJ looked down the scope of his .50 to make sure the area was cleayyitidy moved
along the catwalk, through the doors and flew down the top stairs grabbing a dangling rope aside
the raiing as he passed.
Going down was easy as he had installed a counterweighted rope. He grasped the rope and down
he went almost to the bom. Swinging over to the railing of the last set of stairs. He stumbled
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down them taking them three or four at a time and nearly falling. AJ managed to reach the
bottom and burst through the door about the time the woman rounded the corner of the tiny
shack that stood next to the tower.

As AJ swung the door open, the startled woman fell backward with a shriek. She held her
hand over her mouth in shock at AJ standing there in the doorway with an equally startled look
on his face.

AHoly Shit!l Evehathdoughyaur beauti ful .o AJ
AChrist! Did I just say that out | oud?o0

AfYes you did and thanks | guess, for the com
have you to thank for killing those savages, | figured¢hatpt vy gun of mi nd di dn

=]

Savages? OH Christ, you mean the Scags. o0
AScags?0

AJ walked slowly over and extended his hand and the woman grasped it as he pulled her to

her feet. AYeah, | <call them Scags. Tneeyodre p:¢
and went. They coul dndét accept the fact that
mad or c¢crazy, whatever. o0 Chuckling AJ told het

was still unsure of AJ or his motives, she kept a wary eye upon him.
AMakes sense | guess. My name is Ari, short
AOh sorry Ari, folks call me AJ, ever since

Ari smiled warmly and repl i edvebdeMomthéroasdJ am |
for six weeks now since raiders hit the farm \
AJ a huge hug.

AWedbd thought we were alone, that we were th
Wedd?0 AJ asked.

AOh sorry. When al hHwoleals ago my fakk teed heading for somge nt vy
place called Eden that daddy heard about. We made it about fifty miles from here and from what
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| remember our car broke down. We stumbled across this farm and just kind of stayed there. |
grew up t hleedk.adga&ihre asamd added, AWasnot easy fo
a sudden start living on a farm. But at least we had food and were alive. The old couple that took

us i n were so kindé..o Ari stopped in mid sent

AJ had led Ari around the stlato his 4x4.
AMy God does that thing actually run?o

n We | | it did this morning when I drove it he
She got in and slowly looked around. She slid her finger across the dashboard and made an
impression in the dit on the dash.

AJ grinned and replied to her next comment b
to roll up the windows and the dust is terribl
Al didnét say a word AJ. B e s ihdvwe beertsimgethe sur e t

tire blew out on the bicycle. o
AiBi cycle, you rode fifty miles on a bicycle?

AOh goodness no AJ, the tire blew a good thi

had to be sixtyyearsdl | 6 m gl ad it | asted that | ong. I h a
ités taken me so |l ong to get here to Eden. o

AYou think this Eden youd6re | ooking for is h
AMy daddydés map shows it here and | saw some
saw the tower in the middle of towné.o Ari 6s e

the entrance to Eden. o

AJ tried not to | augh as he knew Ari felt ba
tower i s, i's my water dsupgpliy amd stnhbat & sai anb aswto
rationing it.o

AYou mean you actually have a water supply?b9o
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AJ | aughed, Alf you count an ol d water tower
then laid plastic over to catch what little dew theréNéen it rains it falls through some tiny

holes in the middle. The hard part iIs getting
ACl ever AJ. 0 Ari smiled as she told him of t

water from the ground for years, but the last feang Mr. EIms ripped the top off our water
tower and kind of did the same thing. Then a few years ago the water in the well dried up and the
tower didndét supply enough to keep growing thi

AJ kept glanced over at this ravishing beauty and scolded lifoséaking his eyes off the
road. She wore only tiny tight shorts and although her legs were dirty and dusty, he could see
how shapely they were. Her tight tee shirt made no mistake she wore no bra as every little bump
he hit her shirt made sure to pbihout.

ACHRI ST! 0 AJ swerved as he avoided a | arge c
your é0

Ar i half heard his mutterings, ADid you say
AJust I need to watch the road cl oser é. And

he watched the road ahead instead of this ravishing beauty.

They made polite chatter as AJ drove through the partially cleared streets. Eventually he
pulled up to a drive and turned into it.

Ar i | ooked puzzl ed. AA carr waasshh 2 eShsd glno slkaeg
AWith all those buildings stildl standing, you
he did save her life after all.

AJ pulled up to the rear door of the building and twisted around to face Ari. She saw he was
deady serious.

AAri, please donét take this the wrong way,
from the south fifty miles from here, but | have no way to verify that. For all I know you could
be one of Snakeds women ad yhinng ttoco menetak i n to

Ari started to say something but AJ kept speaking.
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AThis car wash is really something an ol d pr
pul se generator. I bring everyone that comes |

AJ pushed a button and the door opened and he drove into the building. Ari could hear the
hum of a large generator. He stopped and turned the motor off, then pushed a button on a panel
next to his truck. The truck began to move as the door closed bebimd ltte nodded at the

huge arch in front of them as Ari 6s hair st ar:t
AMy truckdés systems and other i mportant item
| ocating devices, theyol]l be fried!o

AHMMMEé o Ar i mumbl ed an dovg and evéndightert skimgdy shortst i g ht
Aéand just where do you think | could hide a 't
Suddenly she | et out a squeal, AMy God what

through the arch, then haphadigrfell back into place as they came out the other end.

AJ roared with | aughter, AAnd that makes you
need of a comb. o

Ari moved his rear view mirror and straightened her hair and noticing how much dirt she had
gotten on her face made a feeble attempt to wipe it off her face.

AOh crap! 1 6m a mess! o
AYou | ook pretty damned good from here. o
She smiled war mly, A We | | you never can tell

your friends or owhmeeuvern nwe&dreen . ®0oi ng t

AFriends? Meet? Eden?0 AJ turned to Ari, nATr
family. Just me and the Scags and | try to avi
AYoué youbre alone? How |l ong have you been a
ANot counting the kecgyauircrdlf ét.r &vhelreareen, no,
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Ar i reached out her hand and gently | aid it
Thereds no one el se in town?bo
ANot a soul Ari. Just me and the Scags and s
one of them. Oh and this gang | eader named Sn:
some of his men in to get me. o0

He felt a gently squeeze on his knee and gl a
AJ 1 O6m so sor ry. notwandthenlscame dtranger woulth &rivef aad tath tales of
this place and how the raiders and gangs were being held off. How Eden was protected and
anyone trying to force their way into Eden was killed. We all thought there was a small army
here. 0

AJ roara@ with laughter as the truck came to a stop and the power that ran the arch dropped
and the high whine became silent. The door in front of them opened and AJ started the truck and
pulled out once again into the dim dust sunlight.

As the huge door closedied them AJ looked to the west.

ASuns going downé wil/ be dark soon. Now | k
can go to my place. o

Ar i smiled at AJ and teased, i I havenodot sl
afingeracrosshdas h once more and chided, fAé.and it h

AJ grinned and gunned the accelerator and the truck leapt to life. Through the streets and
collapsed structures, onward they drove until the truck turned into a large fenced iDdeve.
gate opened and as they pulled in, the one gate closed and the next one opened. Down a short
drive, they stopped again and another gate opened.

AWhatever you do Ari, dondét sl eep wal k. 0 He
seeasitvans hed around behind some other buildings.
an Elephanté. o AJ grinned, Aéor a Snake and al
section has its own power supply and a backup.

As they turned a corner AJ pointed 1o a huge structure, then another further away on a hill.
AWind turbines. Thatodéds where | get most of my
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Ar i smiled, then | ooked puzzl ed, AMost ? You

AJ turned and winked, AThat my ¢ordtt ygi ve all
secrets away on the first date. o

ADate, AJ?0 Ari bl ushed, AOhhhé date, sorry
was only twelve when the world endedéeréyou ki

since. My daddy andthdod coupl e and | were all that were
Now my daddy and the old couple are deadée. . o
She | ooked over and smil ed, Aie.l know you we

| 6m not very smart aboustfahayttévegygthndgdatul
Ar i half heartedly added, AThey had a wind gei
the artificial l i ght we needed to grow food t «

Ar i shook her head sl| owl \thagsdfthatdtnesbdfore niyl st i |
twelfth birthday, but not a lot. You see my mother died shortly after we arrived at the farm. She
had been hurt during the meteor showers that 1
it as far as she did, but | ttk she wanted to see her little Ari grow up. So she could teach her
little girl woman things. 0

AThat 6s ok Ari, |l 6m sorry itds just nice to
too much | know things must feel pretty serious to you. Esjpgeiih you losing all your
friends and family. o

Ari smiled weakly as she thought about the farm, the old couple that took them in and her
dad. She looked over to AJ whas pulling up to a large concrete building with one large steel
door in it. He was really nice | ooking she thi
go unnoticed. She chuckled to herself as it dawned on her that his is the first man hiaat she
met in this town and that she was now imagining staying with him. Her daydreams were cut
short as the heavy steel door slammed shut.

The lights came on and she could see they were in a large garage that held many other
vehicles and other contraptionse di dndét recognize. They got ou
door and as he was pushing buttons of the lock she giggled.

nWel | one thingdéds for sure. You sure take sa
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AJ smiled slightly as t Wwatchdydack, nocopedaanskodt.an i | h a
alarm. No one to protect except forthecw s i onal traveler. o
He grinned at her, ARGuess | figured i f nothin¢
arm around the gar age s p adatheguaid$ df Eden, iowm&k B r wa's
has six foot thick concrete walls and the steel garage door you just came through is a good seven
inches thick. I have filtered air, under groun
grinned at Ar ie wasianeldftin thenaateetable.iPbwet frone the turbines and
anot her source thatés undergroundé. 0 He pause:l

Ar i put her hand on AJ6s arm and smil ed, Al o6
must be soé. . o0

ALehy? Yeah it is.0 He motioned for her to e
door that separated the garage from the living quarters.

Ar i frowned where AJ coul dndt see her as agsa
was and how she $tiseemed to blurt out the wrong thing. And for some unknown reason since
meeting AJ, she was now making a fool out of herself even more.

nAJ | am So sorry. |l &m afraid my soci al s kil
teacher at a small school ne¢laeir farm before the end of everything. She taught me with the
many books she had up in the attic. She and father made sure my schooling was complete, but no

one taught me soci al skills. o

AMrs. El ms? 1 6&dm guessing thandwgsuoneadfinRkRe
AoOh God AJ, there | go again. |1 O6m afraid | |
with someone. | just think you know everything
gui et growling sound, Altostabkfrosanpdonegnewi
AJ smiled and gently touched Ari 6s hand, nl o

overl ook mine. 0

Ar i smiled warmly and stuck out her hand and
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Chapter 3.

AnAJ, myhadoddi nner was fantastic! And the f oo

childhood. Not to mention that wonder f ul des el
from her. AThen there was the hot showkr and i
wonders existed in this old concrete building
AThat 6s the whole idea Ari . Al anyone sees
wind turbine is there, but anyone tried to enter they get electrocuted,thejesu st t hi nk it
running sinceé. o AJ smiled, AWell thatodos why |

polluted lake behind me no one comes near the turbines, because just touching the water would
kill them. o

=]

A
N

o

ATher e us e demicabcormpex anthe othgr sidehof the lake, Demos took care of
that real quick and all the chemicals dumped into the lake. So if by some chance you thought
about going swi mminge. Dondét!o AJ | aughed, @ Nt
moreofa bog now and the turbines sit near the mi

Ari thought for a few seconds and asked, A AJ
Daddy mentioned he heard something about it |t
ADemos Ari, wel lwealtl istnidltl aarwawsnd.id i sé

AMy father heard some sort of warning, but t
and died later, my little sister, all dead. | remember the Earth shaking like an earthquake. We

never had earthquakes in Ohio that | remembdr. wasndét until we found t
Elms told us of Demos. He said somet hing that
AJ smiled at Ari and reached over to gently

you losing so many family members so close get her . 0

Ari | aid her hand upon AJOs and smiled back.
keeps me safe. o
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NnKeeps you safe you sound | i ke hebds stil]l al
AOh, | meant kept me safe AJé. | thought | s

AJ was smiling but something seemed strange. Perhaps it was the strain of being alone or
maybe she was unsure of his intentions. Yet she acted like she felt safe and she acted like she
liked him. He shrugged it off even though she at times looked une#sghaswas unsure of
somet hing. Hi s thoughts snapped back to the c

ADemos? Remember | asked you about Demos?0

AOh sorry!o AJ quipped as his thoughts focus
that circled aound the planet Mars. When we were pulled out of our missions and briefed the
scientists had come to the conclusion that Demos had been knocked out of its orbit by some
other large object, something the scientists called a dark planet. No one had tkasnittee
anything else because by the time it was spotted it was heading toward Earth. They said as it
came through the asteroid belt it drew some asteroids along with it. Well guess | should have
said a |l ot of asteroids. o

fiA moon hit us ?0

AJ smiled,ndtiNoDéAmosée. Wel | at | east not all
rockets launched a few long range ones and tried to blow it off course by detonating nuclear
bombs in front of it. Once it got close enough all nations fired everything they had asDem

Some hit, some didné6t, but we did manage to ki
Ari | ooked puzzled, A0k it didndot hit wus the
the sky before the earth shook, before the rai

Al t was s o oadsthat Demodpelledsfrom therasteroid belt and parts of Demos. |

seem to remember something |ike we blew up a

ARSo Demos is passed by and the earth instead
trashedci vi Il i zati on wi ped outé. What? This was be
| owered his head. He sat back in his chair ant
therebds so little | eft.o
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ADemos isnd6t gone. Jusmebef beresthenmesésrrest
He leaned toward Ari once again and looked her in the eyes.

AAri, Demos was schedul ed-two gearslatdr.Yourseedtoak hi t
a wide elliptical orbit around the sun andé. o
Arisnaped upright i n-tilwer yehmhaisr?. Tihlawe mtow | d make
AThis year Ari, in about two mont hsé. maybe |
Aé. and the Earth wild.l shake again |ike | ast
AJ | ooked down once again and in a |l ow sad v

Earth will die! They said it would most likely hit land somewhere here in the U.S. and the direct
impact would crack the planet wide open because this time it would hit the Earth dead on, not a

gl ancing blow Iike it woub#dl gavédEvbe fhesgl &an
woul d have destroyed the Earth, or so | was t ¢
Tears filled Ari d6s eyes. She put her hands o

This trying to survive was all for nothing? | wish | would have died withmytmh er and si st

AJ got up and walked around the table and knelt beside Ari, he grasped her hands and gently
pulled them from her face and smiled war mly at
would have never met you and had the privilegealking to such a wonderful person. When
youeéo

Ari tore her hands from AJ6s and | eapt to he
desperately to jerk it open. When the door failed to budge, she burst into tears and laid her head
on the wall.

AAri oA ed over to her, Al wasnodt trying tc
you that i mpression. o

Ari spun around and with tears streaming down her face, slowly walked over to the still
kneeling AJ. She knelt down in front of him and reachedoula gent |y t ouched hi :
AJ, no, it wasnoét that. Honestly, itds just me
gently kissed him on the cheek and leaned back in shock. She put her hands over her mouth and
gasped.
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AAri ? What dbd | do now? 1| é

Ar i pl aced a finger over AJo6s I|lips to silenc
Altds justé. Justeo

AWhat ?0

il never kissed anyone ot her than my daddy b
AAri .o AJ chuckl ed,athTehrayto wea swawalrd | byl was ki swe
Al't wasnodot that | ki ssed you it was what | w
believe | just sai déo She tried to rise, but
ADondt be ashamed Ari, youbwgi ngstobseanvunde
Ari threw her arms around AJO&6s neck and ki ss

was under this lovely creatures spell. They stayed there on the floor kissing furiously for several
minutes before AJ gently pushed her bhakk tried to kiss him again, but AJ jumped to his feet
and stepped back as Ari 6s face reddened once I

~

Al 6m not a good kisser | know, | &m sorry.o

AJ staggered backward a bit more as tae grinn

good kisser Ari, itodés just that you kiss too
Puzzled she rose to her feet, placed her han
Hel | did you push me away?0 She stepped towar (
sogood and it made me feel é. Strange. o0 She | ook
agai n. AOh My God! Tell me | didnét say that!

She spun around and ran to the room AJ had given to her to stay in.
AJ caught her as she got even to the door and slowlgduner around.

AAri, | ook, youdre a beautiful woman and hav
with just your dad and that old couple you told me about, well, there are some things you
probably havendoté. eré. Mi gthdak en odad \karotwa gaeb oauft &a
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A frown crossed Ari 6s face as she replied.
Elms had hundreds of old magazines and books about sex. | saw pictures, | read what men and
women do. How they do it and the many waystheeeat o do it . | 6ve never |
| 6m not a svti rtgakne nYeo uf grué é o
Her face reddened, tears formed once more in |
mean to say all that either. o

Ari burst into loud sobs and turned away frédh He reached out and touched her arm and

gui etly whisperded,ndfelrtsd sa nak O0ATr i

AJ paused and smiled sheepishly at Ari, ALook,
al one for so |l ong, I say whatt 6lsd m utshi nakcicregp ta It
neither of us know what to say or how to talk to another person and try to be ok with it, if we say
thewroy t hings, o0k?0

AJ grinned, A I dm crude after being alone so |
justforgete ver yt hing since dinner and start anew to
even |l et you fix me breakfast. Howdés that?o0

The tears stopped flowing and a weak smile ensued as Ari looked up at AJ. She reached out
and |lightly touchadeyt hisg?ade. AfiFolrglklt eever fc
sweet youdbve been to me. o

AJ smiled again, but Ari quickly cupped his face and stood on her toes. She kissed him
gui ckly on the | ips and stepped baclk®Maandd t owart
not taking advantage of me. 0

She kept backing and smiling until she backed into the door jam with a thud. She spun and
cl osed the door as AJ tried to stifle his chucd
Vvoi ce mut t er youkuzt Ghipstjubt back intatpeidamned door you idiot!
Ooohh! o

AJ grinned but held back any loud laughter. Ari had embarrassed herself enough and he

didnét want her to feel any worse than she di ¢
directyac oss t he hall from Ari 6s. He touched his
hi msel f, AAJ, that was probably the hardest t|I

whi spered softly, ABut she i s a danmoedd good ki
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good! 1 &m proud of youé.o He | ooked down at t|
take a cold shower before you burst. What the

He turned and gl anced at Ari 6s cteredshsthondoor ,
and slowly closed his door and headed toward the shower. Low water or not, he needed a cold
shower.

Ari was a beautiful woman, seductive and sexy in a natural way. Yet there was something AJ
coul dndot put his fi n glenghino RerhapS onoesshelgot to gnovehine wa s |
better.

He smiled | ooking back at the dayds events a
eased the sore muscles of laying for hours on the catwalk, then the cold to shock him out of the
primitive lust hehad discovered. He pondered meeting this lovely creature. Her long red hair, her

ski mpy clothes, the way her breasts had moved
A, itwasy bHbeeon!| ong!! o
AJ grasped the showers temperature controlamdhed it to 6Col d6. A fr oz

l i ps, then a huge sigh! Then his final thought
AShe trusts you. Behave yoursel f, you perver

AJ | ooked in the miedor iéganhdusbpbiongéodifHe g0
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Chapter 4.

Morning came and went as the two slept in. AJ finally snapped awake to a loud clatter of
metal and a muffled bout of cussing.

ACof fee? | Hemuapedtohisdektfara eah t the shower. As he stepped out
something else hit him. He stopped and sniffed. Bacon and eggs, guess she found the eggs in the
Fridge. o He sniffed again, APancakes?0

AJ tossed on his clothes and quickly walked to the kitcdrea. As he turned into the
doorway, there was Ari cooking away, the room filled with delicious scents.

Al forgot to mention | 6&dm a damned good cook!
turning her head.

ASure smells good and@dus@damomnArio. HA0 e yeyse
and worked up her body in amazement.

~

il found this dress in the closet and hope vy
pretty ratty you know. 0O

AJ stumbled for words as he stared at this vision before him.

AThe panties all fit, but the brads are way
the hem swirled up around her thighs briefly, her ample round breasts wiggled teasingly and
strained at the buttons of the dress, the buttons that werast@hed except the top two.

fYou | i ke?0

AUhuh. o6 Was all the staring AJ could manage
started plating food.

Al didndét know what you |iked so | fixed a |
wecanrehdga | at er . 0 Ari spun around again and once
of the dress floated up teasingly as she walked over to the table. She placed the plates down with
the others and walked over to her chair.
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AJ almost tripped as he hurrieder to pull out her chair.

Ari smiled and fluttered her eyel ashes and s
sweet. 0 She winced and frowned.

AfRead that in one of your books eh?o0
AThat obvious is it?o

AJ chuckl ed, A Y e ah yaursdf.iOk? So ¢l twingatdbe the pregtyo u b e
l ittl e homemaker and go put on something youbot
picked up a fork. AEverything |l ooks so good |

Ari smiled and chindpgou BWeldl bpumiysei §f,i soal
grinned and added, Al happen to | ike girly thi
the female things, | like usingmakep, per f ume and other things wo
and left as she emtioned the fact that she had been so long without using-upake

AYour -upakd fine Ari. Youobre quite | ovely wit

Ari smiled and got up to get AJ some coffee. In doing so she leaned forward and he noticed
she had left her top buttons um#o He could see cleavage. It had been years since he
sawéCLEAVAGE! It hit him what he was staring
he was trying to swallow when she leaned his way.

Ari turned and sl apped AJO0se d,acikP oacsr hAeJ csaoungeh
didnét agree with you?bo

He swall owed hard and gasped out without thi

ATheyodre?o0

=]

Uhh, the pancakes | mean. o

AThat 6s what | thought you meant silly, what
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AJ swallowed hard and blusthe fYeah t hat was ité. Pancakes.
when she coul dnot see mouthed the words o6That
hand.

The rest of breakfast went fine as both of the two strangers got to know one another. Every
now and then AJ caught himself thinking that Ari was holding something back. Something she
wasnot telling him. Finally heidroticgato ed t hat pe¢
remember. Perhaps somet hing shedd just as soo0l

She had told him raiders had raided the small farm they had been living at and killed
everyone but her. She had been out in the fields when they came and she hid like she had been
told. From her hiding place in the cornfield she saw the old couple that had sheltered them shot
down and driven over by the trucks the raiders came in. She saw her father shot in the back as he
tried to lead them in the direction away from the field she viddeh in.

il buried them and hunted for daddy, but t he
had heads mounted on their trucks. o0 She graspc¢
my daddybés head that way. o

AJ pl aced his hlaend. olnd M rsi wrse atnhde ys ndi dnét . He
AMaybe not yetéd She paused, Aeéel hope not, |

AJ thought it would be best if he let it drop. This was something she hid, was truly unsettling
to Ari and she@d been through enou

Not much was said as the morning meal was finished and they washed the dishes. Ari
seemed sad, but every time AJ asked her what was making her seem sad, she just shrugged it off
by giving him one of her warm smiles. It was the silence afterward thaieddA\J.

As the days passed Ari became a puzzle to AJ. At times she would be so carefree, then as
they would start having a good time, she would get distant again. She had started going for
morning runs around the compound where it was safe behindghediid walls where prying
eyes could not see her and outside the walls verelectrified fences.

The runs became longer and longer. Each time she would come back exhausted and it looked as
if she had been crying. Each dayrted into the same.
AJ would ask her what the matter was or if she had been crying. Each day she would give him a
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half smile and say no. AJ knew she was running many laps around the large enclosed complex.
She appeared to be running until the physical pain outweighed theoratqtain.

It was the third week Ari got out of the shower and as she dried off the tears began to flow.
Sobbing she dropped to her knees as her slender body shook with fear and doubt. AJ was
walking down the hall and heard her sobs and rapped gentdy dbbr.

AAri ? Are you ok in there?o0

A trembling sob and reply resounded as Ari could no longer hold back some of the strain of
her problematic |ife. ANO AJ, | 6M NOT! 0 she s

AAre you decent?0 A worried AJ shouted throu
Aslightchucklead a sni ffle replied, Al 61 | never be

As AJ entered Ari was just getting to her feet, her body still wrapped in a towel, she threw
her arms around AJOGs neck and sniffl #&d, then \
going to die when Demos returns, thereds no Eq

AJ stroked her wet hair and smiled as he grasped her shoulders and gently moved her to arms
l engt h. nAri , I never sai d EdemHedokedmtohere xi st .
eyes straining to see if any of this was getting through to her.

AYou were new, | didndét know you Ari. How co
Eden was in this town somewhere. You might have i | | betrayed me. 0
AJ s mAfterealll you were just a pretty face. You still might have been working for Snake or
some other faction | didndédt know about. o

Ar i buried her face into AJOs chest and star

her gently swaying until her sobkwed.
AAri é 10

Ari pulled back and looked at AJ strangely as if she wanted him to finish what he was saying,
yet at the same time fearing that he might say what she so desperately wanted to hear. AJ seeing
this strange look decided to fore go any furttaking. Something was with Ari and he was at a
|l oss for the first time in years. AJ didnoét Kkt
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He turned to |l eave and felt Ari 6s hand reach

AAJ, | dondt care anymore i f Edédnngxiasde. or
She looked downward as her voice trailed off momentarily.

ifANd?O0

Aeéand | dondt want to |l et my |ife end withou
AJb6s eyes aware he had not grasped what she h;

nAJ, I canodt ehigepktobfy,amporecmorng to give n

away from meé. | think I'dm in | ove with you. 2o
AJO6s mouth dropped open and a dumbfounded | o
how to handle this situation. His mind ran fasterthanhesssg h as he st ammer ed,
wel |l €& Oh shit, I havendét been with a woman i n
corrected himself, AféOh Hell youdd better mak:
Ar i nestl ed her head i nt odVelhalléastyow knevevihatand gi g
| ove i s. |l 6ve never been with a man, | 6ve neve
deep blue eyes and cooed, Aé. until now. O

Ari 6s arms went from around AJO6s back up and
shepulled his lips down to meet hers. Her warm breath intertwined with his as their lips parted
and met. A long passionate kiss, the heavy breathing, their bodies pagasest one another.
Passion like neither had felt, welled up within as Ari pulled beset off and tossed it to the
fl oor she reached and grasped AJOs shirt and |
warmly together. AJ scooped Ari into his arms and even as their lips were still pressed against
one another, he carried her itic bedroom and laid her upon the bed.

Ari stretched as AJ finished undressing, she made no attempt to cover her nakedness, he was
going to be her lover and she would hide nothing from him. As AJ prepared to get into the bed
Ar i gasped! orltee! raom thentelars istte@ming from her eyes once again.

AJ heard her door slam. He stood there with his pants still wrapped around his ankles staring
blankly at her door. He pulled his pants up and walked out into the hall anduasds he could
hear her sobs. Al candété | canod6t tell hi méo Al
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As AJ wal ked away down the hall he never hea
fiOh God what have | done? | l ove him so much

Ari pulled the sheet over her nakbddy as she sat on her bed. From the bedside she saw her

reflection in the mirror. She grimaced and st :
know. Al hate you for what you are doinge. | |
AJ. o

Ari flung herself backward and stared at the dark ceiling as tears flowed. She was now going
to force herself to make up her mind. To come clean with the man she professed she loved. All
that raced through her thoughNos nwarse filYioeusd.roe g

Ari arose from the bed and stood facing herself in the mirror. She frowned at the deceitful
woman she saw, then she smiled at the woman in love that was showing through. She turned as a
tear trickled down her cheek. A determined look crdsser face and she stamped her bare foot
on the carpeted floor as she gasped one last strong breath.

ANow or never Ari, youlOve got to tell him.o

She headed towards the door.

Al 611 | eave i f he wants! o She pasusmed, alnadl It rhb
his until we die together when Demos returns,
because | told the truth!o
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Chapter 5.

AJ sat on the large sofa in the area he had made as his living room. He émokad the
room still trying to figure out what had just happened. He leaned back and laid his head back on

the rear of the sofa. His eyes slowly closed.
felt in years and now his wonderful, confusing wenmad stumbled into his life. He drifted off

as he dreamed of Ari . Even in his dreams he c
O0Feel her touch!d AJ6s eyes popped open as h

him, still wrapped in her shedtler tear soaked face trying to smile and failing miserably. Her
hand lay upon his arm she leaned toward him.

AAJ, First | want to tell you | | ove you. NoO
youbve been everything | nelthinkyoulove meragwkllad man ¢
l east a little. o This time she did manage a s/l

AJ started to speak, but Ari gently placed one of her fingers softly upon his lips. Tears started
to well up in her eyes once again.

Al dve fallenhdeédpl mannl boovéewirtayi ng. 06 She tu
A hate what | 6ve become, yet | coul dnét help

AJ frowned and still somewhat confused, reac
said your dad was dead.

AThat bastard Snake has him!odo She burst into
confessing to AJ. Al |l ied to you AJ, Snakeds 1
had sheltered us all those years. He pulled up just as hisvarerabout to rape me in front of
my daddyé. o

She burst into tears again as AJ pulled her to his shoulder and tried to comfort her.

AROh AJ, Snake sai d he toomehec andiind butatmoutEdead dy i f
and how to gain entrance to 1It. Every day on |
me n . I kept telling them you woul dnodét say any!

enough yet. o
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ArilookedupatAl hrough her tears stained eyes, il ne
kept stalling. This morning his man threw one
woul d be tossed ovet ©pDeé¢ wall i evermadawpynl odi di
Ari 6seblbe¢g with the violent sobbing, Al &€ 1 was:¢
daddy. o

She | ooked up to AJ, AOh AJél coul dnodét betra

Emoti on now overwhel med Ari s sobbing turned
with tremors as she violently gasped for air among the sobs. Total hysterics had overcome her.
She could see no way out. Her father would di e
fallen in love with.

After a few minutes AJ gently pushed Ari to armsgmand looked warmly at her.

AT I I have fallen in | ove with you and I do
Snake is a bastard alright and this has gone on long enough. Everyone wants to see Eden? Well
| et 6s just go seteEdemymdvhaPodoes it mat

Ari 6s sobs stopped and she | ooked at AJ in d
many years. Al most a decade and a half you sai

AJ was now the one that put his finger to Ar
thee and open the gateé. o AJ smiled, nél dém assu
signal ?0

Ari nodded.

nRnGood! Tell Snakeds man, |l 6m tired of al|l t h
themselves. Tell him, no tricks just the facts, thenhecandd e f or hi msel f 1 f h
AJ reached out and |lightly touched Ari 6s ar m,
you. o0

Ari |l ooked at AJ and nodded weakly. AThe fin
dried bl ood.at SAJe dnodo keeddd eudp, fABut | have to ho
hope. 0O
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AJ smiled softly and gave her arm a gentl e s
and grinned slightly.

AThen you go dry your eyes and thabdamn&od 6s s ak
sheet. 0 AJ pulled her up to her feet and spun

ANow get going, youdve got your dad to try a
Ari turned and smiled weakly at AJ.

AThanks AJ. O

AFor what ?0

AFor believing myweéeatwoy hi «nawi he whebably is
She vanished into the hall.

Within a short time Ari returned dressed in jeans and a pullover. She was ready to face
whatever fate would cast in her direction. She looked at AJ suspecting that he was right and her
daddy wa dead already. Her hopes ran rampant trying to convince her otherwise. Ari smiled
briefly at AJ, kissed him gently on the lips then went out the door without a word. Everything
had been said. AJ followed behind until they got to the gates that proteetednhpound.

As AJ opened the gates and Ari walked slowly out and across the street that passed the short
drive up to the compound. She stepped carefully over some piles of debris and over to a small
shack she knew two of Sn adkcalpfguredd@hthoughtiftherdh i di n g
was a chance her dad was alive, then why not show Snake Eden? Everyone was going to die
when Demos returned so if her daddy was alive at least she would get to see him again and spend
her last weeks with AJ and her fath

Ari called to the two raiders from outside the shack and the door swung open with such force
it almost ripped off the squeaky hinges.

ARnAre you crazy bitch? Yelling |ike that youb

Ari just grinned and twigtd around to point at AJ leaning on his gate. AJ waved. Both
raiders dove back inside so fast they stumbled over each other and tumbled to the floor in a heap.
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Ar i roared with | aughter. AnWow! You all/l are
laughas the two raiders picked themselves off the floor and one of them peeked out in the
direction of AJ. AJ waved again.

The confused thug gave a weak frightened wave back and looked at Ari.
AOh come on out you big sissies he isndét goi

AHeédHe not 20 The biggest of the two asked fr
from under the first mands ar m.

Ar i stared at the two, then sternly spoke, A
Eden and show him the entrance. Be hereotanr ow mor ni ng at 8: 00 and t
have my daddy with him. o Ari |l ooked at the t w

The two raiders scrambled out of the shack and ran out of sight weaving and ducking all the
time as Ari walked back toward AJ.

ALooks | i ke they not only fear you AJ, but d
Al 6ve given t hem kcea udsoee sennbotu gehv.e nHevleln tSunrae i nt «
anymoreé. o AJ | aughed, Aé. he knows hedd be my

Ar i wal ked up to AJ any | aid her head wupon h

afraid of you, do you think heol]l show tomorr
AOh hedll show wup alright. He o1l | bring all 0
around Ari as they started back up the short ¢
much for him not to. Heds tr acnhsofiicxee,d hoend sk doebns. e
with going to Eden. o6 AJ | aughed as the | ast g:
madness, he coul dndét stay away i f he tried!o

The two locked the gates and the bunkers door as the rest of the day and evening went along
withou much mention of the next dayds upcomi ng e
occasional chuckles were set free. Ari still hoped for the best and that made her feel happier than
she had been in a long time. She refused to allow the evening be spoibdtishe feared
most.
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AJ on the other hand was in good humor and made Ari smile. She loved him so very much
and never once did she doubt her feelings. The evening grew later and the two sat on the sofa
holding each other. They talked about each othetlzaidlife before they had met. They kissed
warmly, yet when passion raised too much, AJ would get up and walk around the room. After the
third time Ari had had enough.

AOk, out with it! Every time weéo She fumbl e
her , Aéget excited you get wup and wal k around.

ANo Ari youodore fine.o
AThen itds something I 6m not doing?o0

AJ stopped and grinned at her, AOh no Ari, i
Hel | itdés biemgqueseerwyyptuldireg doi ght | have to get
that i s before something happens. 0

Ari jumped to her feet and put her hands on
think | 6ve been doing all ombobengldi hgs happgpaol

She wal ked toward AJ as her voice softened.

There are things | 6m feeling that | know canoi
softly, A | want yowe tmy maldeg ét henee 0f Sdilei kg s,5 et
the | ips, fné. make me feel what itds I|ike to b

AJ felt her hot breath on his ear as she kissed him gently on the neck. Her hands sliding over
his body. Her breathing increased. Ari could barely contaisetieas AJ kissed her, caressed her
and nibbled gently on her ear.

AChrist all mi ghty! o AJ quickly pushed Ari t
come to |l ove you over this tshdoernty tiitmei,f 11 worniGet
Hegni  ed warmly at her, AAri ités just that | 6r
been with a woman for a |l ong time. Well, itds

Ari started to move closer and say something, but AJ placed his fipgarher lips and
finished, AAri, | want you to sleep on it.o A.
short hall way to her bedroom door. He opened i
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As AJ grasped the knob on her door and slowdyted to close it, Ari looked over her
shoulder as she pulled the string from her pony tail and her hair fell over her shoulders. She
smiled seductively at AJ and cooed, A We | | gue :
from him teasingly swayig her rear. Then without warning she put her hands on the bottom of
her shirt and pulled it over her head and stood there with her back to him, her hands on her hips
so AJ could just glimpse a sample of her ample breasts from behind her.

Arilooked backoe r her shoul der agdao nwaamtd tgo isnlneeedp, Ofir
AJ closed the door. From out in the hallway Ari heard a muffled voice, but she managed to
understand what the voice saidé

AAre you stupid AJ?0 The mumbse.es qui eted as

AJ undressed and crawled into bed stildl puzz
anyone like this. In the past women came and went, he even slept with a few early on, but he
actually cared about if he hurt Ari. He switched off his lighd #me bluish glow from his clock
lit the room. His eyes closed as he pondered the mornings upcoming events. His mind began to
cloud as sleep crept into his mind.

His drowsiness was ripped out of him as a warm hand touched his shoulder. He violently
rolled over, then froze. Ari stood there in the bluish light of his room. She was clad only in a slip
t hat was nearly too short to cover her thighs.
turned to face him.

AAJO she whispered.

Her hand went up to hehoulder as she slid it under the slips strap. It fell to the side of her
arm as her hand moved to the other strap and it too slid down her arm. The slip stopped
momentarily at her breasts, then as she made no attempt to stop it, the slip slid dowader na
body and unto the floor. She seductively stepped out of the slip and stepped slowly toward the
bed.

AAJO She whispered again, her voice soft and
bed and the transfixed AJ feakhedvashotallyovthinl d ndot m
Ari 6s trance.
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She reached down and pulled the covers from the naked AJ. His muscular chest was heaving
due to her seductiveness. She sat on the bed as she began to run her hand down his torso, feeling
each muscle as it slippeovier and lower.

Her eyes widened as she finally brought herself to look lower than his face. The moment was
|l ost as she gasped, AOh my Godé.ltds so much |

This snapped AJ out of his tramaw ars yecu &lhluc
out how much bigger!o He started to sit up to

She lowered her head down and kissed his flat stomach, then without warning she went much
lower and AJ gasped for air.

AOh GeeAlJzzpadntoed, AYou saw this in a magazi n
Ari stopped and moved up and kissed him on t
more fun that | ooking at a magazine! d She | ai ¢
deeply.
Passionsgrewaswel as ot her body parts. AJ couldndot st
to roll Ari unto her back. Once again she stopped him as she straddled his hot body. She slid
| ower then cooed, #Al saw this in theedimagazi ne

body as AJ heard her gasp in pleasure. Slowly she lowered herself until she was completely on
AJ. She slowly started to slide forward, then backward teasingly.

She opened her eyes and | ooked at dghdmy Al | us
|l ove?0

AJ tried to speak but only a loud gasp came out, then another as Ari smiled and started
moving more violently forward and back she sl

AJ reached up and cupped her breasts as Ari found her passiangyrehe managed to
gasp out one |l ast thing, Al é. told you é1l éwal
Il &dm on it , but | dondét think this iIis exactly ¢
Her body began to feel things she never drahmere possible.

AJ groaned and rolled her over so fast her head was a spin. He laid atop her with his arms
holding him away from her. Ari reached up and pulled him to her as once again their lips met
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and once agaithere was movement.

This time it was Adhat pushed himself all the way in as Ari moaned in ecstasy. The moans
became louder until she heard someone screaming things she never dreamt she would ever hear.
It was then she realized it was she that was screaming, yet she no longer cared as her body
arched so high she thought her bagight snap.

She became aware of AJ roaring his passion as he too drove a final push deep inside. She
screamed, her body shuddered, then they both fell back unto the bed gasping for air.

AJ rolled off her still pantindpody and pulled her into his massive arms. She laid her head
upon his chest as she could hear his heart beating rapidly, then slowing. She moved her head
back to his shoulder and kissed him gently on the cheek as they still panted.

AWhew! Ari sbhadryeatttlhtatAwagasped for air, Al d
water tower stairs.o

Ar i smiled and ki ssed her | ove on the chest
fun either. o

Finally they began to find the air they both so desperaedgled. Their breathing slowed to
normal.

Ar i cal med her breathing and quietly muttere
El ms had up in the attic. o

AJ | eaned back enough where he could | ook at

Ar i chuaikd e@t, Kinow what it was for, unt i | I
in anot her magazine. After that first ti me, [

AJ tried not to laugh, but managed to say with a straight face and no sign of aildigh, y o u
had your sex education from magazines and di rt

Ar i raised slightly and | ooked puzzled at AJ
AJ | aughed, AA |l ot do | guess. 0

~

ADo they use tdoms® rubber things t
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~

AJ roared, ANo babe, they dondt have to. o

Ari looked even more puzzled, then as if a light went on a wide grin crossed her lips. She slid
her hand down and suddenly grasped onto AJ. A
to move her hand ugnd down.

AJ grinned, then gasped. AOh my goodness, soO

AWhy it seems this |ittle boy is growing up.o
AJ rolled onto his side and grabbed Ari i n a
abouttime forthistit | e boy to show this Iittle girl not
Ari tickled AJ6s ear with her tongue as she

AWhods playingébo
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Chapter 6.

Neither got much sleep that night and moghcame all too soon. The bunker never had
windows so AJ had an automatic timer that switched on the lights in the morning. As soon as the
lights came on AJ was up and moving. He showered and shaved, then still half undressed he
walked back into the bedroo

He looked over at the still trying to sleep Ari and smiled. She laid on her back with the sheet
just barely covering her as she stretched and opened one eye. She snapped up into a sitting
position. AMorning already?0

AJ nodded, 0l 6vee@&JVeag erndaty & hbbuwsey eday .W

Ari smiled back and | ooked at the cl ock, A Ge
time she slowly ran her hands down her body al
to get up so ear | y ?bawoku ltdon dbte dy?00u Arrat hneard ec oamep u
AJ second thoughts, but he knew today was going to be a bad one, Ari would have to wait.

AJ turned back toward the mirror and began combing his wet hair. He heard movement and
looked in the mirror. Ari slowlwiggled across the room as she noticed AJ looking in the mirror
at her.

AT I youodbre amazing and so damned beauti ful
l ook | i ke youré. o

AThe red hair and green eyes arTheyfwerofrommy gr a
l rel and. 0 Ari roll ed onto her side and proppecd
grandmot her on my fatherds side were from Egy|
the floor where she had left it, bent down to pickgt u

AJ whistled as sweat started gathering at his brow as Ari stood upright and slung the slip
over her shoulder making no attempt to cover her nude, well toned, body. She slowly moved her
one hand up and down teasingly once more as AJ turned to face her.

il went through all this shaving and smoothing, just to have you make love to me four
ti mes?0
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AJ, shook his head sl owly, AATri ., honey, youbo
rest someti me. Kind of rebuild my energy back
A We | | mi dteent erydhwave a | ot of energy built urg

back to her room wiggling her rear with each step.

As she vanished into her room AJ just whi st/
might have seen how to do thingsinmaganes, but she didndot get t h
smiled as he shouted for Ari to wear something to walk through rubble in and to find some shoes
to fit her in the other room where she had found the clothes AJ had compiled for travelers to
wear.

They managed to gulp down a quick breakfast without saying a lot. The night had gone and
all that had occurred was now forgotten. The I
alive and Ari found herself wondering more and more, if once AJ told Snake engrgtid
showed him Eden, if perhaps her love might be killed as well.

Ar i | ooked at AJ as he went about preparing
would die this morning. She knew that no matter the outcome, Snake or his men would keep her
alive as there werendét many women in their cali

there, were no more than shadows of whay thest have been.

A couple of times Ari had seen them walking along or doing chores and one of the men would
just wdk up to them, grab their arm and take them into a shack. They never resisted.

Sometimes just grunts could be heard other times screams and beatings. Eventually the woman
would come out and go back to what she was doing before she was interruptectiasg had
happened. All the women she had seen were all zombie like, beaten, bruised and completely
without hope.

Ari had made up her mind, the second AJ fell, she would take her life as well. Maybe somewhere
they would meet in their own Eden. Maybettteally was the only Eden that really existed.

Altds time Ari .o AJ said |l oud enough to snap
her last swig of coffee. She walked over to the table near the sofa and picked up a long thin
dagger and slid it ufhe sleeve of her light denim jacket. She looked over at AJ and smiled.

Al ol | not be one of Snakeds sl aves. 0

47



Worlds of Survival.

AJ nodded sadly. He knew i f things went badl
had pl anned he di dndt He dady,shookdis headdouaffirdthhdre ar g u e
decision and opened the door. They walked through and out into the yard before the gate.

AYou arenét going to |l ock up?o
AJ pointed up to the brightening sky. There on the horizon loomed a bright object.

ADe mos ?s0k eMdr,i faAl ready?0 She grasped AJds arm

short. o Ari whi spered trying not to cry, but |
AJ just sadly nodded, AWasndt any sense in t
Earthtolve wi t hout knowing, é. to | ove. o0

AThen why the charade AJ, |l etdés just go back
AJ gently squeezed Ari 6s arm, smiled and | ed

wal king hand in hand. Ari Ssqueezlwhenshéréia hand
front of them stood Snake and all his men. AJ walked up to Snake who was for once was brave
enough to stand in front of his raiders, rather than behind them.

ASnake you ol d bastard it | ooks |Iike youbre
Snakesneered, then | ooked at Ari and |l icked hi
trap. o He | eered at Ari and grinned, AStupi d I
father alive? Hell I killed the old fart two \
Tearsforrored i nto Ari 6s eyes, but she fought to ke
give Snake the pleasure. She spit in Snakeds
looked at AJ.

i ought to kildl your Dbitchi IAJ,hebrutnow.r slit dyoo
her dad anymore because | have her now to get you to stay in line. One wrong move and my men
have orders to kil her . o

Ar i | ooked at AJ through her tear filled eye

you anyhow, theme . 0
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A

AJ grinned. ROl d Snake there isnot going to
Demos. Snake you see that? Demos isndét going t
came back just in time to bury your sorry ass.

Ari pulled AJ tightlyto her as Snake stepped forward looked Ari up and down undressing her
with his eyes. AWell guess | can kil you nhow
Eden is going down with the rest of Earth. o

AJ looked at Ari and winked, then grinned oraggain at Snake.
AwWel | kil me i f you want, but Eden isndét go

nAJ you | iar, everything on Earth is going t
everything on this planet will shatter right along with it. Nothing on Earth will sarvivo

AJ smiled at Ar i and chuckl ed, fSnakeds not
professor is he?0

fSnake waseéo

AYeah bitch | was a professoré. Once! But th
is to be bad. o Snhatkerb,s m@ee rmyarmaln wandndtauagf r
to see your boyfriend strung up and maybe he

iNot too fast Snake. 0 AJ shook his head sl ow
really didnoét piygya&au2® on what | said did

AYou said Eden wasnod6t going toéeo Snakeds fac
sai d not destroyed. 0O

AJ kept grinning and pointed past Snakeds me
raiders with Ari clinging tightly to hisarm. Onemanreaed out and gr abbed Ar
| aughed. The | augh became a gurgle as AJ pl ung¢
grabbed AJ, but Snake waved them off.

AiThat asshole wouldnot dare to do t hawe men,
him be, for now anyways, | etds see what he ha:
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AJ walked through the huge piles of rubble to a door in a partially collapsed building just
behind the shack Snakeds men eslidalardeérekansign di ng i
to the side and pulled a brick from the wall behind it. He reached into the hole the brick left.

There was a soft click. AJ, with Ari in tow, walked over to an adjoining wall where they could
barely see him. There was a rumblel &ght filled the half darkened room from a doorway that
had appeared next to AJ. He motioned for them to follow.

fAJ this better not be some sort of a trick.

AfYeah, yeah, Snake. Do you pliesnpybunassaraend t he
you coming?0 AJ grabbed Ari és hand and vani shi¢
Snake snarled and begrudgingly followed and pushing his men aside.

Down a short hall and through another room they went. Finally AJ pustagde door open.
He stepped inside the tiny room beyond and put his hand on a well lit hand scanner.

AEveryone into this room and the | ast one in
When everyone was in AJ pushed several butto
Snakegowl ed, AWell |l 61/l be an elevator! A big

and winked as if to show he was in command.

AAnd it was under your nose all the ti me Sna
stop and the wall in front ofthememe d reveal ing a | arge well [ it
hundred feet down.o AJ smiled at Ari to reass!

They all walked into the room and looked around at the bare walls and sparse furniture.

One of Snakeds men sgitoonhe hamseoementandf mtul
is Eden, Christ that damned rogue planet wil/l

Snake drew the raiders attention as he crossed the wide room and looked at the only thing in
the room. He walked up to twewiling high poles that were about three feet in diameter and had
wires running to them from and over to the wall where the wires vanished. On one of the poles
was another type of scanner and some controls next to it. Snake squinted and leaned forward.
After a second or two, he turned to AJ and grinned.
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ASo Eden isnét on this planet is it AJ?.0 Sn
among themselves, but stopped when AJ spoke. They realized that this now was far beyond their
control and AJ was thieey to their future.

Al mpressive you stil |l waertpaeidn bsroamen solr ty ooufr smi:
Eden isnét on this planet. o AJ was taking pl e:
AwWell before I | et my men go t tierexplagjmhvhas o me s o
this thing is and how it works.o Snake was s m:

intelligence was nowhere near what AJ was about to unload on him.

AJ and Ari walked over to the scanner, then AJ turned to face the crowd asnSotadmed
everyone to be quiet. AJ pulled Ari to him and she leaned on his arm.

Al t 6s b awoyears sineenDenjos hit us, but almost nine years before Demos, Doctor
Gene Altiman was doing experiments to send signals faster through space for thengpdars
missions. Well somehow they had stumbled on way to send the signals but they came back
strangely jumbl ed. Further testing found ther

AJ grinned as he looked around the room, knowing only Snake haddimecapacity to
foll ow al ong. Snakeds men were all shaking thi
was talking about, but he knew better.

ADoctor Altiman finally figured out the paus
wasnot podaal they hadl been using was only the size of a pin, so a huge power source
had to be build and thatoés whatos |l eft of thi:
had expected. It only took three more years for this building and the bunkerthersgeet to
be built. Once finished they had amassed unimaginable energy under this floor from all the wind
turbines that had been bugltound the area.
Of course the plan was to widen the pin hole and now they had the power and a larger portal. At
first they sent through an ol d bomb robot with

AJ grinned, AThey found a frozen planet with
probe through. So the Doc found out what had slowed the signal. They tried adjusting the
portal 6mepoweandot he second try found Eden. 0o
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Snake had dropped out of his hard ass mode a
planets? So Eden is a planet not a spaceship? Christ, | thought it was a ship of some sorts out in

spaceé. |l i ke a epaceésstatiisopl] adet Wb
AWhere | have no idea Snake. Let me expl ain.
Snake nodded and | eaned back against a wall

and found to be safe, a team went in through the portal and found it was a planet without any

forms ofanimal life. Hell from what the Doc told me when | got here fourteen years ago there
wasnodt too many various forms of plant |ife &ei
brought some species of flowers and they thrived, so more plants were hirargrand planted.

Within a few months solar drones flew around Eden scattering seed from our world. Within a

year grasses and brush fl ourished, trees grew

AJ reached back trying to remember what he had been told.

~

il r e me mb e rthesaned qusetyybiinging entire families to Eden. Plants grew

fast in the rich soils and soon some livestock could be brought in to feed on the grasses.
Eventually someone came up with the idea of m:
bigger.

They built these portals on Eden so they could travel back and forth. Once they managed to get
aircraft through in pieces and assembled them, then flew portals to other parts of Eden and
established calnies there as well.

A ship was built with a huge nwedr power plant and the poles of the portal hanging below the

ship. All kinds of marine |ife was teleported

shelled critters and other more varied sea creatures. Strangely, whales actually swam into the

portalas 1 f t hey &swerw sdiedtban Guss. o c e

Maybe it was the | ight or some sound we <canot

when it was opened. Hell maybe they sensed Demos was coming years before it was pulled from

its orbit, butElen got ani mal | ife easier than anyone e
Snakebs men chuckled. AJ knew that finally t

the project.

One of the gang | aughed, AMaybe those friken
knewDemoswaa on its way back. 0
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A Snake rolled his eyes and | aughed, Al f dum
|l ong gone. 0

Everyone | aughed as AJ continued, AEden had
million people. Most were scholars of all Kisy support people and their families like farmers
ranchers, construction workers, engineers. You get the idea. Factories were built to provide
needed supplies, ranches and farms for food, well, you get the picture. Eden had its own
civilization and betteyet, it was self sufficient. Eden had everything a planet needed for
humanity to exist separate from Earth. o

AJ looked around and everyone was nodding, he grinned at the thought that he was actually
saying something they umthese pottabl® mgbrtasgatestsecretfyto A T h ¢
places all over the world and brought animals to Eden to fit the many climates like we have on
Earth. Eden had a fairly good population. Hell with the many factories producing goods to
suppl y Edenod s estadighdddrade anforgyhe eolrées using the planets many
portals. All was going well unt i | Genebs team

s col or drained from his face, NnSo Ede

(@}

Snake

A

S n a k e 6 srtedi@king at each other as slight panic entered the room.

AWhoa down Snake. o0 AJ shouted so all coul d h
starting to rip the barrier they were moving things through. If it was used too much there was no
telling how bal the destruction would be, maybe even enough to destroy both Earth and Eden.
So by Iimiting travel to travelers, the barri e

ABarrier?0 Snake asked, Al assumed they were

AJ grinned, i Meme theydad stbrnobled aGress & way to tradel not through
a wormhole, but betweenintchi me nsi on al barriers. o

Ar i was grinning as it was apparent Snakeos
her, so was she. The grin vanished.

Al mpossi bhoatéedmlm&shaa ik ke was back teaching and a student came up with
an i mplausi ble scenario. ASt op bullshitting me
stalling arenét you?o
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Snake stomped around huffing and puffing like he was in charge, lhueheit was all a
show and hoped his men wouldndot figure it out.
was possible. This AJ, the man that had been his adversary for almost a decade, actually knew
more than he. Snake was now in the throes of dedphis men should for a moment guess he
was no longer their future, he knew they would kill him like he had done to others so many
times.

AJ | ooked at Snake and grinned, ANow I have

Snake leaned back against the wall and ldoked o wn at hi s feet and mut
dammit. o Then pondering his predicament deci ¢
more funny stuff and the two of you die! | thi
the wall and tried to look iportant.
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Chapter 7.

AJ pointed to a sheet of paper on the floor and asked one of the guys to bring it to him, he
pulled out a pen and made two little spots. Each spot was on oppwsigescof the paper. He
handed it to Snake.

ROk professor, why dondét you show everyone

At first Snake hesitated, but he reached out and took the sheet of paper and faced his men.
ALook @suylsi,ke tt hi séo
He drew a straightlinesi ng AJo6s pen. Ae.this line is t

W

he

100,000 I'ight years to travel al ong the |ine t

this line would take many lifetimes traveling atth s peed of | i ght . 0o

Snake benthe paper without creasing it, until the corners and the dots almost touched. Now you
see how close the spots are? Now weoll say
He looked up at his men figuring only half might have a slight idea whatas talking about.

It

AThat 6s the way a worm hole worksé. By bendi ng¢

travel ti me shorter. o

Snake | ooked over at AJ. AiNow what t he Hell

wor mhol eé. 0

AJ grinned and with a laugh, he took back the paper and held it out straight. He turned the
paper toward Snake and his men.

ANow | et 6s say you could open a hole half
into the paper thus becoming part of gaper its self. Once you step into the paper you are
everywhere within the paper at once, basically becoming part of the paper, so if you are part of
the paper you now can step out anywhere you westamntly with no delay.

You see, by opening this portgbu actually become part of the very fabric of time and space its
self, so if you know where to step out you can travel anywyreueknow the location of.

What Gene told me the energy creates the portal which allows us to become part of everything,
thepprt al 6s power frequency is the | ocation.
jumps to the next opening. o
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ABULLSHI T! o

AJ frowned. Al thought you were once a profe
candét accept t hiedegpassdi bility of a new

Snakeds men | aughed at him once again as Sna
nKeep it up AJ and 1011 bl ow a hole right th
waved his pistol around in AJO6s direction.
AHey boss, watch thatotgumi mman ya might real

Snake spun around and pulled the trigger and the mouthy thug fell to the floor in a pool of
expanding blood. AAnyone el se?0 Snake roared
dominance to the front, his men stepped back submissively &s 8maed back toward AJ
gl aring. AnSee what you made me do?0

AJ cleared his throat as all just seemed to forget Snake had just killed one of their own.

RnSo this Gene fellow found a way to expand t
acted like nthing had happened.

AFrom what | understand, Gene and his peopl e
were Earth | ike, so Eden became their project

AAnd a refuge from Demos?o0

ARYeah, Snake and wh eoyedlEelen was ammaunckddacadlyt Thise de st
city people like everyone else had heard Demos was out of orbit and headed to Earth. When long
range attempts failed to divert it the military started rounding up people here and skiepmg
to Eden.

First there vas a total black out of all news, all TVs and radio transmissions were stopped here in
the area and people were told of the impending disaster. The entire city and the surrounding
towns were quietly brought to Eden, about several hundred thousand. Tisenrthending

towns further away. Each time everything was blocked, transmissions, highway travel into these
areas. o0
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AChrist al/l mi ghty! | remember that Ebol a ou
I 61 1 be damned! 6 Snakengs auwn deed ileivkee AhJed swasst osrty:
AAS | WAS sayingé.o AJ roared, AOnce as many

SO passed as they were sent to other parts of Eden. Once they were moved, more werebrought i

and so forth.

Two days before Demos, the thutvas released in this state and as many people that could make

it here were let in. Turned out almost three hundred thousand more made it by fighting, clawing,
oneway or another.

Then Demos was deflected, but the debris and the asteroids Demos hadirpoiléhe asteroid

bel t, hit Eart h. Ni nety percent of the Eartho:

AJb6s eyes | owered, AYou know the rest. o He s

Snake sat on a pile of rubble that had been piled up in the middle of theiflsby. Go d |
l ived and taught only ninety miles away. When
Snake | ooked at AJ with tears in his eyes. @M
week to enter Eden. | could have been living there altthisme ? 0

~

Al't would seem that fate has a way of tossin
| aughed as Snake | eapt to his feet and pull ed
Now you die!o

i B A N G'hedshot startled everyone in the largem as it echoed. Ari grasped AJ, as he
had sl apped his hand to his chest. Ari sl owly

AThereds no bl ood AJ?0 A puzzled Ari |l ooked

AJ stared at his hand, then Ari, they both heard a noise and lookedk&nds di recti on
slumped to the floor. His head hit the concrete with a sickening thud and red ooze seeped out
from under where Snakeds chest was resting up

ifWe was getting a bit tired of Snakeds | ousy

Ariand AdJlookel up to see Snakeds number two i n com
pistol. He looked back up to AJ.

ANow how about you finish your story. We al/l
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Ar i chuckled, AToo bad Snake i1isnd6t around to
Everyond aughed, but it was cut short as number
but 10611 Kil | ya as dead as Snake would have i
afterthought, AOr try to delay wus getting to I
Y ousbarfee Al , I have no desire to see Ari di e.
Al nodded, AnAgreed! Now finish and | etds get

AJ looked at Ari and smiled confidently. He paced a bit as he gathered his thoughts.

fWell Earth got hit by the crap Demos dragged along with it and for several years Eden went
along with a small army guarding this complex to allow any travelesking Eden to enter.
| was on duty and stationed in California witle thcean Eden project.
The ship and the gate hidden under it for sea life was going to be refitted so people could use it
to come to Eden, but the day before it was going to be in port, damned if some drunken captain
of a tramp steamer hit it and sunk both ships and the chana#t 6f San Francisco to enter
Eden sank with it. Luckily the ship had evacuated most of the islands ddiHafore heading
state side.
Without need for us to protect the base, | started back here with a small group of military and
their families, buDemos hit, then little by little they all died one way or another. It took me
years to get back here because of the devast at

Ari snuggled into AJ6s chest and gave him a
have been horrible | osing all your group.o
AYeah it was tough, but Eden was here. |  was

wound up with command of Edendés private ar my
years | had to send my comand back to Eden as food was scarce and then there was the portals
| i mitations and dangers. o0

AL snapped at AJ, ADangers? Limitations? Wha
ifGene was one of the | ast ones to chlinme back
intended to stay here on Earth but 1 6d keep E:¢
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| 6d destroy the gate just in case something ul
Eden somehow. 0

AJ | ooked toward t he seeayears befose Gane dnd lasisogrotipifonnd e d ,
that if you tried to return through the portal before two hours had passed, your body would
literally be reassembled wrong. Remember when you pass through the portal, your body is
spread out through all of time édspace, then reassembled when you pass back through the
portalonEl e nds si de.
A few found out the hard way. Gene said some had their lungs on the outside of their bodies, one
had half of his heart sticking out of his chest and one of the women regsahaieof her brain
was stuck i nto her skull. He said one even | ot

AAnd you want wus to go through that?d6 Al | oo

AnAww, itos safe as |l ong as you dono6t try to
Remember the only way back at first was by keeping the portal open. When portals were built on
Eden itdés self, then the port al could be shut
here by opening their portal, but then they would be stuck heteoo hour s . 0

Aln two hours Earth wonét exist!o
AJ smil ed, ANow youbre getting it Al . You go

ABut the dangers? You said there were other

AROh t hose. Again no probl ethattepeatedgpassingou see G

through the port al caused the cells in onesodo |
more damage. Eventually no one wanted to come through more thamfas.

The strange thing was that food from plants and animalsweant t o Ede n, coul dné
back to Earth. Well they could, but they were
composition changed. Genebs team tried to fi gl
changed on the way back here. &' 8 s omet hing to do with cell da
the rest, ARSo once through, I woul dndét advi se

to come back to. o
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Al scratched his head and inadvert ehovdry muse
to AJ and Ari and in a commanding voice spoke
wi || go through and webre taking your girlfri

AThink not!o AJ replied before Ari coul d spe
tt me to get away from the gate and hide, then

Al pulled his pistol and placed it on AJO6s f
you dondét make it through, 10611 make sure Ari

Sni ckers ar osoécutthmassm Al 6s band

AJ grinned and pointed at the portals contro

hand there in the depression, but 1 611 save VY
well as the bieelectrical field around my bodgp no one could cut off my arm and use it to

open the gate. Besides you woul dndét know whi cl
punch in. Then there isé. o

AOk! Ok, |l ook AJ we cano6t |l et Ari go first s
donét want her to go with us. Youbd better mal
feeling some sort of funnyé. o

AJ interrupted, Ailtdés a pressure wave caused

From what Gene tloéd sls mehadm mf igfluteesesn nrmgi nut es. 0

AThen what are you going to do. I f we die he
tail of yours pray for death and you wil/ havi
AJ | ooked at Ari, then AI . He gehegaleyAdhel d AT
turned to Al and his men.

ANo weapons go into Eden. o

AWe donét go unarmed. 0 Al turned to him gang

hump the bitch first thené. oo
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AJ shout ed, A OK! Damn it! . .. W itake!the fbasw a b o u't
then the rest go through. That way | know no one is going to shoot us before they go through. If
anyone shoots either of wus, |l should warn you

Al threw up his hands and shout edweggtOK HAVE
going now?o

AJ placed his hand into the portal ds contr ol
then the wall changed from red to a silvg@ngen. The colors wavered as the portal shimmered.
Al and the gang of raiders strained to de®tigh to the other side. Just as AJ finished firing up
the portal the room began to tremble slightly, but steadily. The entire floor of the bunker
vibrated so hard loose rubble danced along its surface.

nok Al , everyone through now! Demos is here!

The room started to shake slightly as the entire group of raiders dashed through the portal. AJ
shut the portal down and the green hued portal snapped out of existence.

Ari | ooked up at AJ, AWhat about wus?o0
AJ grinned i mpishly. éi®o | ong you sorry piec

Ari stepped back and | ooked at him. Wi th han

AJ, whatodés so damned funny? Us dying?o
AT I my | ove. Do you feel the room stildl s ha
She | ooked around, then back at AJ. dAltdés st

Alsadyl ooked at her and with a weak smile said
mi ssing us.o

ABut the rumbling?od

Again AJ | aughed, Alt was the massive power
his bunch looked scared, | just let them belied®t they want to, Demos was here. Besides it
got them to dash through the portal without g
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Ar i pl ayfully smacked AJ on the ar m. AYou sn
Aécool !0 She pausedr tlhev eloyncfeame .c rioBwte dAh, won
on the other side?0

AYou thought what | did was cool, wel/ wai t
wi nked, AThat portal didndét go to Eden Ari . |
Reme mber the one that had a mostly methane at m
instantly either of lack of air or froze instantly. | seem to remember Gene said something like it
had a average temperature of minus 340 degrees or something liketmatsAt abs ol ut e 2z ¢

AMy God AJ youdre so bad. o She stepped to hi
standinguponhertip oes, she gave him a kiss for a rewar

AJ placed his hand once again into the portals otmtihe gate snapped to life and the room
rumbled. This time the rumble was a bit louder.

AnOh AJ | see what you mean that power unit r
Eden. 0

nAh, no Ari, this time it i s Daedahacugelittleoassn g mo s
of yours on through the gate and dondét worry t
punched in the correct code. 0

Ar i reached her hand out and said, ALetds go

Al 6m not coming. O

The col or dr adearatears weltedup A thar éyss inktantly, she tried to speak
normally, but all that came out was a combi nat
meané youbre not comingeée. |l |l ove you AJé. | 6m

AAri €o AJ | otook ehde rd eeeypel sy tirnyi ng t o make her u
mind years ago, this is my world, there is not
wor |l d. I owi || die content. |l 6ve kill ed so mucl
war ml yAr il,Got her eds nothing in Eden for this ti
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Ari walked up to AJ and the tears were no longer flowing, her voice grew strong and
deter mi ned. AAJ | 6d be i n Eden for you, i f yol
Eden, té&ay nhdréd |wistth you and you canét keep me

AJ | ooked deeply into Ari 6s eyes, her soul ,
youbre serious arenét you? You | ove me that mi

ACl ose down the morAtral gemd | yegrmy pleadveni s fre
cheek. Al | ove you AJ and Eden would just be |
he just shook his head in dismay.

n We | | |l did say | woul dnot | etdatderwdrnnyandg happ
added, AGuess | f | |l et a small moon drop on Yy«
his hand, then removed it and the gate stayed open. He walked over to the pile of rubble as he
stepped over Snakeds body.

il di d pryocenirsse a@eone t hat | 6d take care of t he
AAJ you said if you removed your hand, the g
Awhat can | sayée | I|ied.o

AJ removed a small tightly wrapped pack of explosives from inside a wall mounted control
panel. He hured over to the portals main post and set the times to ten seconds. He pushed the
button and the timer started itds countdown. ;

AJ grabbed Ari by the hand and sprinted towa
Sevené. Sixé Fiveé.

They ran through the greenish portal.

Fouré ThreeéTwoé.

Light seemed to come from everywhere, a sound like a loud ripping of canvas, then a flash.
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Chapter 8.

The | ight was so bright Ar ilowlygsherhadaggdtopeepen he
through her eye lids. The golden light was blinding.

ifAre we dead?0o0

AJ hugged her, ANo Ari, weodre fine. The roonm
sunlighté. o

ASunl i ght 20 Ari 6s eyes pop poéjaystarecctoflow,shbe f el |

hugged AJ6s | eg as she trembled in awe.

AnOh my God AJ, do you know how | ong since 160
far as her eyes stil] coul dnét fully adjust t ¢
ANote sbenmos came the first time | 6II bet. Th
suné.i f any. o0 He reached down and hel ped her

to his arm desperately seeking support. Ari shielded her eyes with her handjagesheut over
the sundrenched landscape and the greeisie sky. Birds flew in the distance and darted in
and out among the trees. The warm gentle breezes tousled her hair as she smelled fresh clean air.

Her knees buckled momentarily as AJ steadied Aeideaned her head against AJ and with
a tear running down her cheek spoke in reverei
fantastic!o No matter how hard she tried, Ari

AJ kissed Arionthetopofhéread and nodded as he whispered

years, | waited for people, to send here. | n ¢
AAJ! How good itistosee youagaiilwWh at 6 s it been seven? No eig
didnét know i f you were stil]l alivelo

Ari and AJ turned slowly and where the portal once brought people into Eden, there stood a
small group of people.

A short slender man with white hair stepped forward, as he did he extended his hand.
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AGene? Gene, is that yout®useddthe loighinessad d, hi s
seeing full sunlight. AGeneé damned if it i snf¢

The two men gave each other a quick hand shake and slapped each other on the shoulder.

AWell | sure enjoyed all the food yobl send t
Gene chuckl ed, AYep, seems al l we had to do
AJ | aughed, nWel | It sure beat those damned
Gene got a more serious | ook on hibsendeadce, i C
The | ast traveler came through a |ittle over

twice a year whether or not anyone was there
when it didndét open.. o

AJ s mi | e dgettdtdunked@ede. Damned raiders were trying to get into the city

and | wasndét anywhere near the bunker that da
scheduled to return. | had intended to throw a note through sayingogoat to havea good

|l ife. Then bl ow the gate up. As you see | 0ve :
Gene turned to the smal/|l group of greeters.
Seems he thought there would be no uwsedhatf or a
had killed so much.d Gene smiled at AJ, ANO r «
so much dedication and honor? AJ i f we woul dn:i
no hope for Ededaré.t Ori vteh chsea eafdo us

Helooked at Ar i, AQuite a guy you have here. o

Gene then turned to AJ and smiled at Ari, who was still clinging to her loves waist and AJ
tightly wrapping his arms around her in comfort.

AAJ, now that youbve changed yourgami nd about
grinned at Ari and winked, Ae. 1 d6m assuming t hi
changing your mind. o

Gene wal ked over to the couple and extended
Al ti man, | was the | eader of this project. o
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A Wa s ?puzzladl

AOh AJé. o0 Gene gave the duo a wide grin, néH
There was no way | could have |l ed all these p:¢
their jobs either. Each community has their own leadershipar@ each country has people that
sit on the main Eden consul . o

AJ grinned back at Gene and in a | oud, proud
womanodos name i s Aribella Maradi, but she pref:¢
Gene, nQ@enrde,yehAri is the only reason | didnot d

Awell then AJ it must be true | ove, seeing Yy
argument | could think of to get AJ to come to Eden, but he wanted to die on the planet he loved,
called home. AJ and his damned stubborn | oyal!

Ar i | aid her head wupon AJO6s chest and hugged

loyalty to Earth and how he had longed to die with it.

AJ kissed her gentl y on heyholéfatllfowathidgsdat hen | o
us. Weeks ago | was alone and prepared to die. Then this little gal stumbled into my life and
weeks | ater tells me sheb6s willing to die wit
figure. o

Ari | ooked up andrhoalghitng tAJbés hhean | i ps and ¢
you, you idiot. Wi th my very existence. 0 Tear :
now with her love forever and no matter what lay ahead, she would face it together with him.

Gene wavd his hand and motioned for them to follow, toward the town that lay a short
distance down the road. The small welcoming group turned and walked to the road with Ari and
AJ still clinging lovingly to each other. After several steps AJ stopped and turdddaked at
the spot where they had appeared through the gate and set foot into Eden. The two remaining
portal polls now stood useless, markers to what once was.

Ari walked up to AJ and from behind him laid her head on his back and hugged him gently.
ADpou regret your decision AJ?0
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ANo baby. o6 He said as if he was trying | ook
last time.

AMy | ove, itds gone. Earth is no more.o

il know honey, it wasnoét that.o

AWhat is it then AJ?0

AA strange thkhomghtmijndst | traee®s running thro

Ari hugged AJ, then stretched up to kiss his
She teased.

AJ grinned down at her and they turned and began walking the path that Gene had gone

down. A Y o uy. lkvasqust thimking. &0 many ages ago two people so deeply in love

| eft their Eden and set foot into a new worl d
AAdam and Eve. o0 Ari | aid her head on AJO6s ar
AJ smiled at Ari. i davewhe Edrtle ard tveopeopld desply ip leve,p | e t

willing to set foot on a new world and face wlt
They stopped for a moment and | ooked into ea

ASo once again to Ed.e€rheytwmpedbnd waké&dhandinhandwofii s per
into their new sun lit Eden. As the warm summer breezes blew and birds sang their songs, AJ
pull ed Ari cl ose as he whispered, AYes my | ove
He gently hugged her,

Aféonce again Eden. o

The End.
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Frozen Earth.

Preface.

The weather changed slowly at first. Many warnedlobal warming. Many laughed.
There were severe weather storms that twenty first century man had never experienced, yet most
ignored the signs.

Fortunately for humankind there were those t
decidedto do something Event ual ly the worl dds government s
waters began to rise, storms intensified and lives were lost.

Knowing that man would have to live within these new parameters of nature, scientists began
to design various citiesthatthe f el t woul d survive this new wea
began to freeze that humankind realized perhaps we had too little knowledge to survive.
Still there were those that refused to give up and new cities were designed. Cities that would
have a chance of surviving the onslaught of the advancing glaciers of the new ice age. It was in
these cities that the first of mankind hid, adventuring out only for the most dire reasons.

Others built cities in old mines and caves. Most fled the advafi@aging snows and ice
and headed into the limited spaces near the Equator. Governments fell as they were inundated
by those fleeing south. Wars broke out all over the equatorial zones and men died, while others
froze to death as they fled back northward.

These were times that humankind tried to forget. Many of the cities failed, others struggled to
survive. Contact was lost between the cities that survived as the ice age progressed.

Small bases were established by those cities that survived. Hopingpditkéing survivors,
they built these posts on glaciers and ice fields. The smaller bases and posts fell one by one as
storms and ice claimed the frozen earth that crept ever forward from both poles. All but a handful
survived.

After the first century ofhe new ice age, all contact was lost between cities and those that
survives knew they were on their own.
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They were alone!

As the second century of the new ice age rolled around one of the surviving cities began
sending patrols out to look for any survis®f the scattered surface cities. Snow and ice had
covered their city and they knew that this cities design would survive. The ruling counsel created
a group known as rescuers. They had no official name or leader, yet they constantly went out in
the freeing weather above to find any remnants of humans that had tried to live on the ice
above.

For decades these rescuers braved the cold to find stragglers and bring them to the safety of
the cities warmth.

As the beginning of the third century of the ice @agame and passed, the patrols became
lesser as fewer survivors were found.

And then there was the fact that some of the survivors had become cutthroats that preyed
upon those few communities that did survive. They raided and killed, raped and plundéked, u
only shells of buildings remained and the freezing snows covered the fallen. Only the strongest
bases and posts survived with help and supply runs from the city.

Now well into the third century of the ice age most of those living in the city had mbme
face the fact, there were not many humans left, or at least in their area.

The raiders were killers and many of the rescuers fell at their hands. Then there were the ones
that were worse than the raiders. This caused many to quit in fear. Littldthié rescuers
began of stop searching. All that is, but one man.
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Chapter 1.

The howling winds had died down and Rod knew it was time to make his move. Somewhere
out there washie danger he sensed.
Also lost out there were the ones whose cry for help they had received on the radio days before.
It had been relayed from the base they called the Fuelers. The base had one of the last above
ground petroleum operations. It was this Fueler base that refagedeak, garbled message to
the city. The last of the rescuers loaded up his gear and set out to find the ones that asked for
help.

Cautiously Rod eased his snowmobile out from under the snow white tarp he had tossed over
it as he had rested for the nigh a wide open ice field. Slowly as he kept an eye out for
whatever lay out there, he folded the light weight tarp and stowed it into the rear compartment of
his sled. The ice fields covers vast areas and many dangers stalked these frozen snow eovered ic
fields. With only the occasional jutting ice outcrop protruding from the ice there was no cover.
The wind would swirl the snow and hide all but the nearest things, Rod carefully watched his
back. When the winds died, he could see farther, but so coyldtlaer thing lurking out just
beyond his range of vision.

Now after the storm was deadly silence. Rod knew that even the soft whine of his electric
Dropper drive snowmobile could be heard if someone or something was close. He checked his
snowmobield® ars dnolst often referred to, for obs
Just as his leg swung over the seat of his sled, his senses began to warn him thatgsometh
wasnot right.
Before he could sit, there was a snarl and a Saber dog leapt thineugih at Rod. Reaching for
his large blade, he dropped to one side, twisted his body upward to meet the hound, while raising
his hand and shoved the bl ade deep into the p:
narrowly missi nabrdath eekadwibhudéath érom, previousokils. There was a
| oud AYI PEO as it dropped and rolled onto the

AWhere thereds oneé. o0 Rod muttered aloud. I n
blade, then jumpednto the sled and twisted the throttle. The sled leapt so hard the nose skis
came off the ground. No sooner had his sled moved, another huge furry blur flashed behind him,
ités furry paw narrowly missing Rododvwsa rnde cikt.d sWi
dead companion and pounced upon the still quivering body of the dog.
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Rod snapped the visor on his helmet down as his eyes already had begun to hurt from the
freezing blast of air. He hadndot planesied t o ma
caused him to do so. As soon as his vision cleared slightly he twisted around to look back and
saw there were four of the hounds now feasting on the carcass. He turned the sled slightly and
headed back toward the north, northeast in the directitimedfistress signal. He checked the
compass on his sled and veered slightly to the correct heading. Taking one last glance back to
make sure he was no longer on the menu, Rod eased off the throttle and sat upright.

Slowly he shook his head and mumbleditohs el f, fiDamn t hat was <cl o
smell ed me even ue manggedalslightgriover scent . 0
AGuess | 6m still not sl owing down too much or

He raised his hand and gentl y HRuelalsaseeddyoa but t
copy?0 After waiting a feeaw bsasegn dc phye? 6c aNlolt end n:
Rod frowned, ADamn too far north! Christ | K ne
headed over to the base at least | would have had alward f or t he ni ght . o0 Th
his musi ng, AYeah guy and youdd probably be d¢

Rod had gone but a few miles when there was a thump on his helmet and Rod felt his head
snap to one si de. T heeHeturnedasd loakedidhe pight abdjustas a wh i
he did, the snow alongside his sled erupted in a small horizontal plume as a bullet slammed into
the snow.

ARai ders! 0 He shouted inside his hel met as h
flew overthe frozen wastelands of what was once the state of Michigan. He laid as flat as
possible for the next few miles, hugging the seat to make himself a smaller target. After a mile,
Rod looked back and with a sigh of relief found whoever had attacked hinolsddds.

AMaybe it was just a | oner. o Rod mused. AHav
a scout for one of those raider packs. 't coul
second, then it hit him ofOHh hmasr!é.I0t Heo Ulod khea:
compass, and noticed in his escape, he had wandered off course.

Once again he turned to the proper heading and once again he slowed a bit to conserve
energy. He knew the old Dropper engines could produce enough engrgyitte all the power
the sled needed for drive power as well as the heated seat, heated faring and keep the ice off the
windshield and accessories. It also provided electricity for the radio and emergency battery
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which the sled had to use to suppleméstdrive at higher g@ds.

These power units had truly been a breakthrough, but sadly maximum power was limited to
cruising speed. Beyond that, the faster a sled went the more power would be drained from the
small reserve battery. Once the battery wasl ugea sled would have to slow to a crawl in order
to recharge the battery. That could be as deadly out here as the frozen temperatures.

Rod checked his gauges and adjusted his speed so the charge rate for the battery increased.
The gauges were ok, therasvno apparent damage to his sled and reaching up to find only a
slightly cracked helmet he realized he seemed to be in good order as well. Checking the scabbard
for his pulse particle beam rifle, he saw a small crack.

AAw shit, it mueslowbddovaerawl,iglanced im thé direction he Mas
headed and saw it was all clear. He locked down the handlebars and throttle, so he could let go of
the of them. He pulled the pulse rifle out to

was thescabbard, so he shoved the rifle back in and the rifle charge indicator showed it was
charging. He twisted around and shouted back in the direction of the raider.

Rod keyed his helm mike and yelled, AYou ass
yourface! 06 But deep down inside Rod knew the rai
extremely lucky. The old gunpowder rifles the

rifle did, but they shot faster and getting hit by those old time bulletdikeitihe dickens. He
knew how painful a bullet was first hand. Rod was the last rescuer in service and had been shot
several times in the Iine of duty. He di dnodot 1

He grinned as he mused, A M.al joseedaminbdabtillétshurivh 'y | 6
like helliftheyd on 6t ki | | you. o0
Rod had escaped death twice now in less than a hour and his spirits were perking up. Being alone
in the ice world above his city was a lonely task, yet he loved it up here. When he got $she new
of the message, his emotions soared. Once agai
would get to be back out on the ice where he loved to be. There was nothing back in the city
other than a handful of people he cared for and sitting aroumtbamracks waiting for an
assignment was pure agony for him.

Rescuers were trained to survive out in the frozen wastelands above the safety of the glacial
covered city. They went out and brought back those trying to escape the older failing cities that
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had been built on the ice. Many had collapsed in the terrible winds and storms. Others were
crushed by moving glaciers or by the weight of the ewergiasing snow falls.

The few people that survived tried to make it to the hidden ticdesities they haddard of.
None of these cities had survived that anyone
wasnodét the | ast, yet other than a few outpost :
Only Rescuers could bring back people as locationke entries of this city was kept secrets.
Raiders and other threats would kill to find these places of warmth and safety. To the raiders
their only goal was to take over or to loot them. This was a dangerous world Rod lived in and
being caught offguar coul d be deadly. The message coul d
job to find the party and see if they were really in trouble or if this was just a new raider attempt
to find his city.

The day shortened and the light faded as he rode ever nortiNigintl would fall soon and
the frigid cold would creep over the ice once again. More so than what he was experiencing at
the present. Most evenings brought gale like winds and temperature drops well below zero as
well as blinding snow squalls. Some of thermserious storms brought flying crystals of ice that
would rip a normal snowsuit to shreds. He knew his heat suit would protect him as it was
constructed out of extremely strong material, but whoever called for help would have to find
some sort of shelteor die.

Rod knew of a few places to stop and rest as there were still skeletal remains from those that
had tried to live on the ice and snow. Sometime in the past people built various structures on the
ice and it was now in these failed structural caseaghat Rod sought shelter. There were old
taller structures that had been built back before the snows and ice came. Those that still were tall
enough to tower above the layers of ice and snow. Yet even over the centuries, they had become
frozen ghosts athe past. Most had filled with snow as windows broke and frozen themselves in
time. The tops that managed to protrude above the snow did still provide some protection from
the elements and other things.

Those people that managed to keep free from death and cold by constantly moving or
building frozen walls to keep the various means of death out. Some lived in the old structures for
a while. Whether made of ice or steel, little by little these placesrdéhéo raiders or they
were abandoned for the complete safety of the city. Just a call for help and Rod or the others
would come and lead them to a new home.
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Now he was far away from these safe places of rest. The northern areas had been abandoned
decaes earlier, except for a few small outposts. It was the last known surviving outpost that had
called for help from an old fueler base that still existed as they tried to pump the last bit of oll
from the ground. The message was faint and barely augligdi¢here was no doubt someone was
in dire peril. They were abandoning their outpost and were heading toward the general area of
the city. The fuelers tried to reply, but the outpuoster answered back.
So now it was Rodo6s d ddtofyice and find theamyBeeptddwa indide o0 z e n
Rod knew it had to be Out Post #2. OP2 was the only facility to the far north of the fueler base. It
had to be them which worried Rod and the city:¢
information abotiglacial movements.

He pulled the sled into a large outcropping of ice called a pressure ridge and found a spot
where the sides leaned against one another. He backed the sled in and covered the one opening
with the tarp. Off in the distance he could dee tipper most beams of a once great bridge, or so
he was told. Now the ice and snows had covered all but the top twenty feet. He had heard rumors
that it was hollow inside, but never dared to try to get in. Old steel was one of the most
dangerous material&rozen for centuries and hoar frost rusted structures like these were wise to
stayout of.

Rod concentrated back on his concealing his spot there in the ice pressure ridge. On the other
smaller end he pushed ice boulders and frozen snow to block the@pkis sled barely fit into

the narrow crack, but that mattered not as he stretched out on the warm seat and flipped up the
safety bars to keep from rolling off. Sleeping on his sled was nothing new to him this way he was
never burdened down by havirgtow a skid with a tent. In his line of work speed was critical.

He reached up and touched the panel on the side of his helmet and the recording played in his
earsi This is Oé.st tw.., does anyeéody copy? Our
are mov again. We cannot éé. Only ené Survi vec
toward the rérted viciné of the city.

Pl ease if anéody érs us send help. We have s
how to survive out thetreGl aMei evietpay®s édnakehdadak
Pl ease i fThamegshge dnéled.0

ADamn, Outpost 2 they had the biggest radio
hundred years. OP2 moved as the glacier they were in moved. They should hawe bexn s
Rod sat wup abruptly, AOh Lord! I f OP2 was <col |
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south at a faster pace then thought. It has t
to be them. o

ARod t o base. 0 He nyealizingdewas tootfap froim any friendlydradio, t h e

to be heard, hit anot her button on his hel met .
ARecording. o The helm replied.
il f f ound, t hat means | di dnot make bDt back

me. The message | was given, has to be from OP2. This means the glaciers are moving faster,

our city will be alright, but | fear all the top side living will end. We must make room for those

we know of, defend agai nst shook hikhead imdesgaihr e at s

Aféeéand reopen the forbidden parts of the ol d s:

caution. Talk to Zak he will fill you in on t|I
Rod remembered growing up in the salt mines. Mankind had sealed them except for one

entrance, then sprayed them with insulation to keep the cold out. The mines ran from under the

state of Michigan into Canada and Pennsylvania and were heated and poweredhgyrgab

energy. It was many of these mines that were now inhabited and ligevilas not easy. Since

the city had found the mines things were better and supplies were traded and life improved for

Rodosle.peop

For his entire life there deep in the mines, there was talk about connecting the short distance to

their sister city in Pamsylvania. It was the last city to be protected by the embedded pole system

and was still safe and thriving the last time anyone heard. Even back then the talk of connecting

to them through the underground mines was mentioned every decade or so. Bue Rbthen

few that knew that link would never be built, he knew the horrible secret and he had told Zak

who was his friend and mentor.

Rod | aid back on the seat and mused, AThr ee
Guess we are lucky, butthewloul dndét tell é. 06 He slightly rais
enough nowé. o0 He whispered and raised the vi s
one knows the real truth. o

He t wisted around and f | i pp ehdrevaas anothetradio on hi
signal. The party had to be close, that is unless the various ice beasts that roamed these parts got
t hem. AThen there are those damn canni bal séo |

75



Worlds of Survival.

above as he put his hands behindhs| met and | ai d back, Aéand t he
to the survivors first, I have too

This was the place Rod wanted to be, where he was the happiest. Out in the fresh air, not
down below in the filtered, conditioned air of his city. Sadly he ktieare would come a time
when he too would not be able to leave. Once the glaciers came, all work would be concentrated
on keeping the air vents and exhaust cleared. No longer would the vents have to be hidden. The
heat could be raised to melt the ice frthva glaciers as theyagsed over the city below.
There would be no more raiders as they would have to move south to survive and the wild
predatory anirals would follow. ad there would be no more use for the likes of him.
Rod knew he would fédéike he had been buried alivand he thought of never being outside
again would be intolerable. Like those few poc
zo0o. Caged as they were, every time he saw those poor creatures, Rod felt like crying. Soon he
would be one of them, except his cage would be larger.

Slowly his eyes closed and the ever gentle beeping of the motion sensors he had left outside
of the ice cave told him all was clear. Rod had tossed a few in front of the fissure to detect
movement and ne the soft beeping lulled him to sleep, sleep which he seriously needed. It had
been days since he had slept soundly.

His mind wandered back to where he was now. Up on the ice, the wind, the crisp air, how he
would miss it all.
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Chapter 2.
AGrampa? Weodore all here. When are you going
AnHeh, heh, Ok chil dren you all sit down and
AnGrampa, tell us about the | egend. 0
Al'l the children started yelling, nTell us a

The old man named Zak sat in his familiar story telling chair as the youngsters sat on the
warm floor around him. Some of the older people working nearby all leaned toward Zak as he
slowly rocked his chair back and forth.

nWel | chil dr en wheretloedegend starked. Byt mdstrthoniwiswas a while
after the snows came, back when the book was written. You remember | told you about back
when the world was warm and the sun shown most of the time. Back when water fell from the
skyanditwascald r ai n. O

The children laughed at the idea of water falling instead of snow. One little girl sitting in the

mi ddl e of the children frowned and Zak noti ce:t
AGrampa Zak, you al ways tel/l u s didoitfchamge?war m wo
Why wonét it come back?0

Zak smiled warmly at the girl as he leaned back intodhésr.
ANo one really knows Suzy, maybe it was man p
but the weather began to change at the end of the twené&atury. By the mid twentfirst
century the snows came sporadic at first, but it seemed as if the cold never went. By the end of
the twentyfirst century it snowed just about all the time and our ancestors were told a new ice
age was coming.o

~

Zakstoppd rocking and stared at the ceiling, Al
expanded from the poles toward the equator. N

One of the ol der children spoke Idhetvay il Know

down to theéd He | ooked embarrassed, fnél don ot
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AnParallel, Jason. They are | ines the world w
AYeah that was it Grampa Zak, the ice moved
Zak chuckledi Wel I youdére c¢close my boy, but mostly

the areas near the Equator. Of course being the way we are, war was inevitable and soon those
areas were barely fit to live in. Mankind almost perished except for those in the dtiédsse o ur s . 0O

=1}

But Grampa Zak, webre here. o0 Chirped one of

ANow chil dren be nice. Hera is new to this g
you. 0 Zak smiled at Hera and aelttleendxt gefeRtoome mb e r
This is our way. This is the way it al ways ha:

Hera who was around ten asked, AGrampa Zak,

Zak | eaned back once again as he spoke sl owl
deep in the frozen threeof eternal winter, the government of what was then known as the
United States, realized this new ice age was upon us and not going to go away. The scientists

tried many way to keep cities alive. Mast f ail
one of the lucky few where they tried somet hi
his voice.

Tom stood as Zak waved him to finish his story. He was one of the older children and
perhaps the brightest and seemed he knew the storiestySwmaeday it would be Tom telling
children the stories.

AThey buried over five thousand poles one hu
high. Our ancestors piled and froze snow around these poles as it fell for decades. Sometime
during that tme they linked the tops of the poles and made a roof which the snow covered and
they froze it, sprayed it with Plagtih e r m, making the dome we see t
as Zak nodded his approval.

AWe warm oursel ves and dgeeatr trho sctaldfe deewr ener g

Al know, | know Grampa Zakéo Alcie |l eapt to
ATher mal energy. o
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AVery good Alcie.0 Zak smiled as she sat. Sh
future. She was aldseoandheeassdproddaokhérs gr andchi |

ANow we vent our atmosphere over one hundred
and draw in new.0 Zak | eaned forward and aske:q
before it gets to the surface andwhywe lider vent s i n the high gl aci

Just about all the hands went up and voices chimed out.
ARai ders! o

Cannibal s. 0

=)}

fSeekers. o

AThat 6s right children. We must hi pgiethd rom t h

frozen world of frost. We must protect al/l of
radi o markers well away from the city for tra
ABut what i f the bad men call Grampa Zak?o0

Zak grinned, A T hseuers for shildweh. 3a go oue andhnaakeesure tieey are
travelers and not bad men. o

ARod does all that Grampa Zak? Heds just one
out.

AfWe have reserve men that can goso@udomndt ay ono

worry your | ittle heads about that. Weobre quif
ABut what of the | egend you said you were go
AOh the | egend. 0 Zak chuckl ed, nAWell my dear

there wa a book written and in it, a legend telling of something that could melt the ice or at least

some of it. The legend said that someday there would come a man that would figure out how to

use this device and the ice would melt. There is a secret ridai# tioet man of legend and some

other text. Only tellers are allowed to see 1t

79



Worlds of Survival.

nAl Il of the ice Grampa? Melt it all?0 Tom as
Zak | ooked at his grandchild and smiled warm
this man would melt the icend a new land would be found. This man of legend would lead the

city to this new | and or at | east those that \
AWhat 6s the new | and | i ke Grampa Zak?0 Sever
AThe | egend never sai d eechidrénthatéesaveytwe comee way |

here once a month to learn from us older folks. So someday you can tell the children that follow
you and they can tell their children. We must tell it right and never forget. When the day comes

the | egend will make sense. 0

Tom stood and smiled at Zak. Al wondét forget
anot her | and. o

Zak grinned at the | ad. Al &m sure you wil/ T
in those books in the | ibrary where that | and
Alcie jumpedupand shouted, fiMe too Grampa Zak, <can
Zak chuckled at the childrends enthusiasm an
why dondét you al/l go to the Ilibrary and see i f

The childrendl got to their feet and ran off giggld]i
walked up next to him.

ADad, you sure have a way with the children.
afterschool is like pulling a tooth, but one story from you and effgh r un. 0

nStella, my darling, itds al/l in the telling
who knows maybe someday one of them wil/| becol
Al dondét know dad, ités so danger dansovep t her
with so much danger. 0 St el | an-lanethatemerb ldlledeodt her s
top side. Now she and her dad cared for Al cie.

died just two years earlier. Her dad broke the silefiteothought.
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AStella, i1itds a |l egend. o0 Zak | aughed, W@AEven
|l ife timeé. Yetéo

Stella grinned at Zak. AYou al ways sound 1| ik
| egend, yet you jawmgdt aersd giht. owi th fYet éo
Stella, | ooked sadly at her dad, then out th
my husband up there. 1 f it wasnodot for Rod | wc¢
canni balsé. Then we | osté. .o

Zak reached out and squedze St el | adés hand. A know dear i f
of us that woul dndét be here. We were lucky to
knew the hardships ofé up there. o Zak paused :
hef i nds them, sadly | fear that wondét be much
Stella turned pal e, ADad, why?o

AfBecause dear, those cannibals that killed vy

Scar, are slowly moving in on this area. We have two ways out and even thougints are
safe, maintaining rescue ports is getting harder every year. Keeping them clear and hidden at the
same ti meéo

ifFat her 20 Stella frowned.

Zak knew Stella was upset because she had just called him father, which she rarely did.
A We | | d enailrhastddrieed t tethe western one collapse and seal it up for good when it
does coll apse. o

fiBut dadéo

AThey know dear, | etds face it, other then t
settl ement we dondét thinkh there Iis anyone out

iBut t he ot her cities that are rumored to be

ANo one knows dear, but 1 f they find us, the
forget all the cities had separate codes. Somewhere we still have theccmlgegity them if
someone up there uses them. o
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ABut what I f someone that doesné6t have codes
AwWell then wedll decide if we need to go up
informati on, they could be raiders, or worseé@¢.
Zaktumnel and wal ked away, then turned to add qu
worth saving. So Rod wil!/ go up and do what he

slowly closed the door and sat in his chair. He stared out the window at the poleddhai the
dome. How enclosed his world had been all his life. He gave a slight smile as he thought of the
children and their search for the location of the new land. Then sighed as he knew that even if
someday one of them would find it, he would stay aslldrmany others. This was the only

world they knew.

If anyone would find a new world it would be the last rescuer that still existed. Rod was
Zakdés friend and he was Roddés mentor. Rod had
old and damaged tontinue to be a rescuer.

Now his friend was out in the frozen wastelands once again. Perhaps for the last time, to find
the survivors of what they thought to be Outpost 2.

Soon only stories of great deeds would echo in the minds of children. Soon thetreon
be anyrescuers left.

Zak sighed once again at the thought.
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Chapter 3.

Rod awoke with a start! His dreams betrayed
the night mares. 0 He (¢ rteiandiihe swea tunning deswnpisaheekli ng p

A quick breakfast was crunched down as Rod m
about being on the surface, eating tastetesschy food bars.
He packed and got ready to go. Rod zipped up his snow wlatesti¢, pushed down his white
hel mbs visor and wal ked over to the entrance ¢

down the tarp he had put over the entrance, h
way out this morning. Justasket art ed hi s sl ed, there was a cr
ADoeséybody.. read..sé. Weéreédoéuoécopy?0 Th

action. He quickly rode the sled out of the split in the ice cliffs he had spent the night in.

Onceintheopehe touched the button on the side of
callingé. | <copy. How do you read me?0

Over the radio a voice trembling with excitement spoke, while in the background Rod could

hear cheers. AWe hear ysouo fine. Thank God you
AWho would us, be?0 Rod asked cautiousl y.
AWebre whatos | eft of Outpost 2 and we have

Delta five. O

ADelta five? Christ that was | ost decades ag
AYeah, we thought so tooéo

Rod intédr meptded/,ouir | ocati on OP2, so I can fi
then youodll have a Operations map. Give me yol
There was a s hlodr,t Soeacutsoer tdh.eon, fAL

AGreat! o Rod shouted, AYouodrkeepheadingsoatbandt sev
I 61 | meet you soon. o
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More cheers could be heard as the voice repl
name over the air. | é we, canoé6t wait to meet

Rod slammed the visor down on his helm and spethward to find the party. He knew they
too would have Dropper drive sleds, but how many or what shape they would be in would have
to wait until they met. That would be the time to talk and make plans to return to his city. Once
he made sure they were rgalVho they said they were. The raiders were getting much more
clever in their ruses, but then Rod was much

Within an hour Rod could see the line of sleds moving toward him. He slowed as he neared,
then stopped and waitddr them to move to him as he scanned for signs that they might be
raiders. Many were riding more than one to a sled and most of the sleds towed skids loaded with
tents and supplies. Some skids were almost empty, they had left in a hurry or used up most of
what they had. If this was a raider ruse, then it was effective, they looked like survivors.

Outpost 2 had been a deep north weather station for almost two centuries. These were the
offspring of people that came from his city and volunteered to go toetiveoutpost. From the
outpost they would report on glacial movements, weather, and more importantly storms coming
out of the north. Over the decades radios became less efficient due to weather conditions and age
of the equipment. Communications were essdigld by land and every five years a small group
from the city would travel the eighteen hundred miles to get data from the station. It had only
been four years since the last visit and Rod had been with two other rescuers that went to the
fairly large oupost. The original eighteen hundred miles were now two centuries later less than
one thousand. The glaciers hadrsd moving faster.
The lead scientist had told Rod and the others a lot of their equipment had been damaged or
destroyed over the years bhacier tremors, but no one could have guessed it would lead to
OP206s destruction. OP2 moved on top of the gl :

The question that kept running through his mind was, would he be able to recognize any of
them? If so he couldet them quickly and get home, if not then the long process of feeling them
out would begin.

The sleds slowly pulled up to Roddés position
hi m. Al 6m professor Adams, John histanddasRa. 6 He |
raised his visor and removed his helmet as was custom when two strangers met on the upland
ice.
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N

My name i séo

ARod. | remember when you came to OP2 four vy
were with old Dale and that young kid. o

AfBotwere killed by Scardés raiders. o

=]

Oh 1 &m so sorry to hear that Rod. When?o

AAbout two years ago. The guys at the fuel b
cannibals for some live women. This Scar has become a real threat to us and everyone around
this entire area. The fuel base is his main tl
have to evac as wel |l . Eventually heol | figure
they are. Presentl y t he I|dave¢henealore, a leaatdoenowbut h  hi |
t hat wonoét | ast for |l ong. o

Rod | ooked worried, AThat brings me toé Wher

John | ooked sadly at the survivors as they n

A

cavei n6s t o oMk Gad Ra, the glaciers have started moving at twice their previous
speed. Half our base dropped into a deep crevasse without any warning. We lost most our
hydroponics, all of our repair facilities, thi

AThédas what caused the destruction of your st

AMostly, that and | ack of food. Like | said
ago. o0 John signaled for one of the sleds to |

Rod looked overtotheapprac hi ng sl eds, AFuel ers? You sti/l

Before John could answer, the sled pulled up and two people got off and walked over to
John.

John filled Rod in. fiThese are the two remai
five. ThisisErt Smi th he was their mechanic. 0

Eric removed his helm as customary and exten
Our base was destroyed by the gl aciers, then t
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thought wedd be &dtThkh& man Wwaes eafomalvlerratty | c
and a weak hand shake, yet spoke like a man that feared little.

The second person walked over to Rod and pulled off the helmet. Long jet black hair
cascaded over her shoulders as she tossed hebaelatb reveal the most gorgeous face Rod
had ever seen. She smiled warmly at Rod and held out her hand as Rod slowly extended his.

Ailodm so glad to meet you Rod, my name is Evy
outpost, that is until the radioom caught fire six years ago. Then as you can guess | was out of
a job.o

APl eased to meet you Evy, as you heard I 6m R
AMatter of fact, the only one these days. I d
good thing. I doubt it there wild./ be many mor

AnWedre glad too Rod. I f John hadndédt made t ha
never would have found OWe&thooghtkve werelsalepbutehdn at J o |
|l earned the extent of their emergency. You sSec¢
that were bounced off inversion layers, but we never managed to send any back that way. We
knew they existed at leastuptasiyear s ago, so thatdéds where we
had a gener al idea where they were broadcasti |

John smiled slightly, ASeems D5 survivors we

traveled nearly sixhundde mi | es t o get to OP2.0

Rod | ooked at Eri c. ASi x hundred? Two of you
AnOh Hell no!o Eric grinned, ADamned i f | wou
at first. Crevasses, wild animal s, evoen si ckne¢e
Evy, I woul dnot have made it at al | . I was Si
the sled. o He |l ooked over to Evy and patted hi

skid behind us until I got well enough to ride solo. Thendbcond sled died and we doubled up
again. Hell there were times, she said, | had to be pulled in the skid, | was so out of my mind. |
owe her éo

AWasndot anything Eric, Il just didndét want to
A hat eeb@®i ng al on
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They all laughed until Rod put a damper on their talks.

AGuys. We have a |l ong way to go and | see al
We 6| | have to get back to the ice cliffs wher e
safep ace and there Iis one ice cavern | arge enou

John asked somewhat hesitantly, ARod a few o
medi cal hel p?o0

Al can get you some hel p medi cal Ibgthercbnuat heds
day, maybe | ess depending upon the weatheré. oo
small group to add, fAé.praiders and the |ike. |
This is also canni bal tureyoundnddependingpanhéirlfdod ei t her
suppl vy, captives wind up either as food or bat

Rod mounted his sled, then added, AMy el ectr
so | o611 be abl e t o t aptkechaterdowmon your otleerseRaidelsannel |
canodét understand our scrambled frequencies, b

The rest nodded they had heard the warning and donned their helmets as well. Rod noticed a
lot of the survivors had redar heat suits while others were bundled in thick, well padded old
style cold suits. Camp would take a while to set up this night as he watched as a few sleds
dragged skids of equipment behind them.

Rod yelled to John ratheaeravtehen nusd yHied or ddkei
tents on the skids being towed behind many of the sleds.

John yelled back, AiWe have to , we freeze du
your s, but are warm at night.a&addHedstaOuredf a ol
about gone, but we have plenty of tents and s

Rod nodded and slid his sled around to the south and took the lead. The rest followed close
behind in a single file. This areawas newiteetm and werenoét taking any
crevasse or moving too close to a raider ambush. And one line of tracks would cover over with
blowing snow faster than many tracks. Slowly but surely the small party made their way toward
the looming icecliffs.
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John pulled up next to Rod once again, raise
|l f a raider seebs theméo

Rod raised his visor and replied, A We 61 I kee
tonight, we should be good in a few hoars.

AYou have weather forecasting gear?0o0

Rod | aughed and pointed to his eyes, AYeah,
sky to the west. John looked to the black churning clouds and knew there would be gale force
winds before night fall as hewered his visor and slipped back into the single file line of sleds.

Within an hour or so Rod led them down a winding trail of another pressure ridge and into
the semi dark stronghold of ice. He dismounted after turning his sled to face the entrance and
waved the other sleds to go on in the dark cavern. Rod watched as the others followed suit in the
| arge i ce cavern. The | ights of the sl eds ¢ ame
motioned where he wantedettm to go.
He pulled off his helmas hedissmomt ed and grinned at the others.
until the Saber dogs killed them off. Then last year | killed the dogs off after they attacked one of
the guys from the fuel depot that was hunting.

AThereds game here?0 John asked.

ANaw.anmMymor e. But those guys at the fuel de p
il k around here in over a century, but damned
time it was the hunter that got eaten instead

ASaber dasked?0 Evy

ADogs or wolfs that have evolved to grow fou

itos to kil food with thick fur.o Rod grinne:
Tonight we take turns watching the entrance. The smalliogemt the top are far too high and
narrow for anything to come down. Thereds no ¢

some detectors. o

The next hour was spent setting up tents in the large expanse of the surrounding ice cliffs.
The cliffs artied upward for over one hundred feet and touched at the top in most places. What
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little light that came through quickly faded. Rod was amazed to see the tents had small exterior
lamps on them and were softly illuminating the cavern, yet not bright enowadlow outsiders
to see the soft lighting.

Soon the watch was set and everyone else settled down to the scant evening meal. The
communal tent where dinner was eaten was large and roomy and all enjoyed the warmth inside
from the small fuel cell heater.

Jom | ooked over to Rod and smil ed. ASo Rod |
perhaps maybe a |little something about yoursel

Al really dondét I|ike toéo

Evy gently toughed his hand. APl ease Rod, al
to know all about each other, it woul d be ni c¢

To which Eric added, fiYeah we do talk a | ot
about us! o

The group laughed. And laughed to a point where it made Rod uncomfortable. Evy still
| aughing | aid her head on Rododés shoulder and |
teasingly to prod himinto tellingttyhemeasmé@Dl
Then she started laughing with the rest once more.

Rod looked around uneasily as he could see nothing funny about this situation.

She managed to stop her | aughing as tears r a
h av e n 6 ything @ khuglaabout in such a long time. Even Eric has never said anything funny
for months and he was al ways the first to cr a:

The laughing died down as John looked across the remains of dinner and grinned over to
Rod. MAYou see h&e dehaw been rgscueddéWeehave hope and a future. For the
first time we actually have something to | ook
a bit giddy because there has been so much st

ALook guys, | O0nbugtl ande yhoauv ef eae || osnagf ed,anger ous
too happy yet. o
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John nodded to Rod, then asked, AWell then,
yoursel f?06 He chuckl ed, AMi ght make us feel e

Rod sighel, but realized these people needed to get their minds off their problems and the
journey ahead, solwectantly he began,
AwWell, | grew up in the salt mines under sout |
was called once. You see mines anderground areas were the first to be made into survival
settlements when the government back then realized a new ice age was upon us. They reinforced
the supports and sprayed them with insulating material. Drilled deep to tap intioegeal
layers to povide heat ad power.
For generations my family lived there, mostly miners, all the men dug mines or bored for new
sources of power. All the mated young in the mines.
There was a plan was to dig to the first city in Pennsylvania to be surroundesimtelsystem
like the city we traded with and is now my home. The salt mines were thought to extend over a
lot of the northern areas of the U.S. So the plan was to mine to connect the two cities and our
mine complex. We had the location of this other.city

Rod paused and shook his head sl owl vy, AGuess
Pennsylvania, then word was send they were almost done digging to the city in Michigan we
traded with and wanted those in the mines to dig to the location about e tiumiles or so
northwest of some city that was once called Detroit. So all digging to Pennsylvania was halted
and all sources were brought to bear to dig to the city we knew existed. | was but a back baby
then. o

ASo you never gotasked t hat other city? Eri

ANaw. 0 Rod replied, but he hesitated before
AEven after all this ti me. Guess once we ran
we t hought we were so c¢l| os esRbdowuldinottdlethesii ghed a
everything until he was certain about who they were and they respected that.

AHow did you get to be a rescuer?0 Evy asked

Rod chuckl ed, AWell for one, | never |iked d
came to the mine§ hey brought a new supply of Sun bulbs and other supplies. This time it
wasnoét the wusual supply guys, they were call e

t hat wanted to join.o Rod | aughed al dfusti, @A Da mi
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they didndét want a nineteen year old kid, but
rescuer they ever had, or so they tell me . O

Rod stood and headed toward the tent flap, then turned and looked at the group sitting on the

blanketed floo . AOl d Zak trained me and did so well,
died or were killed off. Except for old Zak, 1
di ggi ng, now hunts and kil l s f oMaybe beingthe lastg . Pel
rescuer, is for the besté. maybe there should |

Rod turned to go out the flap as John spoke
and | suspect many ot hers. You didnodot kil us.

Rod opened the flap and steppedi t . Wi t hout turning he paused,
there yet! o The flap fl opped shut as the part)

John | ooked at the group. AMaybe we shoul déo

It was Evy that got to her feet. Agarhan, | et
that has spent most of his time alone out her
without finishing. For some unknown reason, the usually strong willed Evy had realized she was
on the verge of crying. This man she had just met sdesu strong, yet there was something she
sensed within him. Somet hing that touched her

Evy quickly walked over to Rod who had just relieved the two guards at the entrance of the
ice rift. She watched as Rod leved his visor and scanned the darkness for signs of movement.
As she walked up beside him, he reached down and flipped a switch on his sled that was facing
outward.

AThat 6s suppose to do something | take it?0

Rod turned and raised his visor.afe It puts out an invisible beam that scans for movement

from anything | arger than a Frost hare. o0
AThey still exist?o0
Rod | aughed, #ANaw, itbdés just when this unit

also gets signals from the sensors | droppgdsmle which detect movement as well as thermal
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detection and relay it back here. o6 He pointed
know when we arenét al one. 0

They both chuckled and lowered their visors as the frozen wind picked up. Rbedeaver
to Evyds helm and made a few adjustments. He t
plugged it into his sledbés dashboard.

ANow you should be able to hear me on my fre
careful, these old helmjacksarét very power f ul more than five
| candét hear you. oo

Evy looked over to Rod and smiled warmly and gave him a thumbs up. A second guard
wal ked up to stand with Rod and Evy walesed hi m

|l eader , Fred, you go get some sl eep. The next
Rod | ooked over to Fred and chuckl ed, AFred,
have good suits, sheodoll be ftheawozhours gpr hbryYod hen . °

tell this Art she mentioned as well. There are enough of us where two hour shifts will be fine
from then on. o

Evy started to protest, but Fred waved her t
He knows how to survive out here, even better
Evy | aughed, fAEric surviving out here? Hell

The guys laughed.

Evy nodded, then stepped behind Rod as a frigid blast of wind hit them. She raised up on her
toes and peered over Rodo6és shoul der. AYou real.
my watch if this keeps up. o

Rod raised his hand and patted her helm, then slowly twisted it down to look at his sled. He
did somet hi ng Evy tinahe datkntideh heguened tocheraGently Rod wh a
grasped her arms and slowly sat her onto his sled.

She sat there for a few moments, then shoute
scooted back to the end of the long seat and laid forward. Afeav enfnutes the heat began to
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penetrate her shapeless, bulky snow suit. After a few minutes she rolled unto her back and
moaned. ANow this is the way to stand watch. o

Rod looked over to her and grinned, then turned to stare out into the blowing snow of the
frozen night. Luckily the wind was blowing away from the ice ridge. The snows tonight were the
partyds friend as it quickly covered any tracl
refuge and no one would dare travel in these conditions. Not aigers or cannibals. But Rod
knew that tomorrow could well be a different story and the snows could turn deadly for them if
they didndét abate. He sighed gently, such was

Looking down at Evy warming herself on his sled he wondesdeat her story was, what she
looked like under all that suit insulation. During dinner they barely opened their suits as the tents

hadndédt warmed up yet. They had a small Droppel
cell. He did see how pretty slwas, but theest was a mystery.
He chuckled so Evy woul dndét hear him, she | ool

wei ghed three hundred pounds under her suit al
fascinated him and it had been alongtimensc e he t al ked to a woman he

Evy sat up and patted the seat and Rod sat d

and take all the heat mysel f. o
Rod smil ed. AOur heat suits pull s mal | amoun
supply Evy. Thatdés what powers the suits heat.i

suit stays warm. o0

Af0ooo, | wish mine did that! o Evy chuckl ed.
away?0

Rod grinned at her Iistulereis $everal ldyerscofinhaerialghat. A We | |
protect me from the cold. Some of the layers act like a storage battery. Other layers generate
small amounts of electricity when | move and this suit takes only a small amount of energy to
wor k. o

Evysnuggledgai nst Rod to cut down on the col d. AN
those!d She chuckled, then shivered, AMy butt
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AnsSil |y, get your butt out of here nmysedl get t o
for year séo

Evy interrupted him and sounded somewhat agg
quitter. | 6ve survived this | ong and | think I

Rod patted Evyods knee althdédvgphohe doullad edghth
your determination. Thatods something rare now

The anger vanished in a second with Rodobds wo

she hadnodt felt i n year s iredhimeNotdoowhatbewas but i ked
the way he was, the way he treated her as an equal and with respect. Sadly this was not the case
in her past. Perhaps this was why she was drawn to him so strongly, she mused. She then
shrugged théeeling aside.
Somucchad happened to her, so muché She pushed ¢
tonight. o She thought. Tonight she would get
person, noté. Again she frowned agandtRpdabithed he.
more.

nSo teldl me a bit more about yourself Rod. D

ANaw, never had the time.o0o Rod | ooked at Evy
picked up. AThi s job t akteswarwtertya hb mrgdd n ha vwi f

In her mind Evy was stunned, a guy like this, doing what he does, yet caring enough to worry
about what someone else might feel. Her mind staggered at the thought that for the first time in
years, she actually wastracted to a man even though she had sworn when her late husband
died, shedd never be attracted to another man.
found she enjoyed talking to him.

The wind gusted through tdsheslhivared AgairfbEssy ent r anc
found herself snuggling up to this stranger.

Evy sighed and whispered to herself, nAt | ea
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Chapter 4.

Fred camend relieved Evy as he said he would and Evy got off the warm seat and walked
back into the darkness toward her tent. Still pondering the last few hours she had spent with Rod
as they stood their watch. Nothing personal had been discussed, yet witly hothemall talk,

Evy found herself really getting attracted to this strange rescuer.

Rod watched her walk into the dimly lit cavern and vanish into the shadows.

AWonder what she | ooks | ike under all that s
tumed t o face each ot her. ABeing the only woman
Rod chuckled, fAWho cares Fred, Evyods really
seems a bit distant at times. | just candét put

Al Ove noti cedaxkedad eHr ire pddaeidng iAtlthey arri ved
been that way since her husband died years ag:¢

AYeah, she didndét want to talk about her pas
seems |l i ke i f sheddd |kda & etre rdreiffeincs eme rdsoovm., 0 s h e
Fred grinned and gave Rod a wink, Al ntereste

Al nterested?0

Al n Evy. You sound | i ke youdéd |Iike to get to
| aughed, A Wel | us younger guys bDgetctoseiaslher Tr ust
personality slams shut | ike a steel door! Evy
her . o

ACoul d have fooled me Fred. Webve chatted al

Fred | aughed agai n, 0 Aredona hfecorpast, she cnangegdthee g o't
subject, right?0o

AHMMMé now that you mentioned itéo
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Rod never finished as Fred patted him on the

your stuff into my tent. o Fred dnaeehtdndRlayd, nATf t
Odogy with some of the other guys. This way Yy
chuckl e, AWoul dnét want you to fall asl eep whi

AOk Fred, youdve getd afdsalepThmankbs, thi get et
sl edbébs wide cushioned seat. AComfy enough, b ut

Soon the second man for the watch came and Rod explained they could warm up on his
sl edds seat an cdromanthelydat his aidsek wi t h Fr

Fred stopped and pointed, AThat tent there,

with another so you wono6t be interrupted. Ge't
Rod grinned and gave a haphazard salute. nye
Fred grinnedandaw!l ked off in the direction of the sl

warmed tent. The air filled floor felt bouncy as Rod crawled to his large sleeping bag that Fred
had tossed inside. He unrolled his bed and began to relax.

For the first time in tw weeks Rod got to remove his heated snow suit and folded it neatly
and laid it to the other side of the small, but roomy tent. He lay there shirtless and his faded pair
of O6Wooliesd. Woolies were pants thaepanmker e ma
some manmade material and although tight, they were not uncomfortable and they retained body
heat nicely. Rod stretched out to lay on top of his bag, enjoying the warmth of the heated tent.
He pulled out a packet of his Qutkean and wiped downhén he sprawled out atop his sleeping
bag. Comfort, for the first time in so long. Rod mused to himself that even though this group had
fled, they sure had done so in style. He pushed on the warm air filled floor and grinned.

ARod?0 Came atwhidepemMmRodomooyou have a few n
ASure Evy, come on in.o
AYou recognized my voice?0

Rod chuckled, AAhh, Evy youbre the only woma
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Evy roll ed her eyes upward and bl ushed embar
Rodé. honestly. o

They bdh grinned as she zipped the tent flap back together.

Evy crawled over and sat next to Rod. #ASorry
| ooked over at him smiling warmly. ATal king t ¢
aboutyou.lknw you wondot talk about the citkg until vy

about you. o
She coul dnét help but stare at his muscul ar cl
head up on his hand and rolled to one side to look in her direction.

AEvy, 06 Rod grinned, fAThat short story | told
|l 6ve ever been, wild.l al ways be. A kid from t he
second, then | ooked her i n tthké l eynes,abfoel IEVvyQ@!

Evy looked sadly at Rod and slowly nodded her head. She reached to the zipper on her one
piece snow suit and unzipped it. She tugged it over her shoulders and let it fall to her waist.
Leaning back she arched her hips and slid it do&mdygs and pulled it over her feet.

Rod looked in amazement, beneath this thick loose fitting suit was a shapely woman of
medi um stature. The ol d tattered army green s\
as they strained at the buttonstofree e ms el ves from t he materi al 6s
woven slacks fit the rounded curves of her hips, slim legs and ended mid calf. Evy glanced over
to Rod as she laid her suit on top of his and smiled.

Al hope you dondt mianld.y Tfhaesste. ot ent s get war m

Rod tried not to look at her as she unbuttoned the sweater revealing the low cut pullover she
wore beneath that swelled with cleavage. It was even tighter than the sweater. She laid on her
side and propped her head on her hand and faced Rod.

Rod sheepishly replied, nSo | noticed. 0

Al t 6s théakecrysatsénmmne floor or so Fred told Eric and myself when he gave me one
of the lost OP2 extra tents. Seems they had thought ahead and had skigskpiee Good thing
aséo Evy | oo kmrtdn veas stiiRooking attiech @« | ie av age. Aéohhh!o
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At first her hand slipped up to cover her cleavage, then surprisingly she slowly lowered it. She
briefly was puzzled as to why she didndét <care
her, forsome unknown reason, she actually wanted him to admairéody, to admire her.

He had treated her as an equal earlier without knowing what she looked like physically. Strange

lost emotions crept into her mind, emotions she thought she had lost witdtreof her

husband years before. As she pondered the return of these feelings, but her thoughts were
interrupted.

AUhhhmmm, I ..er éo

Evy frowned in puzzl ement, AUhhhmmmél .. er.
to Rodoés hel pl erighdwoeds.s at finding the

Rod | ooked at Evy and she could see he was e
has been a |l ong time since | 6ve seen a woman
barracks mostly and doow Gatn dg ot hiennt o tshtea yc iatty amuh
|l ift when | need peace and quiet.o

Evy reached over and gently touched Rod on his bent knee, as she sat up and sat Indian style

A

on the floor of the tent. She leaned forward her top fell open even moré, getsdi dndét car e
more of her charms were revealed. Evy found she was getting excited that this man was finding

her attractive, yet it wasnodét | ust that she f
and thissurprised her.

Al tds dkasRdbe.enlta while since | 6ve had anyone
Evy suddenly turned a bright shade of red as g
handsomeé. Well, | did, é.but ébo

Rod laughed as he sat up and leaned back against the daliele tent side. He rolled his

head toward Evy and replied, ALook Evy, | et bs
too shabby in the body department either. Me ?
social way for quite some time,soexise my | ack of soci al skill s.
sheepishl vy, ANot to mention my occasional st al
beauti ful .o

Evy bl ushed slightly and smiled warmly at Ro
have bee around old scientists for many years who never paid me much attention, and like
yourself, am also |l acking in the graces of so
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someone | ooking at me the way you awakadintds act |
the | abs without a stitch on and those ol d ge:¢
softly.

Rod | aughed agai n, ANow t hat | find hard to

he had just met thid ddey,absoawthevaystkevdy .a0gai n, i

Evy could see he was not going to rest until he knew more about her so reluctantly she began
as she scooted over next to him and leaned back against the tent wall beside him with her
shoulder ahost touching his.

ARod, | wabkt &docintyn IDt was Canadads | ast atter
other city designs had failed and we were the furthest north to the approaching glaciers. Delta
was a city build on one huge one hundred and

fnOne?0keBRod as

AJust one. It was one kilo | ong and half as
thick and heated byggoher mo pi |l i ngs deep within the Eart:t
base was shaped like something called a wing with thegubside facing north so the glaciers
would melt and move around it. There were pipes running throughout the base and could be
heated to high temperatures. o

ACl eaver design Evy. So why did you | eave. 0
other tha her cleavage. Which he found to be somewhat strange. He had never been this
fascinated with any female before. She was as smart as she was beautiful and he was enjoying
her company. Now to his surprise he found he was looking at her, in a pair of thieeaoisful
eyes he had ever seen, rather then the pair of her other apparent charms. Strange feelings played
with his thoughts, this woman compl etely fasci

ASo why did you | eave?0 Hendsnappedbackaarealdy. as Rod

Evy averted her eyes as she |l ooked at the fI
dreamed the glaciers or snow would tower above the city Rod. | was just twenty when word
came that the approaching glacier was over dewen f eet above the top of t

Rod saw tears forming in Evyodos eyes.
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ABy the time I was twenty two the glacier ha
course we had melted it, but it was moving so fast there were those that feared theavorse

ATwo years? My God Evy, it moved that fast?0
Ailt did Rod. After my husbanddés death, | was
about ten kilos ahead of Delta city. o0 Evy man:

profes®rs and scientists. One team of explorers to the north found another glacial ridge coming

at us was almost another one hundred feet high. They radioed us and went back to the city to tell
them because the cityds r adi @iervbatasoorgitywasYou s e ¢
fixed to the ground, the city would have to melt a lot of ice as it passed. They needed to be
warned of the approach. The |l ead scientistodos ¢
in about a year. o

Evy paused andslowyhook her head in sadness, AYou se:
it passed the entire dome was heated as well and after a few years the entire city was surrounded

by the glacier. There was enough heat rising that it had melted the ice that towerta aity,

but we didndét know what would happen i f the t:;
woul d be cut offeée. But none of that matterede.

AwWhy Evy?0 Rod gently touched her shoul der.

Tears now fl owed freel y cdroiwend .E viiyRdosd ,c hteheeky, fyoel
the radio was out. The walls of the old glacier had collapsed inward on the city and the city
collapsed in upon its self under the weight. Forty thousand people died and we had no clue
because it happeawded oamdii ikdlyed <Sackl yp, AThe s
collapsed when the glacier started moving faster, but it was only a guess because we had glacier
guakes all the time.o

Rod was stunned and for once in his life he could think of nothing to sagadked out and
gently touched Evyo6és shoul der with his shoul de
He put his arm around her and she | aid on his
chin. She sobbed gently, yet never cried.

i T rexploring crew radioed the bad news back and we never heard from them again. Paul,
the | ead scientist, surmised the gl acier might
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Evy twisted her head up and | ooflueatbneaSure Weo d . AS
were pretty much self sufficient, but it was |

Without thinking she shivered and snuggled into Rods chest tucking her long dark hair under
his chin and laying her arm over to his othesdder. Rod without thinking put his other arm
around her and gently held her. It was almost as if the two had been together for years, yet
neither realized how completely at ease they had become with each other.

Alt was | ess t han dtwhonewentront.\\sth no w&y o replacetber  wi n
damaged parts without the city and only limited fueled heat, we had to leave. Paul had known of
OP2 to the south west of us so we headed there without knowing exactly where it was. We hoped
we could callandeme one woul d hear us. o0

AEvy? You said there were only two. o

Sixteen started out. Paul and three others on the two lead sleds went into a crevasse, six
others were killed by those damned ice dogs as you call them, and we were only two weeks away

fromourod based Evy | ooked up at Rod, then buried
sleds led the following packs of hounds away from the rest of the party and told us to run and
theydd meet us | ater, they never returned. o

Al 6m sorry Evw, hardmuesimaval begour friends.
gentle hug.

AThen there was the sickness. The few of wus
pushing forward, but going back meanw ent ual deat h, soéo
Evy swal |l owed h arbatHarrydiedara hdaredifar kbird for wéeksl llwrapped
him in heat packs and bundled him into the last skid. | took what fuel we had and put it into my
sl ed, | had to |l eave his sled behind. | é0o

AHarry? | thought Eric was o0 he only survivor

Rod felt Evy tense. She raised up and looked at Rod. She hesitated, then laid her head back
upon his warm chest, AEric was the one | arri
the last sled. | found Eric two days later. He was one of tlas shat led the dogs away from the
party. o Evy snuggled deeper against Rods chest
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but mostly had the fever. | | aid Harry out in
even cremate himéalldékmew the dogs wo

Rod slowly stroked her hair and gave her a little hug.

Al wrapped Eric in the same things Harry was
radio signal, but never could understand it. It was too weak, garbled and distant. There were
times | had ¢ tie Eric to me to keep warm when the heat packs ran out. By the time we got near
OP2é0 She sighed, fnéwell you know the rest.o

AMy God Evy, your trip makes me | ook | i ke a
going?0 Rod was fascinated with this woman.

She was unli ke any he had known. Evy was an
yet she was a survivor and obviously could handle herself. This beautiful woman apparently
could match him in survival skills and she was obviously very braven@ihahe found himself
completely enthralled and intoxicated by her. She had so many facets and yet he barely knew
her. She was so open and warm, yet she held something back.

Evy snuggled her head deeper into Roddés ches
Rod, | wasnoét about to curl wup and die. Too Yy«
anything but c¢cry and survive and trust me | di

Rod smiled although she coul dnét mietes.EvwT hey |
gui etly whispered, AThank you.06 Evy tried to

Puzzled Rod asked, AWhy the thanks?0 And now

AFor | istening, for being hereé. For..o0 She
She snuggled deeper i arms. For the first time in many years she felt safe, she slept.

Rod gave her a gentle hug, and | aid his head
perhaps months, her hair smelled wonderful, she felt wonderful. His eyes closed as he thought of
the weeks he had been on the trail. Another rescue, but this time there was something different.
This timeé Rgdawnwadwmeddl. o This ti meé.
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Sl eep over came him and together they sl ept
world outside, therevas no frozen earth. There was only the warmth of each other arms and the
companionship both had lacked for so long.
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Chapter 5.
AHey Rod! Can | FAredwshoutedas he epaned tle tedts flap and stepped
partially in, AOh crap, 1 6m so sorrylo

The two snapped awake at the sound of his voice, looked at each other, then Fred.

Evy still hal f awake rolled to heFredkvemees and
were just talking and | guess | fell asl eep. o

Evy and Fred both looked over to Rod who tried to rise, but fell to the floor when he put
weight on the arm that had been around Evy all night. They roatedawghter as Rod
struggled to his knees and shook his arm trying to regain circulation.

AHAa, very funny guys. o0 Rod smirked until he
wall ed tent andéeo Ahhh shit!o

Fred al most fell Isag ugrtyi ffg,i emMRIi?Ms and needl e
APins and needles Hell! More | i ke daggers an

circulation back into this arm and the laughter continued.

AJohn sent me over to see when we plan to ge
downandé. o

Rod interrupted, dAWell go tell John i f the w
reached into his backpack and tossed Evy a silvery pack. She stared at it, then puzzled, looked at
Rod.

AFood pack Evy. Not midedlthd nourishinentsyoueneed forat it w
half day. Theredbés two bars in the one package,
in your stomach to keep you full so you only need to eat twice a day, just drink a bottle of water

and youoll be set. o

Fred chuckled and asked, AnSeriously Rod? | w.
donét taste good. o
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Rod tossed Fred one package and grinned, ASe
tone added, Aébut donét say | didnét warn ya. (

Fredtooka&i t e, stopped, then grinned. ANot bad f
enough. | 061l munch the other | ater. o

The three | aughed as Evy and Rod packed Rodb©o

Fred left to tell John and the others to get ready while Evy aadpRlled their snow suits on
and zipped them up. Rod turned to Evy and saw her staring at him. He looked back behind, then
back to her.

AWhat ? My suit ripped or something?bo9
Evy blushew!| $l,i ¢ghtalty sumt of yours does fit r

Rod still hadndét caught on to Evyods compl i me
el ement s will keep me warm. 0

Evy, turned and opened t hehetoekadhérhieaddndap and s

smil ed, AYeah and seeing you in it wildl keep |
The fl ap fell cl osed and Rod stood there | o0o0
AWhat the Hell did she meané. Ohhhh. . b®ngRod gr i
so dense, AMan youbve been running solo way t
chuckledtohimselff Aand a girl ! o

He paused once more, then added with a smile,

He grabbed his belongings and left thet.t&o sooner did he leave and Fred and two others
started pulling down the tent and stowing it into one of the skids.

ADamn guys youodre fast. o
Fred grinned and replied, AOut here we have
Rod nodded, turned and saw everyone packed and in thetianrttzey had been in the day

before when they fell in behind him. He strolled over to his sled and checked the gauges.
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AMi nd if | ride behind you today?0o
Rod twisted around to see Evy standing there in her thick snow suit. He nodded coyly.

il Ove Mbhgedoublde with Eric but he pulled rear
gl ove, reached down patted the warm seat. Evy
ride. o

Rod grinned and mounted the sled, he turned the electric windscreen heatértlos fost
vanished almost instantly. He felt the sled bounce slightly as Evy climbed on behind him. She
reached around him and plugged her comm link into the jack on his dash. Her arms reached
around him and cl asped hiinmegeynoudyr.e frCeka df ye.adr | Eev:
over the drone of the fueled sled as Eric moti

Rod cranked the throttle and the last thing he heard was a girlish squeal pass through her
comm. Rod pressed the button on his helmamtbunced to those that had radios either in their
hel mets or on the faring of their sl eds, AOk
and dondét straggle. Webre just out of canni bal
grounds. 0

Rodmpused for
ti

a second, then added, fAKeep your
dondt take e

m to ask i n what directioné. J u ¢

There were a few chuckles from the radios.

nPeopl e, | 6 war mas dld rikes. @rdst nme ghk bulkets they shoot hurt like Hell if
they dondét kill you outright. I f your sled is
the first ti me, because there wondét be a secol

This time there was no mirth. Theall group knew Rod was not kidding. Eyes started
darting in all directions as they headed out into the frozen wilderness.

ACan you hear me Evy?0 Rod said softly as he

AJust fine. o0 She replitidghtOaarced alwai nhshe &Be
to you is going to make this trip much nicer |
but Rod beat her to the punch.
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AEvy, see that pressure ridge way in the dis
ABar elhyé kl sto. 0 Evy replied straining to see
AWe have a very small outpost near there. o0 R
guard, can you still see us?o

NnYep! | 6m about two miles behirndhi Iblust. 0 Ecrainc
replied.

ACl ose it up man! You | ose track of wus or if
and weoll never find you. o0

AThanks Rod, never thought of that. o Before
whine off Eelied engi ne scream as he picked up s
intercom. AYoudd better have a talk with your

which is weird for a mechanic. Anyhow, make sure you let him know | will sacafigene in
this party to save the rest. o

Rod felt Evyods hel met snuggle up against his
mean youodod sacrifice me to save the others?o

Rod just patted her hand and quietly replied

Silence followed as she realized the warm pe
night in, was all business now and could be as cold hearted asuhairal called for.
Evy smiled slightly knowing that there would be no small talk, nothing toeaitshim. Not even
a little teasing. Rod was going to see them safely back to his home.

The sled hit a slight bump and Evy held onto Rod a bit harder. She tried to feel those muscles
she had felt the night before and cursed her thick snow suit. Stihdeke warmth of the heated
seat she for the first time in months it dawned on her, she felt safe and it was he that made her
feel safe.

Her eyes had closed as she pondered the evenings events and the feelings she now felt. Her
eyes popped open in amazem&he did feesafe!
Evy liked this stranger who had come to rescue them. She really did, and his presence did make
her ffeel safe. Wi thout touching the intercom :
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good and safe, thenwhydo | feelsbashined bad! 0 Evy cursed softly,
knew why.

ADid you say something Evy?0 Rod asked.
ANo, didnét say a thing. Guess | was just th
AAh, need to share?0 Rod replied.

There it was again. Rod actually cared what she felt, wigatnspht need. No man had ever
treated her as good since the loss of her husband, as Rod did. Now she really felt bad.

ARod? | candét explain it but | feel strangel
ment ally. o0 There wadgea,| ding opauvueal l[tyhemwmnEwp i a¢
these feelings. o

Rod frowned slightly. Evyods first |ine sound
to come from the heart. Now he was confused f
thihnk t here was somet hing, he coul dndét put his f

mused over his dilemma he could feel vibrations and muted sounds coming from her helmet as if
she were talking to herself. Rod smiled as he realized he haidssperuch time thinking about
Evy, they had neared their destination.

Evyds worrying was broken as Rod nudged her
ruins of an old ice community. She stood on t|l

Al tdoméde anything Rod. Just that old snow co
She heard him chuckle over the comm. é. That o

ABuil dings? Here? | thought the ice was too

Rod chuckled over the comm, A T hed to surviweeoute many
here. They were built on top of all the layers of ice with the ice so they would move along with
the gl acier s, |l i ke your outpost. o

AOh, ok, so why are they abandoned?bo
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She heard Rod sigh as he r epbupdiasfromoMatyy r eas
due to raiders, then therebés the canni bal séo |
they all gave up one by one and returned to the city and the buildings have been partially
destroyed in storms and such. Some ofthensgee r ones make good shelter
| aughed, Aéwell youdll see. 0

As the group neared an old partially collapsed storage barn they began to slow. Rod hit a
button on his dashboard and the rear of the old partially collapsed barn started to raisd. Beyo
Evy saw a long ice cave. Rod pulled up and motioned the ensuing sleds to go inside. As the
group of survivors entered the cave lights began to glow enough to show the way. The convoy of
sleds came to a stop once in and Rod followed as he pulled upide@nd the last sled as it

enteredRod sl owed to a stop. He pressed the hel m
Nothing!
AEric this IET i Rdd. sArdewmere! vas of concern. Rc

the way they had just come from. No longer cdtit be seen. They waited, nothing! Rod
looked at Evy who looked just as puzzled. Perhaps not puzzled, but something. She looked
worried enough, yeté.

AEric was just behind us about a half kil o.
upoverthatast ri dge as we entered the old barn. o J

ADamn! 6 Rod swore under his breath and pushe
and watched as the door closed. Quickly jumping on his sled he sped past the line of sleds and
downthe caves narrow passages.

ALIi sten up everyone. I f Scar <caught Eri c, he 1
have to be quick and get the medical hel p for
Rod could add more he heardyEspe&ing over his sleds comm.

ARod, this isndét the entrance to your <city?a
ANo Evy | told you all this morn, this is an
AnOh we thought you only said that in case so

sounded troubled and this puzzled Rod.
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Chapter 6.

Rod moved everyone along the winding ice tunnels and through maze like intersections they
traveled. Finally they arrived at a wider akgighin the tunnels and a second door fronted with
ice closed behind them. Rod removed his helm.

A speaker crackled to Iife. ARod! Had wus wor
were out and about . 0

Rod di smounted and shawt ed,onmi HOePR .t oC orud sdnuwbe  tc
hasndét broken our code. o0 Rod wal ked back to tl
on it AThese two need medi cal hel p Dave. o0

John di smounted his sled and wal ked aaver to
pressure ridge. Cleaver place to hide out Rod.

AYeah, isnét it?0 Rod grinned at John as he
safe to rest when we made out trips to OP2, so the city built this here about a quarter of the way
to your OP2Then we found that the few survivors we found from what remained of the old

surface communities, wusually needed some sort
pointing at the small cavern, ASo we emdded a
| arger facility, so we added more rooms and t.

Just as Rod was about to add more, there was a loud click and part of the ice wall opened as
t wo men wal ked out sporting machine gunls. The)
cl earod. Four more men ran out carrying two st
and vanished through the door.

Within a few minutes the four men returned with packets of food anec8itm They passed
out cups and poured the hot liquidarthem.

AMy GoelofSi?m John shouted, dAltdés been years.
ignoring the packaged food.

Rod smiled at John and the others, AiGreat hu
coffee back before the last geneticallyyo t rees di ed out . O
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John stopped his drinking long enough to give a big sigh, then back to drinking he went.

Rod | ooked to John and grinned as he gul ped
your tongue. O

John | aughed, AWho cares, its hot!o

Rod chuekled, took a swig of his Sirnoff and continued his explanation of the complex to

John. AThe tunnels go all the way through the
to go around it. Aw we dondot haovie fmuncdh nsgt asfufr vl
He shook his head sl owly, fiSeems the few that

get them. o

AfFl eshi es?0

AOh sorry John, our sl ang for cannibals. o
AAhh, | see. 0 John | aughed, el usa&nd 4 ee tihted < i
slangs and cust oms. Looks | i ke wedve been 1 ivi

Rod took a sip of his and gulped down the last of his food pack and looked around. Everyone
was finished and he realized how hungry they were. He lookedto Evy and she was smiling.

AThey used the | ast of their food to throw t
ATheir food? What about youréo

Evy touched Rodbés hand and smil ed, AEric and
found them. Matter of fact, wead n 6t eaten in a few days. You s
been sharing their meager rations with us even though it meant they would run out of food
sooner than planned. o

AWell thereodl]l be food tonight Evy, this out

Evy got a funny | ook on her face and muttere
walking over to a man that had just walked through the door the medics had taken the stricken
men through.
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Rod walked over to Dave and pulled him aside without anyotieimg the worry on his

face. ADave you might be advised to prepare f
vani shed just as we approached. I't coul d be n«
trouble, therebds aambasbdedh® mi ght have been
Dave smiled at Rod and winked, ADoubt i f any
al most a three miles of winding tunnels, hid:q
| aughed, ARemember t he t iemerebyygourseli?aAdd thathwas f i r st
after youdd been here, what, five, six times?:q
Rod | aughed, then frowned at Dave, il know d

ar e you. O

Dave sl apped Rod on the back andangyowc k!l ed, f
coul dndét remember, |l eft, straight, straight, 1

No it was Rodb6s turn to | augh, NnSee you | ive
remember . 0

Evy walked up to the two and looked Rod in the eyesoutd see something was on her
mind. She tried to speak, yet to Rod it seeme:¢

Rod started to say something, then noticed E
the sleds all lined um the cavern.
AThéve been so kind to two strangersé and t hel

cheek. Things were not going as she had hoped.
too quickly. She was feeling t htedpgcsglmdkandc oul d |
forth. Afeéand now you treat me so well .o

Evy had gotten off the sled as the others had dismounted, but now she was pacing back and
forth. Rod could see she was in turmoil. Something was going on with this strange woman he
had been so @acted to. Now she had something troubling her deeply. Rod watched her pace
waving her arms as if she were speaking to herself, perhaps even cussing herself out of
frustration. Rod grinned at her antics. Just as he was about to speak, when a stradgenepke
across her face.
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She gl anced to Dave, then Rod. Evy reached o
have to warné. o But Rod never heard the rest.

i B OO O MM MM hecentire ice mountain reverberated with the explosion. Chunks of ice
fell aroundthe small group as Dave rushed around the small cavern checking for damage.
Another explosion shook the ice ridge as large cracks appeared in the walls and more ice fell.
Al arms sounded and Daveds men scrambled into

One of Davebds amed repbetded oSham was seen on
cameras. Rod turned and reached for his pulse rifle, but R&reed onto him and Evy.
Dave started pushing them to the seat on Rod?©d:
OUR DEFENCES. GET ON YOUR SLEDSNAD FOL L OW ROD! ' 0

ADave, whatéo Rod tried to speak.

Dave pushed Rod down onto the sledbds seat an

A

you | eft wild| have to stay. There isnodot ti me
hiddendoor. Get hese people out of here, weoll hol d t |
way outé.. GO! o

Alarms began to sound as more explosions shook the pressure ridge. Dave started to head for
the door he had come out of, & lokb&eldedbachl| &:
straight through the tunnel s! o

Rod reached out and grasped Dave by the arm.

Dave smiled at Rod and Evy, AOur sl eds haven
going to send a message soonet, buwe never used them in so | ong
gave him a weak smil e, nWe ol I stay and cover

ADaveeéeo
Al said get going! We have ways to stop then

Rod looked sadly at Dave as Evy wonderddhtwvas going on. Dave smiled at her and
squeezed her arm gentl y. AHe really I|ikes you,
He paused, then added, fnTake care of him Evy,
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Dave waved his arm and another door opened to Hreofdghe large cave. This door was
large enough for sleds. Rod looked sadly at Dave, saluted and cranked the throttle of the sled. It
leapt into motion and sped through the new opening followed by the rest. Rod glanced in his side
mirror and saw the remang sleds careening through the tunnels close behind and knew John
was determined to see his people didndot get | ¢

Another explosion shook the mountain. Rod swore as he dodged a huge block of ice that fell
from the ceiling. Down winding tunnels thegW, sometimes Rod turned a corner so fast the
sled ran on only one front ski and Evy held on to Rod even tighter. Evy thought at times they
would surly die as Rod swerved to avoid ice boulders that fell from the ceiling or swerved to
avoid debris cbapsing from a wall.
Ahead part of a wall collapsed onto the passage but Rod blasted through it as the others followed
without sl owing. Onward they pushed unti|l she
was pushing them hard, harder than they shoeldding. There were times she closed her eyes
because the danger she saw was just too much to bear. What of Dave and hisGmogldiey
hold back Scar?

Along winding tunnels the sleds sped until a wall loomed ahead of the dead end tunnel. Evy
kept waitng for some door to miraculously open, but it never did. Rod never slowed and Evy
grasped his waist even harder as he yelled overthe rad®oanchu | t aneousl y c¢omm,

There was an explosion of i ce and fishtaledw, t hen
momentarily, skidded sideways, then he veered back to the southward direction they had been on
all day. The sun had broken through and Evy strained to see if everyone in their party had made
it out through the opening Rod had made.

As she lookedearward, one by one the rest of the sleds and skids flew from the opening they
had just created. Down a steep slope they sped as Evy looked back to see if Dave or any of his
people followel, they had not!

She sighed a big sigh of relief as the pressdige slowly vanished behind them as they sped

off. The OP2 people were all there except those left behind with the medics. The sun vanished
behind another series of storm clouds and the wind kicked up blowing loose snow around. Evy
knew it would cover thetrail eventually.
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There was a rumbling sound then many explosions. On a snow covered rise Rod slowed, then
stopped. He dismounted and walked back past the remaining line of five sleds and three skids.
He raised his visor as Evy walked up next to him.

In the distance the mountainous pressure ridge that had been the outpost, was slowly
collapsing in upon its self in a cloud of snow and ice shards.

The wind had died down and the snow gently dusted their view. Evy raised her visor and
staringin horrormuer ed, @ARod, did they get out ?0

AEvy, they sacrificed themselves for us. The
triggered the outpostodos self destruct and t ool

Evyds | egs shook s o Ipathel astshteerppped o thelsnowandl o n g e
sat staring at the slowly dissipating cloud where the outpost once stood. There was now a wide
gap in the pressure ridge where once men and women lived. Where once a great under ice
complex stood there was now jastast field of ice debris. The people lived there with the
intent of being a stopover and to give medical assistance, were now gone and Scar had brought
about their destruction.

Awhat have we done?0 Evy whispered.
Rod who had knelt beside her, lookadpz | ed, @A We ?0

Evy snapped upright and looked up at Rod in the eyes. He saw almost a panicked stare, then
she calmed and looked down at the ice covered ground.

AWe, Rodéwe went there, we caused their deat
we do ne Yyercobldshe hold back the tears. Her body trembled as she openly cried. Rod
slowly, gently grasped Evy by her arms and stood her up. He put his arm around her and walked
past the party as he headed toward his sled. At first she jerked away from hiva,dvasped her
once again, this time more firmly and he felt her reluctantly cede to his insistence and moved
along side of him.

He stopped mid way and shouted at the rest,
so we can live. Now getonyour @d a mmed sl eds and | et ds get out
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Evy shuttered, Rod had never acted this way, he had never yelled before. He was mad,
confused andé and what? She coul dndét deci de wl
understood sadness and anger, butthe was somet hing el se and she
perhaps it was her? Her sorrow passed, now she was beginning to worry.

John reached out and grabbed Rodds arm. Ther
know how you feel. We know your angero d . 't i sndt easy | osing pec

Rod | ooked at John, but coul dndét speak. He r
and Evy walked back to his sled. The two mounted the sled and he plugged in the comm. No
sooner than Evy heard the crazkif the comm, the sled jumped into gear and sped off with the
others close behind. She wrapped her arms ar ol
be touched.

Over the comm, she heard Rod sniff, then felt his chest heave. She knew whyided de
rather than speak, she just put her body against his and hugged him. Strangely as bad as she felt
all she wanted to do was comfort him.

Things were now getting confusing for Evy. S
Then she kneiwt lsédre. waedhad tried, but i1t came
why all this was becoming so complicated. There were too many secrets, too many things in her
past. Perhaps Rod has sensed it, per hlmps she \
she knew her past would rear its ugly head eventually, the question now was, would she be the
one to tell him? And if she didéwhen woul d she

Evy trembled and Rod gently patted hewr hand.
the past. Tears formed in her eyes once again. She truly regretted ever beginning this journey.
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Chapter 7.

Onward they rode through the rest of the afternoon and into the early evening. A crackle of
the radio snapped ewone out of their melancholy state of mind. First they were safe, then in
peril, now it seemed Scar was not foll owing at
run the gambit this day.

ADoes anyone read?o
John answered fiWbeerefiBave?ybs bhkan.pou?

Rod slowed and signaled John to be careful.

AJohné am éshot. Shoulderé.|l eg, needé hel p.
damaged. . Heading southé. on our | ast heading.
John tried to reply, but Roidr eacntsiweenr eydo, u OfirEer i oc

coming to find you. o

Rod dismounted and walked over to John and handed him something. They chatted for a few
seconds, then John sped away in the direction Rod had pointed and the rest of the party followed.
Rod walked back to Evytsing impatiently on the sled.

ATheydre | eaving us Rod?0

AYeah, |1 sent them on ahead. 06 Rod pointed of
finger. About two miles back Ericbs sled coul
snow. fAfSelel dawiérsg our tracks in the snow, I kne

headi ng. 0O

The two waited there for almost an hour for Eric. He had to stop and check if he was still
following their trail as the snow fell harder. Finally at a place where Brtdcsee them waving
at him, Rod pushed the helm button and quickly told Eric not to use the radio. Before long Eric
was pulling up next to them looking greatly relieved.

AYou could have come back to meet me you kno
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AYoudchalve been bait for a trap too. o0 Rod po
risk her | ife because you were careless?0

ARodéo Evy raised her visor and tried to spe
sensedtod ave wel |l enough al one. Rod, at times, | e
trifled withé. Security and safety was his wa

Rod raised his visor and keyed his mike agai
you were followedWe waited here so | could see if anyone followed you. Unfortunately | can
see only a few miles back. Did you see anyone’

Eric pulled up alongside of Rod and Evy and looked back the way he came and grinned,

ADonot t hkept&n ey out fAramyone behind me all the way. Never saw a soul. | did
remember to zigzag and stopped once trying to

Evy gave Eric a strange | ook. AEri c what hap
wererot . That wasnét the city, just a medical co
as Eric continued.

AThat bastard Scar shot me from quite a di st
outcrops just before those ruins you went into. H&ld there and played dead, but several
more fired at me as they drove past. o

Rod walked over to Eric and looked him over noticing his two wounds. He patted him on his
good shoul der. ALooks | i ke most of témm bl eedi i
your wounds until we can get to some shelter.
too dark. o

Rod | ooked over Ericds sl ed, ALooks | i ke you
a | arge frozen st r ucdtoabeanoldpoweriplent udtil teetsmows e . ATh:
covered most of it. Most of it is under ice now, but | have a hidden room we can shelter in for the
night. Luckily the snows areno6t too deep here,
thethingsmam r eat ed before the ice came. 0

Evy started to ask Eric something, but Rod jumped on his sled and sped off as Eric followed.

118



Worlds of Survival.

They headed westerly toward the old building when Rod skidded to a stop. He pointed to an
old fueler sled and a man laying besidéribd turned and headed to the sled. Pulling up to the

man | aying on the ground Rod raised his hel mé:
soi s the sled. o

He | eapt off the sled as it came towraad st op an:t
raised his visor. AChrist!d Rod raised the mat
Hel | happened? Why are you out here. o

Kevin opened his eyes and weakly smiled not.i
have | gone?bo

AYoudrei atoyumi ltdhs from your base Kev. Next (¢
Kevin | ooked at Rod and hoarsely spoke as if
gone. O

AChrist Kev, who? When?...0

Kevin grasped Rodo6s arm near tlhiet tslheo.ulidledrm ann
Two, maybe three days ago. I kept | osing cons
here. | heard you were out and tried to find you. | figured you might wind up here for shelter old
friend . 0
He swallowed hard and asRodtte d t o check him for wounds, Kev
ANo Rod, | 6m a dead man, |l et me finishé.. It
men than we had ever seen. They came and we thought they wanted to trade for fuel as usual,
then they ugally go. 0
Kevin coughed, as a trickle of blood ran from
goes out to deal with them, then sent a sled loaded with explosives into the gates and blew them
up. | 6d been out huntiang nfe@amr edan mieb dla sei, g wh ea
bunch. I watched from the ice ridge this side

Again Kevin gasped for air and Rod knew he w
many, but | had to do something. | sighted in Scar as he $a$ gted and waved orders to his
men. One of his men drove between him and my shot. Scar turned and saw me and dove off on
his sled before | could get off another shot,
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Bl ood was now st art i ngtsamehov He managedt@moougKaamadr i n 6 s
speak again, this time more weakly, i got t he
shots got me in the back. The damage is done

Again Kevin coughed, this time d flowed from his nose as well as his lips as Kevin

turned his head away from Rod and spit it out.
webd bl ow the fuel i f he attacked and that knct
supply, thep u mp s , everything. Scar probably got some
have attacked unless he knew anot her place he

Rod | ooked at Kevin, then Eric and Evy. #fAOr
dive sl eds. o

Kevi n, choked once again and grasped Rodb6s a
yourcity ? You hakAkgaién okkévin coughed, AYou must é. .\
heaved, his face went blank, his body went limp.

Rod sl owl y ifedebslbedy off Kie lapiamd@vent tb his sled. He pulled out the
particlebeam rifle and with a few well placed pulses, blew a deep hole into the ice. He and Eric
laid Kevin into the hole and covered it with snow and ice from the patrticle blasts he had mad
creating the make shift grave. Rod turned the power down on the rifle, aimed at the unmarked
grave and fired a long weak burst. The ice and snow melted into a pool of water that covered
Kevin. Rod put the rifle back on the sled and walked back to eneeg@f his brave friend.

He sadly | ooked down at the now freezing gra
courage to come and warn me. o0 Rod | ooked at E\
and his peopl e, no moarte tshuer vgirvoournsdé .soa dR oyd, | fioéo. kas

fear, willbecome & or got t en wor !l d. o
Rod turned and mounted the sled and Evy followed as Eric got back on his sled.

Ails that al/l youdbre going to say over a frie
her visor, fdndbyptbaliadgfbuéngaod

Rod plugged her back in as they both cl osed
knew each other since Zak introduced us years ago. We knew how we felt, our friendship and
stuff. | looked him up just alua every time | was up this way. | ate dinner with his family, slept
in their house. I di dnot have to ask, I know |
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stockade. 0

He paused and | oo kthawaptier commuoity wantgd it. Destrbyahe 0

depot, the stockade as well as all the people. Dying for them was better than the alternative. At

|l east now Kevdéds at rest and no ice dog wild/l g

=]

My God Why?0 Evy gadpedecfadise fod mifluel t?@o ?

3t

I f they destroyed the fuel, so Scar coul dnbo
think Scar would have done to the survivors?o
been one of the worse that he could rementbal the years he had been a rescuer.

Evydos face showed signs of great sorrow, mo r
have had. She was fine at first, but now something was troubling her deeply. It was almost as if
she had been feelingregreb® st arted to ask himself why, b ut
why regret?

Eric shouted and pointed to the grave, ALook
down and pointed toward the blackening sky to the northwest. The temperature wgs falli
quickly and Rod knew why.

Rod keyed his helm so Eric could hear as wel

| arge structure off in the distance, nKeep up!
The sled | urched forward so harsdqustBnotheral mo st
damned snow squallé. 1sndét iit?0
There was stress in Rodb6és voice as he replie
wer e. ltéds called a OMi xerd6 Evy, a massive st

andice blaststhatwili p a regul ar snowsuit to shreds. o

Evy looked down at the fiber stuffed suit that clad her body, then leaned into Rod once again
and shouted over thed gomm, biPefhaper ®eé shoul
She looked to her right and the dark wall of freezing snowilbig in front of the storm. She
shouted once &J&Ré RODAI OTOB HERE! 0
She eyed the dark whitish, gray wall of snow and ice heading toward them. It grew taller and was
as far as she could see. It neared and she could see the violently seerlirsgpped within and it
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seemed as if the wall would slam into them sideways. Evy was hypnotized by fear as the wall got
cl oser, she couldndét take her eyes off it.

Before Evy could turn her gaze back to the front something dark flashed past her etyes, ligh
then more dark and finally just dark. Evy started to panic, then she realized there was no wind
and she was completely surrounded by bl acknes:
sl owed to a stop. Ericds | i gchtothemaroowdpenmmg nd t het
they had just passed through, a white blast shot by and what little light there was vanished.

Rod twisted around and grinned as he raised
was parallel to the opening or it would havalslt ed ri ght i n here. o

Bathed in the eerie glow of the two sledds h
upward gasped, AMy God Rod this is huge. 0 She

AYeah i1t is, i1sno6t it AowTyeushotlchhave seenitydarsagd, i s u
before more ice and snow filled it through the breach we just came through. What you see is just
a small part and what | saw years earlier was just a small part of what it was centuries ago. This
structure was hige v y 0
Rod slowly moved the sled forward again. As he neared the concrete wall to the other side of the
dome, they came on what appeared to be a building that was mostly buried in ice. Rod turned the
sl ed and sl owly moved alycamegupdnlareoldwoodeh cdaten g6 s wall

sticking partially out of the snow. AThi s use:¢
cleared out when the ice first threatened it. Then Zak said he heard it was converted to another
fuel or something. Theyhadasmh communi ty her e, but i tdés buri

Rod stopped and dismounted as the other two followed suit. Rod walked to the crate and
pushed it aside. Eric leaned against his sled and grinned.

Evy smiled at Rod, AA hidden door, cleaver R
Al ss tthhie entrance to your <city? This little

Rod | aughed at Eric and patted him on the ba
for the night. The sleds are protected from elements here, although we might haveutoirlig
the morning if the winds change. This dome we
Through this door and down the steps about eighty feetbedow,a r oom we can sl ee
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Rod | aughed, nHel I, I t 6 s npraofingrand Heats up quicklyi t has
There is a short hall with a few other empty 1
door from the inside, just to make sure no on:¢
Eric grinned, AThink 16l staPohétetbnnkl |l ¢d

good in a fight.Oo

Rod | ooked at Eric grabbed him by the coll ar

not | eaving you alone out here, you can bring
Eric | ooked worried. AWhy not ? | canéo
NBecause of sometomieng came in here to escape
good in a fight, remember. 0

Evy butted in to Ericés dismay, fARodbés right
now can we?...And we woul dndét want to | ose yol

Eric glared &Evy, but with Rod grasping him, he let it drop and reluctantly followed.

Rod led them through the door and locked it securely after checking for foot prints in the
frost. He flipped a switch on his hekcon and a |
switched his helm light on and brought up the rear as planned. Rod kept checking to make sure
Eric was close behind so Evy would have plenty of light on the slippery steel stairs.

Now and then Evy would glance out into the surrounding blackness@mder what was
out there. Their steps sounded strange as if echoing through a vast open room. Down a series of
stairs they went into the bowels of the once daunting power plant. Now just a dark cold shell,
their footsteps echoing throughout the blackrkas surrounded their halo of light. Evy
shivered, yet br avethatn oc hauncek | setdr,i pig eddn tshuer sper i sstea

ASomeone did at one time Evy, but we put new
| ockéodo They r e andirigam RddHueblesl with something i a metal box
attached to the railing. Thirty feet below, the floor beneath the icy steel stairs lit up, casting a
warm gl ow on the area below them as Rod added,
generator. o
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The following pair smiled at each other as Rod started back down the stairs. Once reaching
the bottom, Rod closed another steel door, then the three checked out the first two rooms to make
sure they were clear of intruders. Rod led them into the last rotime and of the short hall. He
closed the door to the room and flipped a few switches on a small panel. The pair of new comers
looked around the sealed room.

AShoul d have heat in a few minutes. o Rod sai
heatup i n about an hour. This room just does it

Evy and Eric began to remove their helms and snowsuits as the temperature began to rise
faster than either had anticipated. Foll owing
shelves orthe far wall.

Rod walked over to a large steel panel and punched in some code and pulled the panel open.
He reached into the dark and tossed a large roll to Evy, then Eric.

ROk guys, just wunroll these and dne@kwl steppin
infl ate the bag and we can | ay our sl eeping b:
comfortable than the floor. Not to mention the floor will still radiate cold for quite a while and
thesepds raise us off the fl oor. o

Soon they had evgthing laid out and were sitting in their air pads that raised a good twenty
four inches off the floor. The ever surprising Rod had pulled out a strange looking device that
plugged into the wall and heated the Siaff he had produced from the same holéhmwall.
The room did warm quickly much to the triods |

Evy chuckled and spoke, Al have -cofoThghkt me on
you, thank you, thank yoéo

Eric interrupted Evy and | ok emlfoodipatks,tthksn ow i f
Sim-coff would top off a fine meal. | sure hope you have a lot of this back at your city, my
friend. 0

Evy puzzled Rod to some extent. The night before she had laid in the comfort of his arms.
She had snuggled her head on his chest and wrapped her arms around him. Now she sat across
from him on her bed and Eric just beyond her. He shrugged it off wondéshg might just
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have felt safer between t hem. Maybe she was af
had some feelings for her. Rodds puzzlement wi

ADo you mind?0 He | ook kedovdrto hirm froen the o of Bis de as

pad. She handed him another cup of 8iro f f . AEric wants to go | ook
other rooms, if thatoés ok. o

Rod | ooked over to Eric who was grinning bac
Rod] 6 m a mechanic and al ways will be. 1 just h
whatever warmed this room didnét warm t he ot h
grinned, AfBetter make that a | ong bit.o

AHel I i f | casreel fEroiuct,. 0k nock your

AHuh?o0 Eric | ooked startled.

AOh sorry, o Rod replied, Ailtdés an ol d expres
kind of crap |ike that.o

Eric didndédt need any prodding as he moved to

thatjunkisa mechani c6s dream. Seriously, dondt expe
with a wink. AThat stuff is piled up against
Rod | ooked at Eric and i n a sertuffobackaghimsne s ai
the walls | i ke we had it when youdre done Eri
for intruders.o Rod added with a grin, AnHey, z
return. |1 tods t woinches af bound proofing onstane & Wwill lackn d s i X
automatically when you shut it. Onl vy | know tl

AGotcha! o Eric paused and turned back to Rod

you?0 Again he wasmoknEblidg. at Rod, who
Al t hought not. o6 Eric chuckled as he opened 1t
suit adding, AStill cold out here!odo and out tl

Evy and Rod chuckl ed adown BextitodRédsshoaldettdshmildea s m. E
and smiled warmly.
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Al thought maybe | had said something or did
sentence. Evy took the half full cup from a pl
herfingero hi s | i ps and whi spered, AShhhh! o

ABut youéo

Evy sl owly put her arms around Rodo6s neck an
what he had been about to say. His mind raced, the night before they had just spent sleeping in

each otherdés ar ms, nowe . .
Evyds second kiss |l eft Rod with no doubt tha
during that kiss. It was al most |i ke Evyodos ent

but then his mind started to fog up and the only thing he caoakpgvere the warm lips pressing
against his, her tongue probing gently.

He wasnodot sure i f she had pushed him or they
laying on his sleeping bag, limbs wrapped around one another. Her hot breathing mat@sed hi
both gasped for air betwa the warm kisses.
Evy grasped Roddéds hand and pulled it to her Dbl
and arched her back pressing herself harder t
him squeeze hdreast even more firmly.

Al coul dnét stand being around you and not h
bet ween kisses, ndl meufaélydborf goumaki
Evy raised herself straddling Rod hips and in one quick motion pulled her sweatbeobead,
her long raven hair cascaded down over her shoulders as her ponytail shed its bindings.

Before Rod could react, she jerked his sweater over his head. When he emerged, there was
Evy sitting astride of him, her dark nipples showing through timtlwoven undershirt she was
wearing.

~

Al candét explain this feelingé | havendét bee
ti me sinceéo

Rod smiled and put his finger to her || ips, A
| too feel, sinceéo
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Evwchuckl ed | ovingly, her deep blue eyes spar
know. 06 She reached back down and grasped his |
slid it under the skimpy shirt and wrapped it around her firm breast. Rotlesaayes close as
she gasped with pleasure.

With al./l his will power Rod managed to speak
Evy grasped Roddés other hand and shoved it wu
wantonl y, ALet hi m blandg nadaga ycéamgorasf t denz evi t h y
Evy paused momentarily , the sexiest look Rod had ever seen crossed her face, she whispered,

AOn second thought, I want you to bang away. o0

be lover. The warmth ofif muscular chest only made her more wanton. She kissed him deeply
as her hand slowly slid down the lengthhes body, downward.
Rod gasped for air as she found what she was hunting for under his woven pants.

Rodds head st art edelbaelyfelvEvyitensel He spened his eygsaasds i 0 n
looked into hers as her body lifted from his.

ANO! 0 She shouted as she rolled off him. il
Puzzl ed Rod replied, Altdéds ok Evy if you don

Shepulledhet op over her head and | ooked i nto his
She turned away as she pulled her sweater over her head. She slowly turned back to face him.
ARod, | dondét know how, or why, but [ 06ve fall:¢

Rod laid backonlsi el bows and | ooked over to Evy, #AHmMmM
it.o0 He was really puzzled.

APl ease Rod donét make fun of me. o0 Evy | ooke

He sat wupright, AOh, no Evy, | dinglforgou. mean t
Seeing you in my arms the other night, feeling
| ove you too. o

Rod got up and paced the floor stumbling ove
without thinking about you. o
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~

Evygentlygraped RodOos ar m. Al think webdre both in
be for the short time webve been together. o St
let her passion get control of her once again.

AThen whyéo

Evy stepped backanddd vy | ooked downward, ARod | think
ABut ?0
ABut | havendét been honest. | &m not whoéwhat

Rod was now beginning to sense a kind of self anger, a deep loathing within her words. As
he was about to speak, Evy turned aanito the door, she undid the inner manual lock and ran
out and into the hallway. Rod heard the door to the stairs clang shut before it dawned on him
where Evy was going.

Rod ran to the door and pulled it owaEgn and s
Tel | me what €0

She ran up the stairs and Rod followed, but he was over a full flight behind her.

=]

Evy wait, you cané6ét go outside you didnét g

AfLet me go!o Evy screamednBaclkhodowereet he watsais
seduce you. Candét you see | €é.couldnét go thr ol

Rod sl owed as her words cut deeply, then he
fade into the darkness. Fearing this enchanting and somewhat confusing eirehfallen for
would freeze to death before he could find her, he jerked a large metal panel door open and
pulled a large lantern from inside the panel and continued running up the stairs.

Rod ran through the door knowing even within the protectichebld building the
temperature had to be near minus five degrees and feared Evy would run outside the dome where
it was even colder and deadlier. He shuddered thinking what would happen to her if she ran out
into the raging storm.
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i can caitrcht heromewcred He panted aloud as he
into the vast frozen domed area. He whipped the light around toward the opening. Evy was
nowhee to be seen.
He flashed the light over to the sleds and they were both still thesgghed a sigh of relief.
He t hought to himsel shefldfi deaitbe Hhadegadmeneo vt é . .
Rod heard a noise and swung the light behind him toward the sleds and skid that sat next to the
building in which they sheltered. There was something reettid huge crate. He quickly moved
around the sleds and brought the light to the hidden side of the crate.

Evy stood there with tears running down her cheek she was standing over Eric who was
|l aying on the ground. Bl o o dckleal alang the ide towamd the n d e r |
crate. He brought the |l ight up to Evybés tear ¢
Rod followed her gaze with the light. In her hand was a long narrow dagger still dripping with
Ericds bl ood.

Evybs f i ngarledfrom thodadgers handle and dropped the knife. It clattered to
the frozen surface, Iitds sound echoing througl
Ericdods | ifeless body and wal ked zombie I ike 1t
speak, then her eyes rolled back into her head as she slowly sank to her knees. She looked
upward to Rod, then fell over toward the ice.

Rod moved quickly grasped her as she fell and cradled her in his arms. He raised her limp
body into his strong arms, ding her head against his chest. He carried her toward the door and
warmth.

AEvy, what have you done?0 He cradled her ti
understanding.

ANo! 0 Evy said weakly as she sl owldthistegai ned
youé. for youé.|l..0 Herlsieneak protests faded a:
The strong woman Rod had come to know fainted in his arms once again.

He fl ashed the | ight from under Evyoés body o
Evyeéo Rod walhkee do pteonwadrodor of their shelter, ne

Rod passed through the door and slowly, carefully pulled it closed taking care not to disturb
Evy. He pretty much had figured out what had happened and with the exception of what it had
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done to her, was satisfied he hagken right about her.

Rod was smilingé. His instincts were right as
not let him down.

As he carefully walked down t he st aiift s, he m
can just get you to understand. o
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Chapter 8.

Rod c ar slimp fdamé&downdhe stairs and into the secure room. He gently laid her on
the pad and softly stroked her face. Her lips were blue from just the short time she had been out
in the enclosure. Still unconscious her body shook as Rod moved her into pisglegg and
zipped her up. He laid the other two bags upon her and prepared another cup oftwif.Sim

Rod sat next to her and gently moved her head into this lap. He spoon fed her some of the
warm liquid as her lips reluctantly accepted it. She moamddjasped slightly as if in some
hellish nightmare. She struggled against some invisible giemed deep within her
subconscious mind while all the time he laid next to her keeping her safe, being there for when
she would need him.

Rod let her sleep. Haid next to her under another sleeping bag for body warmth and stayed
with her the whole night. Finally her struggles slowed, then stopped as if her demons had been
vanquished, but Rod knew she still would hawéace herself.

In his long needed slumb&od dreamed of Evy, of the last few days. There were times he too
struggled with his own demons, yet every time he did, there was Evy standing next to him as if
fate had called forth to fight with him and he would awaken to see her slumbering next to him
Rod reached and gently brushed the hair from her closed eyes and smiled warmly, then once
again sleep would overtake him again.

The morning brought the dozing Rod to his senses as he began to recognize the sound of
gentle sniffles. He looked over to Eag a tear rolled down the side of her cheek. She was
staring at the ceiling. She lay on her back, eyes staring blankly, sobbing quietly and as Rod sat
up next to her, she rolled away from him.

AHow can you still tal k t oaymen?g Yyoouu .soh oEuvl yd noaf
sob softly, AYou should hate me, | eft me out I

Rod | aid his hand on Evyodés arm and gently tu
head on his hand amB@&camisleed h&t Evgr ywadmley t afi k
or at | east she doesndét anymore.o Rod gave hel
fallen for went out and killed her partner bef

131



Worlds of Survival.

Evy wiped the tears from her eyes amiffed gently as she sat up. Looking Rod in the eyes

she searched for an answer. AYou knew?o

Rod sat up as well, softly wiped her tear st
about Eric for sure. You two claimed he was a mechanic, yet yalhald several things broken
a real mechanic could have fixed easily in a |1
alignment and Eric had to struggle to keep the
about five minutes, even on those bldi e | sleds. 0 Rod chuckl ed, nETr
notice he was fascinated by my radio, so | &dm
AHow do you?...0

AEvy | 6m trained to detect signs, animal or
along. Therthis fiasco with Eric missing, then reappearing as he did, | became positive about

hi m. Il just wasnodét sure how deep you were i n |

figured you were too smart for that, so that meant you were in on whatevergplamrS had goi n ¢

Rod got up and walked over to the small heater stove and poured Evy a cupaaffSim

AYou see Evy, two years ago there was a massi\
exposed several old pree age structures. The fueleamhdthen and r adi oed t he <ci
Rod grinned, AMan that had to have been some |

went down one of the cracks in the ice and were exploring. We found that we could go from

some of the buildings to others, througiacks inthe walls or other means.

Whil e searching some of those old ruins beneat
They had entered through a different crack on the other side of the ice ridge that the quake had
shaken. It had cracked wid@en and exposed the tops several of the taller buildings of an old

ctyont he ot her si de. 0

Rod | aughed once again as he remembered back,
going down along hall and | wasthe leadsaltued a corner first. o
He | aughed out | oud, AScards few guys were coOl
hear because the ice was cracking and falling all around the buildings. | turned that damned
corneré.. Christ | knocked oackearidahd fell hgainsttlien hi s
second one. As my |l uck had it, there were thr

me from |l ess than three feet away. o0
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Rod handed Evy the cup and began pacing back
couldbt resi st exploring with me and a few other
finished off the three and Zak checked my woul
ammunition and when itdés fired cl| o®rburtso you it
They showed up real good on my white snowsuit.

Evy was now sitting upright on the pad compl
She wiped her eyes and leaned toward Rod as he sat back down next to her. He gently put his
arm around her ahdrew her to him. Evy still stunned that this man she had fallen for was now
forgiving her without reservation and snuggled closer and sighed softly.

AWhen Eric made his miracul ous return from t
wounds and putpresste bandages on t hem?o0

Evy nodded, now completely enthralled with t
nWel | damned i f he didndét have powder burns
alt hough the powder bur ns weeguess Scaaorbneefhis apart

men shot him there to makemore believable.

The hole in his plastic windscreen had traces of gunpowder melted in it as well, which meant the

shot was close enough to melt into the plastic. If whoever shot it had been amoeefdw feet

away, the powder would have cooled in this ai:H
All the other holes in the sled were all in places that did little or no damage which is strange for

a group of men t hatooskwerdviawe Ebvy , k ifilSIciamr ¢.s0 mreand al
not on such a regul ar basi s. Someone woul d ha
he said about being picked off from a distance. Remember Eric said Scar had shot him from a

di stance?0

Ewmdded as she | aid her head on Rodds shoul c
i We |l | i f Scar shot him from such a distance,
woul dnot be out wi t hout a snowsuit . Scar wear ¢

in a battle. So if Scar gatose enough for Eric to recognize, then Eric would have been
deadé. unl ess he was working with Scar.o

Evy sniffed and managed a slight smile, AET i
after Eric had shot himself in the leg. He said Scar stood aweaihd gloated over the fact he
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had shot hi m. But you already had all of that
you do. 0

Rod smiled back at Evy. He patted her knee and chuckled. This time it was more of a warm
quiet chuckle that somehowatde Evy feel more at ease.

AOh 1 &m not all that good Evy. | wasnot sure
seduction last night. | felt the way you kissed me the first time when all you had on your mind
was to seduce me. | also felt the waykissed me the second time and all the times there
after. o Rod gently kissed Evy on the top of he
was a different woman that kissed me the second time. It was if one woman left and another one
took herplacand al | bet ween kisses. 0

Evy raised her head and | ooked Rod directly
The OP2 survivors treated us so well. Then yol
shoul ders sl umped, hieemusthateime.&ll he edd ¢ eidt , NtHDav ly i
She | ooked back into Roddos eyes earnestly, nR
at, my |ife. Il didnodét | i e about that. Honest |

nALl I until the part about coming to OP2?0

Evwl owered her head in shame once agai n. nAIl I
named Harold Wiest. He was one of the scientists. We called him Harry and he was one of the
gentlest, kindest men | had ever met. He was hurt when his sled flipped runnirttpérdoygs.

The woman riding with him was kill ed, Harry w;

Rod gently raised Evyo6s head with his hand a

ARod after the | ast of our party fedrel throug
al one. [ cared for hi m, fed him for over a we ¢

Evy fell silent and Rod knew there was something that Evy had buried deep inside. Her story
drifted off and she was now reliving it in her mind. Her body trembled, what color she had
regained, dained from her face. Slowly Evy turned her head and looked at Rod and what he saw
in her eyes sent chills down his spine.
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i heard a faint radio signal and managed to
were Outpost 2 and to head southwegit®t t o t hem. 6 A | one tear ran
it Iike an idiot. They werendt from OP2, they

Rod snapped upright in shock, ABut youbdre al

AThey jumped me when | sl| owedanyHnd.dguessicamp di
was just tired of being al one, my defenses wei

skid behind me. 0 Te bodyswraskedwitiitlerooee d freel y, her
AThey tied me to a post by mgdowarmsupsverodrhe s ame
heads to where our feet barely touched the ground. | kept yelling at them he was a sick man, he

needed help. One of them came over to me and ¢
was he sick?0 | |ike befpabtt bbhd hi mead angurt |
Evy grasped Roddés arm, AMy God, |l sentenced
naked while he was stil!]l dangling from that p

they told me and they were laughingalt he ti me. They said theyod |
solid. o

Evy buried her face in her hands and cried almost hysterically as Rod reached his arm around
her and pulled her to his embrace. He stroked her hair as he held her tightly, reassuringly.

Shequieted a bit, then that strong willed woman Rod had come to know broke through. Evy
| ai d her head upon Rtd®Hfombehface.l der and wiped t|
Safe in the arms of the man s he Haraydhankfaljne t o | ¢
never came around and just froze to death during the next few hours. | saw one of those bastards
open one of their ani mal skin huts of theirs,

ABut still you | ived?0

Al was | u swoofithase thiggs Ratked ,ovetto me after they had stripped Harry
and started pulling off my clothes. Their leader came over and stopped them. He told them Scar
was always looking for new women. He cut me down and had me pull up my snowsuit. He
tossed ménto one of heir makeshift huts.

After a while their leader returned with two other guys. The two held me down, | thought they
were going to rape me, but all he did was unzip my snowsuit and run his hand under all my
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clothes. He grabbed my breast,thtnisd hi s hand down to myéé and

there, then he | eft with the otherso

AWhy?o

Al think he was making sure | was a real worm
the past someone might have tried living by pretending to be awomarg tdonk now | d m | u ¢

guessing. o

A Wo w, you were |l ucky. They could have raped
in the campé woul dé Wel l |l et 6s say youdre j ust

Evy looked up at Rod and looked him directly in the eyes and said without waverig, d ,
if it meant staying alive, | would have had sex with the whole camp, every day, for as long as it
took. One more day to stay alive, one morg dat o t r y Evy searahed doagmyesigrof

revul sion in Rodds eyesyndetst hed ewhvats Ihojnest i
good person Rod, | would haveébo

Rod put his finger to her | ips and smiled, A
woul dnét have done to stay al i ve Hd&lVvwould I under
have had sex with al/l of them if it meant 1046d
Rod saw Evy was dead serious, as she reached
Still staring him in the eyes she added, fAWheri
took meé. o She | ooked away in shame, fAél was I
use my body whenever he wanted me to do | did,
sl owly and with a weak smile addestfromindéd got m
never gave him the satisfaction. Stil!]l I di deé

Rod grasped Evy by her arms and pushed her b
you survived! You I|ived! As far as the O6you di

i treepeoplé from OP2. They shared their food with me, treated me with respect, the old
me started to find her way back. Then | met you. My past life, the person | used to be before |

was captured? Well that person Jlhad@ohangeifi i ve wi
not for myself, then for vyou. I canot forgive
| east é. . 0
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Rod gently pulled her toward him and kissed her gently on the forehead. He pulled her to his
chest and wrapped hisarms arotmd r | ovi ngl y. nol can and do Ev

The sniffles started once again and Evy cried openly as if a great burden had been lifted from
her shoulders, her very being. She buried her head into his neck as tears of joy found their way
out, pushing away the distasine had felt for herself.

~

Al dondt deserve you. 0 She whispered.

Rod caressed her reassuringly AEvy, you dese
person you tried to make yourself out to be. Or would have gone through with this charade, if
Scawoul d have attacked the cityé.o Rod kissed |
woul d have been | ost. Granted we would have w

Evy pushed away from Rod and snapped up right so quickly she startled him.

AOhy MGodé Rod, | forgoté Scar, he and the ca
find and destroy your homeé the city.o

Rod grinned at Evy and gently pulled her bac
|l ot. Wedl |l st ay h elohaand hisfpartyshduld pesalmasttd thercaydy up .
then, | gave him a map. Remember | did recognize him from my past trips to the outpost? So him
|l could trust. o

Evy snuggled deeper into Rod embrace.
AOnce | know heds safeébo
From deep wit hdame&oa 6mu fefmbed,ceiYoubdl | know?

Rod smiled even though Evy coul dndét see from
people | just have met, Evy, but we have a hidden tower that can send not only radio
transmissions, but a more powerful shaotled burst. The burst will activate a tiny light on my

sled, so I|061]1 know when that burst is sent. Y
theyodoll send the coded burst and the | ight wil
theyar e al | clear of danger and in the city.o

AwWhat i1 f web6bre in here when this burst you m
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Rod chuckl ed, AOh that, i1itdéds recorded. | see
the light and the light will flash the way it was recedd We also use it for the base to get hold of
me when out of radio range. I read the fl ashe:
il know that! Mortis Code, I think. Some of

woul dnét know what they were saying. o

Rodgri nned, @ Realorsel,osMorEsvey ,codeds Ahyhow aftet
head on out to the southwest. o

Rod felt Evy nestle in his embrace as she <co

Rod smiled i mpishly,thT®hear mynd olvies iwrev alcead s

There was an al most sl eepy reply, ABut there
AShhh, my | ove.. 0 Rod gave her a reassuring
all the hurt theyodébve caused. For what theyove
There was an exhauste yawn, then a quiet reply, i | ove
want to get youbre selfé usé killed?0 Anot her
Rod raised his gaze to the ceiling, AANn ar my

for plan B. O

Another sleepyyawrt, hen, AThen you have a Pl an B?0
Rod | ooked sadly at Evy who was stil/l buri ed
B, my | ove. o0

Sleep had almost set in. The burden of shame lifted from her soul, the stress of the night
before, had taken their toHer eye lids fluttered as she fought sleep, she yawned. As her blue
eyes fluttered shut she whispered, ADondt sup,|
yawn followed.

Al woul d Evy, but youdd pr ob ahot kissed loetgentlyar e t o
on the top of her head.
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But Evy never heard Roddés reply, she was f as
great and she had survived. Safe and warm she slept. Rod held her securely in his embrace and
kissed her gently orhe head once more.

The sl eeping Evy never saw the sadness or th

There always had been a plan B. Even Zak had it when he brought Rod into the folds of the
rescuers. Only a few knew of this plan B because of the horror it would bet@gsYhorrible as
it was, if it meant Evy and the city would be safe, Rod knew he would carry it through without
hesitation.

Rod | ooked down at the sl eeping Emgchand smi/
paineé. o
He sighed softly caasn He bwhinsgp emryesce,l fiHoow t el | yo
again.
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Chapter 9.

Evy awoke still wrapped in her | ovebs embra
said before she slept. Oblivious to her past, a new wontawaken it was almost as if she had
fought a fever and now it had broken, her bad memories no longer bothered her. Remembering
his loving embrace, his understanding, his love, Evy slowly crawled from the warmth of his arms
and went to her backpack.

Duringthe night Rod had covered them with his sleeping bag and now she shivered as she
went about making some kind of breakfast for them. Memories of her short marriage of two
years before her husbandds wunti mel yundsmat h, ma (
briefly. Evy poured the bottle of water into the small package of&ifhand poured from the
small vial she had retrieved from her backpack.

She walked over to the small basin and poured another bottle into toef§irevy quickly
washed herseHs best as she could in the somewhat sparse surroundings. She slipped her
sweater over her head, then her top followed she carefully took the rag she had for washing and
began to bathe.

AHoly Crap | thought |1 6d di eddmumidedgone t o He

Evy spun around with her arms folded across her soft breasts. Clad only in her thinly knit
pants, she stood teasingly with one leg kicked forward. She cocked her head to one side and slid
her one arm across both her breasts making sure Rodathing, even though she remembered
he had seen almost all of e night beforeEvy held out her hand and pointed at Rod as if to
scold him.

AnScaring a girl so early in the morning, you
away from him.

fiWaking up to see such beauty made meé. wel |,
you even if you did have your back to me. 0 RO
the way, you do jiggle nicely!o
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Evy spun around still covering herselflvit one ar m and wal ked over t
mi ster, just because you said you | oved me, dt¢
got whenever you want! o She shook her finger i

AErél . . o

ANot t o mention | tslleomtg.i Al hyeawrd sbendo dlell I ningh
|l ast night!o

AEvyé | promise you nothing happenedé. | was

Evy bent down and stood inches from Rodés f a
You didndét try toéo

Rod raised I hand as if to swear an oath, but it never quite got raised as Evy flew at him
and knocked him back in the bed. She raised slightly arketbbim in his dark eyes.
A We l I mi ster, youdd better not be a perfect gt

Once agai n E vweatep avér hisheéad Bnal dydhe tinge it hit the floor, both were
struggling out of their pants and into the sleeping bag. Rod started to zip it up but Evy grasped
his hand and pushed him back on his back. @aOh
opeat e. O

The |lights in the room flickered and Rod moa
Formite rod inserted.

Again Evy pushed him back down and in a voice even Evy wondered where it came from she
moaned, AWe dondét need higpargd asdshennawered hérselfohto s €. 6 S|
Roddébs muscul ar body, fAénot now, my | oveé.not I

For a long time neither had known love as they had experienced it during that fleeting time.
As all good things do their passionate loving ended with both layingitheare e ach ot her 6s
embrace. Their chests still heaving from the vigorous time they had spent moments before.

Evy slid off her | ove and snuggled her head
remember my | ove. |l havendok élwerEvilyose oippetdha nay
growling at me?0 She said with a chuckl e.
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ASorry my I|little ice bunny, my stomach seems
Al ce bunny? Now that a funny thing to call 11
Rod | aughed softly, AWell iwerecuteanmtheydhsmpeder e s
l i keéo

Evy smacked Rod on his chest playfully, iBab

She slid her hand dowrel hi snecheésnt etxe asichgloy, Al
She giggled as she wat chedroRhscliest antl lrechandalisl s he
|l ower . ALetds just see I f your tummy growl s at
giggling in all the right places, AChrist! |

Evy jumped up still completely naked and ran across the room abdegrdhe flat bottomed
package of the simoff and without breaking her naked stride, ran back over to their bed and
handed Rod the package as she slipped beneath the cover of the sleeping bag.

Rod was stil!/ grinning f rwans nhdetr olniet tolfe tshper ifni
moments | can remember Evyé. And maybe one of
Evy snuggled back into hiscafthfesda and cooed,

She impatiently waited as she heard Rod sip the still warm liquid. She heard him smack his
lips a few times, then a pause.

AMy God Evy, this is great! What is it?0

She giggled at the childlike quality of Rodb©o
present at Christmas. fABaby, i1tdéds called Al moi

Evy heard Rod gulp down the warm liquid and smack his lips again. He twisted his head
down and kissed Evy on her forehead. AUhhh, Ho i
across the room naked again and make some mor ¢

Evyl aughed, ABaby 10611 run across the room na
fl avoring. o
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AYou gave me the | ast? But baby, youdll neve
regret in Rodds voice.

Evy just snuggled deepénri cthesRod&s swamm mt
somet hing more valuable then that stupid extr :

Rod knew he loved this dark haired beauty, but she had sacrificed one of her most valuable
possessions, not to mention she killed for him andapett Scar. this put her very being in
danger and all for a man she had known for such a short time. The realization as to how much he
loved her was now stiéng to sink in.
Rod slowly embraced Evy as he rolled her on her back. He looked deeply intalhblugeeyes

and said. AEvy | want you to knowé | | ove you
all ow anything to happen to youél couldnét || i
Evy didndét need to hear any more, &ilme wrappe
deeply as she pulled him down upon her war mt h.

That day and the next passed all too quickly as both lovers found something they had lost
long ago. Evy found what she had lost and Rod something he mayeompletely found.
Things just didndét seem right for Rod as he f
longer had, yet reveled in the fact tkaty would be safe.
Evy held Rod closely to reassure herself the past fears and horrors leadNganwrapped in
each otherés embrace they would spend that da)
might have been.

The third day came all too quickly.
AEvy you awake?0

AMMmMmMéo Evyobés reply came from undampoppeie sl ee
out long enough to kiss Rod gently on his lips, then vanished back to the warm spot she had just
|l eft and | aid her head back on Rodds chest.

AEvy, baby, we have to get ready to |l eave. o0
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AOoooohhhéo Evy stretched chversan@duitklypuleddsi ngl vy,
them back over her . Her voice was warm and se:;

Rod bounded out of the bag and hastily got dressed as Evy teasingly whistled, then added,
AStill think you have at nbhaek aisrs.heMheg amdéd.to y

He turned with a frown. ANi ce ass? Welll Mr s .
suggest you get your lazy butt out of bed and get it dressed, because this nice ass of mine is
| eaving in about thirty minutes. o0

Evy again stretatd allowing the covers to slip nearly to her shapely waist. She held out her
arms, wiggling her fingers and beckoned Rod to return. Seeing Rod turn away from her got
Evy6és mind racing. She knew something was up.

ARod? Baby, whatoés the matter ?0

Rod kept paking up his backpack and putting the rest of the stuff back behind the metal
panel. He barely spoke and when he did it was short and abrupt.

Evy jumped out of bad and hurriedly dressed. As she started putting away the bags, she

looked to Rod and anoticdaty s haky voice ask, fABaby what is
Rod stopped rolling up the air pad and plopp
with and you should know that means a certain
wor ried pause, then added, AYou know Scar wono
come |l ooking for you and Eric. o

il know my | ove, but éo

AEvy, | fear for your safety. o Rod | ooked ov
seenin his eyes befr e € . Fear !

She wal ked toward where he sat and smil ed, A
AEvy! Youbre not going with me. | 6m going to

|l et them know youbre outside of theébo
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Evy flew across the room and dropped to her knegstaéher love. She threw her arms

around Rod nearly knocking him backward. AThe
She kissed him and with tears starting to fl o\
| eaving you! You ndotnhdits hnmaavtet earn yd asnany isto! oOi

AEvVvyYy | é0

She pushed back and got to her feet, AThatos

Rodé. unless you plan to shoot me. 0 She was mac¢
mad and determined she was.

Evy started pacgkg and Rod completely bewildered by her reaction, finished hiding the air
pads and locked the panel. He turned to head for the door but Evy put her arms around his waist
and | aid her head on his chest. MAnABabrwhat we f out
| ay aheadé. Ok?0 Evy cooed softly.

Rod | ooked sadly at the door and whispered s
together. o He gave her a gently hug and heade

Outside in the ®abtmEviBabwpspenme Roed®d Scar ha
with him too. They out number him two to one,

Rod patted her hand, ANot to worry Hon, good
handle it right.o

Evystoppel i n her tracks and frowned at her | ove,
you going to tel]l me about this great plan?o

AMuch | ater babe. You see if by some chance

you knew nothing about it. Scarhasways make people tell hi m what
Evy pressed a finger to Rodés |lips and | ooke
you. o0

Rod smiled at her war mly, i know you would

notevenyouget s to know about. o He grinned and stro
until webre ready. o
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Evy started to argue her point, but Rod just softly kissed her and pulled her gently toward the
stairs.

They | ocked t he s af e starotoesndest. Aftex lodkingdhe outer and u p
door to the entrance of the building, Rod walkedav t o Eri cb6s sl ed.
A new plan started to form in his mind, but it was Evy that acted. It was almost as if she read his
mind. She walked over to the radio EricdHadden beside the crate and slowly raised the mike
to her | ips. She whispered into the mike, NSc:
me ? 0

The radio crackled and nothing. The second time Evy called, the crackling stopped and a
ragged voicebust forth, Al hear you Evy! Where the h

AShhh, donét talk so | oudéd Evy | ooked at Ro

the next word, Aébaby, Eric is dead. uldskat éo0 t ¢
the pain this was causing his new | ove, yet s
his throat two days ago. | just managed to sl
ARGood going girl, does he suspect you?0 The
A May b estill ndt $uma. At least not enough to kill me. We should be leaving pretty quick.
He told me | ast nkgbtuwedbhi sgmowhengheé wa
She paused as if to gather enough courage to f
agai mgoilnggmt o | eave one of the trackers Eric m
has a way to detect signals, so if | drop it
pl ace and follow our tracks from here. o
AEvy girl, yomyawmwmamenmeyoObvel lal ways been my
radi o they heard Scar chuckle, AYoudve done s
woul d have been such a shame to kil youé. o TI
justlaythereah donét move, you were still the best p

streamed down her cheek. Evy spun away and dropped to her knees retching as if she were about
to throw up.

Rod knelt on the ice beside her, as he reached over and pulledHie to comfort her. Her
sob began to subside. AEvy, | know how hard t|
thanks for not making me ask you to do it.o
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Evy warmly smiled and kissed him back, ATher
nothng! |1 6d give my |ife to saveéo

Rod put his finger to her | ips and smiled, A
your | ife, jJjust make that other poor bastard |

Evy managed a sniff, then a chuckle as his line sunk inviRdiked over and sat astride his

sl ed and motioned for Evy to get on behind hi
all ow us to move more silently. o0 He then patte
APl us | 6ve Dbegutnhet of eleolo ko ff oyrowa rrdi dtiong behi nd m

There was no reply from Evy, just a tight squeeze as he felt her helmet snuggle into this back.
Rod hooked up her jack into the comm. As he lowered his visor Rod grinned and out the opening
in theouter wall they rode.

A freezing blast hit them as Rod slowed enough for Evy to toss the tracking device back into
the opening. Once they made sure it rolled in far enough, off they went.

AfBaby? Do you really have anycarn hisenanandthatwh at w
hoard of mangy canni bal s?0

Rodbés reply brought Evyods fears to the front

AYeah, honey | know what has to be done. I
tricky part. o He squeéeszédmeeithdndndhcéeadaiso.
knew there was somet hing he couldndt bring hi.
she knew eventually he would tell her and for the present that would be good enough.

The two of them sped on thugh yet another sun lit day and the following night. Rod pointed
Evy in the direction he wanted to go using the sleds compass and she drove while he slept
strapped behind her as she had deendier.
The second night they stopped and rested. Evy sleptmaes wh at f i t f ul sl eep as
mentioned his plan. Evy knew he trusted her, perhaps it was more that Rod had not figured out
how to i mplement his plané.assuming he even h;
puzzled over the situation tinsleep over came her.
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The next day they still were headed southwest. A full seven days came and went since that
fateful night when Evy found the courage to betray Scar. The tension worried Evy even more as
it became cl ear t o hshecouRleampreherm.Sammethingareat wouldr e t h :
reach far beyond her wildest i maginati on. He |
away from the city, but to where?

A week sun they both knew Scar would be close behind as there was no way for him to lose
their trail. Rod al ways remained far enough al
close enough where now and then Rod could climb up upon a high pressure ridge or out crop and
using his binoculars keep an eye on them from afar.

Midday of theeighth day the sled slowed as a monstrous ice pressure ridge loomed on the
horizon. It extended north to south as far as the eye could see and towered nearly three to four
hundred feet into the air. The top was barely visible due to the swirling snowlekhslowed,
then stopped.

Rod turned to her and raised his visor and Evy did the same. He pointed to the ridge that ran

from horizon to horizon. AThat wused to be a gi
side pushing the frozen lake outiot s basin, | think the | ake use
Rod smiled as he changed the subject, AWedre :;
the note you made | ast night, so Scar and his

wanttobse him now. O

=]

You finally got a plan B?0

A

Al 6ve al ways had the plan B Evyé.o Roddés voi
She began to suspect the 6émored was somet hing
AOk then what about your plan B?0

There was only silence and Evy replied to th
baby. o

That was followed by more silence.
Evy frowned, pulled another tracker out and activated it. She attached a note to it as the tiny

green light on the top begam flash. She tossed it in a snow bank where it would be easy to see.
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Off they sped as Evy decided to change the sul
That pressure ridge has to be hundreds of feeft

AYeah, somet hi ng parykane tb bleartawdy ice; said it Hae molvea s t

over a foot in the | ast year. o0 Rod sighed, the
of the | ake to push that much ice sideways. o0
ACl ear the ice away?0 Evy iescekked, but from RO

Onward they pushed and within the hour Scar and the hundred or so men with him found the
marker and a note. Scar walked over to the blinking tracker and removed the note.

AWebre close. Wi ll toss anothertrywlgetthe we get
code, [ canodét youol |l have to come get meé. |

Scar wadded the note and tossed it into the snow and snarled to his second in command.
AWedre cl ose now. Wedll wait here wuntil the re¢
hisd ed scanning the horizon in the direction of
sl ow with those nasty flesh eaters running bel

ABos s, Hel | theydére riding triple and half o
every few miles, bét 0

Scar snarled in his gravelly voice, AOnce we
that are | eft!o He cursed | oudly, then added,
didnét need them so badly. o

il know boss. Butghhewli deook at the br

ABri ght side?0 Scar snarl ed.
AYeah boss, send those rats in first and | et
good bullets on them. We can finish the rest

Scar grinned fl ashi reg dhoindtr dtatkeen tthese tch .t yi Amd

AHel I boss, |ike you said we wonodét need t hen
happens | guess youdll | ose Evy wunless she cat

149



Worlds of Survival.

AHel | , | eave hereeandcaes mdstioftthe imejanywaty. Worseypigce bf h
ass | ever had. o

ABut boss you sai déeo

AnAfter this, i f we win and she survives, t he
fl eshers before we kil!/ them all é& or what 6s |
ABut badss,t hle dlaesst woman we got, remember ? Y
so theydéd have food for this attack. The men

camp away from uséo

Scar laughed with all the evil his second in command expectel Yeah so we donodt
watch any of our women get eaten. o

Number two felt a shiver run up his spine at the thought of how cruel his boss could be. Even
after all the years of riding with Scar there
evil.

AThere has been some mumbling about you gi Vvi
few days back. o

Scar | ooked at his with that deathly stare nh
dondét die and you won Gdthitge wefelruarsnh @itrof fdod andl. T h o s «
had to give them something or they might have

ADamn boss. 1 &m sure glad |1 6m on your side. o0

Scar turned and sat back down as he looked at his second. Another chill ran through his spine
asScarreplied AnYoudéd better be! Now hurry those ass|
can be their next meal!lo
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Chapter 10.

As Scar was reading Evyds not e, Ridbe delayeds | ed s
too long and would follow, Rod moved faster than they had been since leaving the eld pow
plant.
For two hours they raced along and at times Evy wondered if they would flip over as she grasped
his waist harder and harder. Rod obviously cddddle a sled better than anyone, even Scar, yet
as much faith as she had in her love, there were times she closed her eyes in fear. Then there
were times when the sled would go airborne and land perfectly as it flew across the frozen
wastelands and Evyauld actually smile at the skill in which Rod would handle his sled. But
al ways theydédd keep the pressure ridge to thei:H

A few hours before dark Rod pulled the sled up tight to the ridge and dismounted. Evy
followed suit There was a wide opening within the ridge. She noticed the area in front of the
wide gap no snow could be seen, only smooth ice as if someone had polished the ice to a sheen.

She raised her visor. ABaby, I know this isn

Rodreachedoveand | owered Evyds visor back down anc
keyed the comm. Even now Rod had to yell abovi
in there. The wind that blows through will rip the skin off your face it picks up so many ice
crystals. Thatodés what cut out this ice crevas:

ARi ver ?20

Rod smil ed, Al ol teldl you someday my | ove.
read somewhere. Now hang on to me as tight as

No sooner ha Rod finished his remarks, they turned the corner and stood full face into the
wind. Evy had never felt wind this fierce or cold like she now felt. Once again Rod put his helm
to hers, now they were out of comm range from the sled. Now he had to scrd@en to hear,
ARun! Grab my hand and foll ow me! o

Running hand and hand they ran to a small notch within the ice wall about twenty feet inside
the gap. He ducked into a small, narrow fissure lerad of the fissure.
Rod pulled out his ice hammer and &drpicking away at the ice. Evy was barely protected
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from the wind in the narrow notch, but she stayed behind him. Being behind Rod protected her

from what wind blew through the notch and arounddtner of the fissure.

As the ice fell away from the Wd&vy saw a small box which Rod opened and pushed in a code.

He c¢cl osed the box and put his helm against Ev)

AwWait! Whatodés down the gap? | couldndét see n

AWe dondt know Evy. mostaariledn addahk laughed. Bleotddd rmey s | e
when he was younger he took a sled a day into

A Wo w! I wonder how |l ong it is.o

Rod | aughed, AWho cares Zak said he gsot to a
strong he had his sled going full power and was only barely moving. When he got back out here,
he noticed that his suit was so badly damage that if he had pressed on a few more hours, it would

have eaten right through it and he woul d have
Thist i me it was Evy that | aughed, fAGuess | don
Rod grasped Evyo6s hand, AHang on, remember t
wi || bl ow us close to a half mile pasa the sl ¢
wal k it back to my sled and Zak teased me to |

Evy started to laugh, but only a squeal emerged as Rod grabbed her hand and pulled her out
into the blasting winds ripping through the split. Again the pair sprinted toward the opening of
the crevassebut this time running with the wind that nearly blew them off their feet. Once back

to the sl ed and back into comm range Evy chucl
again in twenty years or so. Dond@oneéehidak I cC al
ASarcasm doesndét fit you Honey. o0 Rod | aughed
AOk baby | know there was some purposeeéeo

il started something running, 106l explain I
they were off speeding al ongthathozoutevedygesw once ma
years, the ice keeps covering it. Itdés heated
pressure ridge is the remains of an ol d radar
going. That post and box is allthate mai ns, at | east thatodés what Z
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AThis Zak seems to know a |l ot, but never tel
Rod interrupted Evydés comment with a stern b
need to know. | tell youbwhbhatiyoo need to knoy

Evy decided to let it drop. Rod had too much on his mind to explain everything as he did it.
Perhaps | ater hedéd take the time and | et her i
something at the end of this plan B that he dreaded, buvehdered if she really wanted to
know. If it caused Rod fear, then what would it cause her to feel?

Ten minutes later Rod turned abruptly away from the ridge, drove about a quarter of a mile
and pulled up near a huge flat snowdrift. The wind had diechdowl strangely the sun had
come out again, which was rare.

Rod | ooked up, then out over the flat i1 ce pl
Evy? Those ice plains spread from the north to the south for a few hundred miles and for over
twet y nine miles to the east. o6 Rod stood, str acf
then back to the pressure ridge, AShame it wol

~

il know baby, the sun will go back to hiding
does. o

AOh,h,yerai ght, the ¢l ouds. o0 Rod sat and drove
the wind had kept the snows and ice mostly removed. There was a partially buried wall of
concrete.

AMy God Rod, wh a tseyesopendd witlel, this timeé she way getting ticked
off by his insistence of not telling her a thing.

Rod dismounted and dug in the snow. A long pole appeared and on its end was another box.
Rod opened t he boshedafewluttoass and again p
Evy who had also dismounted and was standing next to the strange snowdrift shouted at Rod
asking what he was doing. He smiled and walked over to her and grasped her hand. Rod led her
back to the box and gently pushed her behind him. He pushed a greendutto

There was a rumbling like that Evy had never dreamed of. Her entire body began to shake as
she | atched on to Roddéds arm to steady hersel f.
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front of them raised a good ten feet high as it fell off, it rea#a massive concrete door that

was rising at of the ice.

The door paused, then moved sideways crushing
there. Beneath the door | ay a vast bl ack hol e
Before she could speak, Rod entered another code, pushed another button the massive door slid
back into place, then lowered downward about ten feet until it was once again level with the

frozen surface.

Rod smiled at the thought of what had to be runningthrougce vy s mi nd. He gr a
hand and led her back to the sled and she sat down. Rod untied the skid and pulled out a heavy
blanket with fingers on the bottom side. He attached it to the sled and jumped on the seat.

AThrow your | ast homen@cdeviaod Hos, armsf oun

AfYou canot be serious! You canot |l ead t hem t

find a way in. Scar has explosives. Reluctantly she tossed the marker as she sat down behind her
love.

Patti ng t6reassuse hdl, ofetley sped once again. Rod clicked the comm and
chuckl ed over her hel més earphones. ARel ax Hotl
bit. o

AYou keep saying that, but havenoét expl ained
wrinkled her nose teasingly. Again he ignored her attempt to get an answer.

Rod steered them to a small snowdrift a few miles east of the massive door. Dismounting he

cleared another post with a box. Oncehetkdne he
button? Well that will end Scaroés reign of tet
snacking on travelers as well . o0

AWhat does the button do?0 Evy asked in an a

Rod thought for a few seconds. Was Evy ready for thté?rShe was an intelligent woman
and working with all the scientists all those years, perhaps. Then there was the bad news and that
Rod imagined might be too much, too soon, yet the time had approached for her to know.
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AEvy | et me st arheawindhad died and Wwith the samstillrouw thed
temperature had climbed to a balmy zero degrees. Rod removed his helm and Evy did the same.
He gently sat her down on the warm seat of his sled and sat next to her.

ABack when al | t harieus designedtcited weretbuiltn Shdlyeodlyscities f
like mine with the miles of poles surrounding them survived, or that we know of. We heard of
ones like yours in Canada and some other really new designs better than ours. Most we think
have failed. o

n$ily, I know all that.o

AWell, miss Al know all thato, did you know
what wused to be the U.S. ?0

AFourteen? That | didnét know. o0 Evy smiled a
this way. So many tiked down to her, yet Rod treated her as an equal.

AWell only thirteen possibly now. o

3t

One was destroyed?0 Evy asked.

~

AOnly those that needed to know, know of Pen
mines. What | never mentioned was my Dad. Whenvas in his early twenties he was one of

the group that mined through to the city in Pennsylvartie. dity had a name, Hope.

Hope was a poled city like my city built between two mountains and had been covered by a

gl aci er. When my bkedhéosgh theyfoungd mied of aditunrels that

|l ooked | i ke at some point they had tried to di

=)}

Hope was dead?o

ANo Evy, for miles Dad and his party éoll owe
to Hope. The entire city was no more than what we have up here. The city had divided into areas
whi ch preyed upon other areas. Constant war s,
mi ning group died getting back to the mines al

AMy Godh,orhow!l e! 0o
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Al't must have been Evy. The group of miners
all they found was death. Once they were set upon they would have all been killed, except
another group attacked the first group and as the miners rérefolives the losers were being
eaten as the others fled. o

Evydés eyes filled with tears. AThen this mig
cities?o0

Rod smiled, Al dondét think so Evy, | ook at vy
sonewhere other cities have survived and are doing at least as welleas nain

Rod smiled, then returned to his story. ASomel
building they had broken through and blew up the tunnel behind the wall and killed their
pursuers in the coll apse. o

Evy sat there shaking her head, Al f those pe

AThat 6s what my dadds group thought too Evy.

ABut baby, you say no one knows of what happ
evergetthbmugh. o

AYeah, not to mention decades | ater when the
Zak and | figured they might be the descendants from Hope and must have run out of a food
source. o0

~

Alt must have been a Hviyvisnhgu dndeelrle de x ifisatnidn ge vien
dadds group to see. o0

Al't must have been Evy. Dad and the ones t ha
caused cave ins for miles. They came back to our salt mines and got more charges telling
everyone that #re was a cave in and had to clear it. Really they went and caved in areas along
three hundred miles of tunnels so no one from Hope would ever find our home. They came back
and said the coll apse was too bad to go any f

AAnd he tol di y.owu about all th

Rod | ooked sadly at the ground and shrugged,
woul dnét happen some other generation. So yes
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parent s, | told Zak and the cetbogndtainthecscuei t t ee
group. They had heard of Hope and also had plans to go there if they ever found a way to go that
far safely. o

ASo whatés this got to do with things now an
warmth.

AEvy, Zak desevarg yetrs later to tell me his secret seeing | had shared mine
with him. Many generations ago Zakdos family w;
of the worl dbés popul ation moved sout htheyet ween
called that the Equatorial Zone or EZ. Some back then feared cities and those going to warmer
climates would wind up just I|ike those we foul
even back them people knew what humans were capable of. Anyhswrmoeed to the warmer
cli mates. 0

~

i remember | earning that in school Rod. The
must be so nice to be warm all of the ti me. I

Rod held Evyodés hand andtwarttolodkthelreil You shesaditte. ANnEvVY
over eight years ago Zak, another guy named Gene and myself heard a weak radio call and went
to rescue them. We traveled al most nine hundr

Evy grasped Roddés handlhhaar df.ari?NiTnoew ahrudn drheed wn

Rod chuckl ed, #dAYep! ITtoés a |l ong way from t he
of sorts and two survivors. They were from the EZ and it was them that had broadcast the
signal .o

Rod stopped and looked at Evy amdndered if she could accept the rest of what he was
about to say.

AEvy, they told us of how humanity crowded i
famine, the endless wars over land. They told us of disease, more famine, more wars centuries of
it.o0 Rod Squeezed Evyods hand firmly, AThat ds \
starting to freeze. The ice was moving beyond the thirtieth parallels and in to the EZ. Extremely
violent storms ravaged everything, like they did these atesadbefore the ice age began. The EZ
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was freezing |like the rest of the planet. d RoOC¢
within the next century Earth would be compl et

Evy | aid her head on Rodddersdrdoped andlervoicgi t h a t
trembl ed, nRnSo this EZ is freezing? There i s ni

ANot any more baby, the planeds survivors we
of finding a place to live, to escape to. rtegnal could be heard because this thing they called
an airplane was up high in the air. They braved the storms that eventually brought the plane
down and wound up where we found them. All but the two died in the crash. One survivor died
that night, thd ast t he next day. 0

Evy seemed drained of spirit sighed. ASo the

AUnl ess we can find the other twelve citieseé
me about the past soon after f hispldenrgestronge cr as't
winds here have kept the snows from building up too high. They continue to blow east across the
ice fields. Even today which is a calm day the winds are gusting to a good seventy and as you
can feel t hey havencét wkrbopep ecd men dcheerr ef.iof t y s

She smiled and shivered slightly, AFI fty sti
NRSee the setting sun through those clouds to
ASure Rod, but those arend6t storm clouds. 0O

ANope! But Evy wherd It hay nrge avd mdlserteéhatthdyp or

east. They do this every day just around suns:¢
ABaby, wedll freeze or be ice blasted. o

Rod | aughed, AThat 6s why we have a dobrel ter o
miles from here. But beyond the ice fields the
tell the normal areas itds where all the snow
snowdrifts.
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Evy sat back upright and looked at Rod and askedinapue d t one, M@ARod, you:
kinds of things, but stild]l seem to be evading
hell does it do?0

Rod gl anced around to make sure Scar wasnot
more to the massive dothrough his field glasses, then sat back down.

AHon, This at one time was a missile silo th
the EZ. The government knew there would be War of some kind, so they build these missile
silos. Justin case. Theyere never used and most just collapsed by the weight of the moving
gl aciers. o

i remember somet hing about that from school
radi ation?0 Evy was starting to | ook worried.

ANot with these Honey. Zaddaled aNeutrontb@nd.dt blows s s o me
up like the regulanuclearbombs you mentioned, but there is no radiation. If it had to be used

our ancestors didndét want to radiate the very
living thingsandonly he bl ast and heat destroy, so there

AMassive killing and destruction? And that w

Rod shrugged, ADondt know about back then Ev
like fate designed this bomb for as.

RSo youdre going to kildl Scar and the ot hers
Rod | aughed, ANaw, thereds no more missile.
the warhead and wired it with codes and ot her

Thef i rst box back at the pressure ridge starts
installed in some complex under the ice almost a century ago when they were first invented.
Zakbébs ancestors haeei tche cklewlayd neadmake sur
The secad box you saw operates the door. | opened and closed it so Scar would see the marks

and broken ice and think we were in there, th:
try to get in, while plan B works. o
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AAnd why you | e foldmetbhmovesnkyistdff tathe sleddromathre dkidt The
empty skid just makes the ploy more realistic. That explains the thing you put behind the sled, to
cover our tracks, to scatter any ice we might

Rod patted Evyobs emaddieBk | k reevd ngnd sgrhiadnnf t he t

Rod arose once more and scanned to make sure
north, Rod whispered. fiThere they are. About :
stretching for anothermile e hi nd. 0

Evy got up and she too raised her binocul ars
door and Scar walked around the door and ice debris, then walked over to the box, opened it and
started pushing buttons. Little by little his men thatenen foot caught up and started various
things trying to open the massive door. Scar signaled for one of his men to come and try to
bypass the box. He knelt down beside it and started trying to open it.

AWondt be | ong bef or e thdtguydunng inyobsef stag & thec o me o u
raider camp and heds not all that good with el
the radios and other things. This guy i1s an i (

Rod put away the binocukand took Evy by the hand. He led her to the sled and punched in

his code. ROk Evy, I need you to take my sl ed
pointed to an instrument -fivgertobk suse. THea gidtkeepi Bet t er
nding until you see the snow banks at the end
Evy tried to get off the seat, but Rod gent|
there isndt much time. | have to stay and man:

longer works and the delay timer from when | press the button to detonation is only five minutes,
not enough ti meéo

ANO! 0 Evy pushed Rod back away from the sl ed
now that | 6ve found youi'ltoh Sshe rku sh ema shsimo rs,0 He
break his jaw.

The late afternoon winds started picking up and the temperature started dropping quickly.
Survival kicked in as both reached for their helmets that were sitting on the sleds seat.
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ARod rai sewarhd st hegut uipt on andé.t here was a
He felt the world tip one way then another, he fell to his knees, something was wrong. He fell
sideways as his worldgped and swayed.

Rod tried to shout out warning to Evy, but nothmg@ me out as he found his
to work. There was a ringing in his ears which grew in pitch.

Then nothing!

Rod became aware of light filtering through his eyelids. He blinked to see the cold frozen
earth and the left ski of his sled. Hetried si t, but coul dndét move. Th
left and slightly behind his line of vision. He turned his head as far as he could in time to see Evy
kneel dowrbeside him.

Rod tried to focus as he realized he had been tied face down to his sld&bwetls strapped to
either side and his arms tied to his legs. He struggled, but Evy had tied him well.

As she stooped, Rod noticed the comm unit at
you with my hel met and tied you to your sl ed.

Rodtriedtopeak, but his I|lips still didnét wor k. I

AOh Rod, | didndét want to hurt you my | ove,
the red button just as easily as you. | want you to live my love, you are naydfosing you
woul dé. . o0 She smiled weakl vy, Al knew youdd nce
sled and put the sleds cruise control to maxi:H
gauge shows and I locked the steering like youshomwed a f ew days ago. 0

AEvy, waitéo Rod weakly managed to mumbl e.
AShhh, baby. ltds too | ate, | 6ve made up my
button. Ten minutes at fulll speed on these i cc¢
ABl ast radius, you know?o

AMy |l ove | told you | went to school, even t
a good idea how much destruction this iIs goin;q
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Rod could barely see her in the fast fading

Evyleanel cl ose to Roddés visor and raised her vi
| owered her visor back down and reached over |
t o raise his to see what Evy wasydoing, unt i |
| oveédondt €0

nGo-bg my | ove. 0 Evy whliRedpeurdeelerkearowi ng ful | w
The sled jerked as Evy put the sled into gear
He struggled at his bindings, but only loosened them enough éohigifiead and glance at his
speedometer. The sled was at max speed already and flying over the ice. Rod knew at max speed
the sled would eventually run out of power, but by then it would be too late to go back and get
Evy.

After what seemed to be hours,en t hough only minutes had sl
managed to free himself enough to twist his head higher. Looming in front of him was a huge
snow bank. He struggled violently trying to tip the sled to no avail.

Altds been | on gRodmutdred as he began tonwonry Heetried t6 move his
hand and realized there was something familiar he felt on his leg. He twisted his head and looked
back at his hand. It was Evyodés knife buried i1
Rod grasped the knife and within seconds, cut the binding on his hand, then the ones holding his
body face down on the seat. He sat up and killed the engine and as it drifted to a stop, he cut the
last bindings on his legs. He knew Evy had left the kmiéxd to cut himself free. Even doing

wh at she was, he knew she woul dnot all ow hi m 1
would be found, but it would be too late for her love to return to die with her. He spun around
and sat backwardsonthesl 6 s s e at so he could cut t he | ast

blackness, back toward where his beloved Evy was.

AEvyé what have you done?6 He thought sadly.
go back andéo Fr om be lltedtardinthe etehirgskybhag | it up
exploded. As he shielded his eyes trying to look, the light was so bright his visor changed
automatically to a protective dark gray. He slumped in the seat, Rod knew there was no going
back now. He watched as the hugesfmroom cloud reached for the heavens, then as the light
started to dim and his visor returned to normal it revealed the tears streaming down his cheeks.

His Evy was gone. She had sacrificed herself for her love.
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He stood and faced the burning cloud tregtahed thousands of feet into the darkening
evening sky. He staggered at the thought of his lost love, his knees wobbled as he plopped down
on the rear of his sled once again.

The early evening winds blew so strong he could barely sit upright.
Then the bhst from the bomb hit!

Rod was tossed backward on the sled and it slid along the ice for several feet across the ice
field and just stopped thirty feet short of a huge powdery snow bank. He picked himself up and
walked back to his sled and sat once agtarirgy at the now reddish, orange fireball that already
had begun to darken as it cooled and the clouds closed in around it. The light faded quickly and
once again night cast its black veil upon the frozen earth.

AMy God Evy, what hadve nygowyodiormd D nWhy &iadl nle s s
never felt before crept upon him, tears filled his eyes again. The first woman he had ever really
loved sacrificed herself for him and now he would have to live with that fact the rest of his life.

Sadly Rod turned @hmounted his sled. He checked the power gauge and saw if he drove
slow he had the power to the shelter. The sled still pointed in the direction of his shelter he
reluctantly started toward the bank of snow ahead of him. Before he moved a few feet he becam
aware of somet hingeée.

From his side vision he saw something red and white and really big blow past him at terrific
speeds. It was moving well over sixty miles an hour. He whipped his head around and saw many
faded white cords whipping by only feet awagrfr him as the light faded even more.

Before Rod could react, he could hear a strange scream behind him and before he could turn, a
dark shape passedé. He turned his head to | ool

AEEEEYYYYyyyeeeeeeeyyyyyyiiiiiieeeeeeéeééo

Whatever it was flashed bydwside. By the time he looked forward it had slammed into the
snow bank with a burst of white powder. Rod slowed and dismounted. Cautiously he approached
the snow bank.

Atop the snow bank was a huge red and white billowing object like Rod had nevelt seen.
had many faded white cords that disappeared downward into the bank of powdered snow.
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Suddenly the red and white object flew up and
night. The light from the mushroom cloud was fading quickly.

Rod peerd toward the snow straining to see in the lights of his sled. The snow began to
move. Just a little at first then more. Rod carefully moved toward the indent in the snow.

There was a burst of white powdered snow as a dark figure stumbled forward aodHell t
ice. The startled Rod fell backward onto the ice. The dark figure arose and started to wipe the
snow off the snowsuit.

AEvy?...0 Rod ran forward, AEVY!!oO

The winds howled as Rod | eapt into Evyds arrm
He tried to kiss her, but their helmets just clunked together. They laid there and hugged. Holding
one another. Then slowly he raised her to a sitting position.

Evy touched her visor to his and smiled warm
| ove. 0O

Rod glanced at the now dimming cloud of glowing gasses, then grinned back at Evy and
shouted above the howling winds. fANo shit!o

ABaby, get me somewhere warm will you?0 Evy

As if Rod was possessed he sprang into action. He scooped Evy up and tockéested
fighting the howling wind with every step, mounted and off they sped. No longer did she have a
comm so he coul dnét ask about her condition. I
feeling her shiver all the time. Finally several olcheicame into view.

Rod swung the sled toward one of the larger structures and literally crashed through the wall.
The sled skidded to a halt next to an old wooden inner wall. Rod jumped off the sled, made sure
Evy was still ok andan to the wall.

He moval a board and there was a click and part of the wooden wall moved. Rod threw it open
and ran back to the sled, grabbed Evy and pulled her through the opening, then closed it back up.
He bent down and brushed a few feet of snow to reveal a hatch.

He glancedack up at Evy who was leaning against the wall. Rod pulled up the hatch and
motioned for Evy to climb down. He then followed and secured the hatch. Down the ladder they
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climbed into the darkness. When Evy hit the bottom, she stepped out of the waydas Rdad e | m
light lit a small key pad. He punched in a code and a door slid open and they entered as the door
slowly closed behind them.

Rod ripped off his helm and rushed over to his love to remove hers. She rested against the
wal | . AAre you iosk abBhvoyt?h eDro won dheDrreopper gener ato
ti me!o

She nodded weakly as Rod helped her toward another door. Rod opened the door and led her
into the small room. He closed the door and turned to Evy. He took a deep breath and trembled
infear é

Rod breathed a sigh of relief as she appeared to be ok and he saw no signs of serious injury.
That 1s wuntil Rod gently turned Evy to | ook at

The back of Evyods snowsuit was charred and b
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Chapterll.

Evy was exhausted and nearly fell to the small cot. Her suit was burnt and shredded. Rod
gently stripped it off and was relieved to find neither burn, nor cut. For once Rod was glad Evy
wasnot wearing a much thinner sdhreddeéd adginged, The |
but the heavy suit had protected her completely. He grasped her by the arms and angrily glared at
her.

AwWhat the Hell did you think you were doing?
yourself Evy!o

nWel | you werei@¢goimg tyouwised fup fkIl didndét ba
moved over to a glowing device that was warming the small room. She picked up her snowsuit,
showed Rod the seat where there was more shre:q
ride. o

Rods©rook his head and moved next to her and wr

understand Evy, I had a good chance of é. o0
Evy snapped her head around and frowned, @Dy
How the Hell were you going to get the minimurglgi miles away, Run? Yeah right, you would
have died from exhaustion within a milel At | ¢
Rod just held her c¢close. #fAl thought 1 6d | ost

Evy interrupted again, AYou hyl&mckddgaueut he ade d
Why | tied you to the sled and got you away f
AAt | east | had a real pl an! And before you gi
me speeché. o Evy t oroakt iao nd,e efipé yborue aktnho w nd af nmnuesdt w
never | et me do it.o

il 6d have to know what éo

ADammit Rod, we used to paraglide ice plains
| saw the wind picking up, | knew I could actually glide fasterthamyols | ed | just di d
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my skis. | guess Scar | et me take my sail So i
She | aughed, AAnd it turned out it saved my |
AHowdd you figure to glidelwintlyowt hyaaumm ski s
AThis parasail, i s designed for maxi mum spee
Rod. I f you noticed before | had to eject it |

AEvyéo Rod | aughed, fé aitk andred pasa by avdahs objetti s f | a
screaming as it past. o

Evy gave him a sheepish grin, A We | | to be ho
my | ife. The winds caught the sail and off |
wasgong al ong a good seventy kilos, when that a
must have been going close to one hundred and fifty kilos for a bit, then | felt myself slowing. |
managed to lay on my back for a few seconds to put out the smoldeting gui

AYoubre damned |l ucky your sail didndét <catch
as Evy grinned back.

i B a b yld youll rated parasails. Well this one was made just for me after my husband died
and | took racing back up. I al so used it to t
so one of the scientists there made this thing of a lightweight mattralwas used in some of
their experiments.o Evy stuck her tongue out
proof! o

AFire proof?0 Rod shook his head, AAnd | sup
you were a |little sl ower?0

Evwlemed over and kissed Rod gently on the |ip
sai l woul d have. o

AChrist! |1 guess there is no arguing with vyo
Evy could see Rod was still perturbed with her, but she just smittd ane as e d , i had

silly. Remember the one you whistle at? Our suits are padded extra there because we had to sit a
lot doing ice studies and readings. | knew | could slide quite a ways before my suit started to
shred. o
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Rod just shrugged knowing bettthan to argue past events. Nothing could be gained and
Evy already had done what she did. He just pulled her into his arms again and resigned
completely to her logic.

nSo what was this plan exactly, jJust go al on

AOh, silly. | apinthe stufiltiedyontacthe vetrf,your sted when we
dumped the skid. | pulled the rip cord and while the drone chute pulled out the glider sail, I hit
the red button in the box.0 Evy snuggled into
fast We never had winds like that where | lived. Not to mention, | had little control, but as you
had mentioned the gale was blowing in the rigl

Evy snuggled her face into Rodbés neck and ch
went arborne a few times, but | finally managed to stop sliding on my butt and turn and got to
my feet. o

Evy raised one of her feet|, NnSee honey, I pu
s ki standing up i n an emergency. 0

Rod smiled and dheclkheed dd@@h ., s us t came from &k

Evy hesitated and buried her head back into
got about six miles away in five minutes, thei

AEVY?0

Evyturned and lookedatRodv i ngl y i n his eyes. A huge gri |
bl ast hit meé MY GOD, babyéwhat a ride it gav:e
paragli der being more of a shape wing with hol
gri nnedy ifAtLuw&sndt t oo high. o

Rod held Evy at armdés | ength and frowned, AY
nucl ear bl ast and get bl own yomugaad It wdn tf yu ns?ame
Rod moved his face inches from hers, squinted and staredimto ey es and added,
fallen in | ove with someone as crazy as | am! (

Evy threw her arms around his neck and kissed him deeply.
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i Wh at t he Hel |l was t hat f or! | 6m stil | mad a
youéo

Rod never finished d@svy once again kissed him and this time there was no protesting. They
stood there kissing in the orange glow of the heater. Eventually just holding one another was
enough. Thanks to Evyds cunning, they &t h ha:t
arms and thankfully in one piece. And Rod had
his would have. She had saved his life.

Soon Evy had warmed and as Rod repaired her suit with fabric welding tape, he turned to
show her. He looked over and¥kiad already rolled out the sleeping bag, undressgtd an
crawled in.
Thinking Evy was asl eep, Rod quietly folded E
bag. He sat next to her and smiled warmly as |

Evygsesepopped open as a grin crossed her fac
Rod grinned, AThought you were asleep babe. 0

AYou really didnét think I was going to go t
cover and grasped o hintwth®bagahd he stértedrtd slip béhbaghthp ul | e «
cover.

AOh no you dondét mister! No clothes all owed

(@)}

Rod | ooked down at Evyds naked body and star
AMMmMMmMMmMMmME o
Rod turned and | ooked at Evy, AWhat ?0

Evy smir kwetdt,. diNi ce b

ANow a very cold one my darling. o0 Rod said a
bag.
Evy pulled the cover over their heads and co
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Evy |l et out a giggle and Roddés muffled voice
rubbingé. o

There was another giggle, then a huge sigh. Enough talk Rod decided as the sleeping bag
started moving slowly and muffled moans could be heard. This night there would be no sorrow,
just celebrations!

Through the sleepindrim&kge Ewedsirmwefnfclee d fidied d le

Rod groaned, then panted, ADamné. ohhhh, yeah
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Chapter 12.

The following morning the two lovers packed up and headed out into the frozen air. The sun
had actually broken completely through the clouds which was rare. Even rarer, there were no
clouds! It was a clear blugky and bright sun.

Evy was the first to point, in the distance was a glistening lake that was just beginning to freeze
over.

fRody,t tlhake has to be miles across. o

AMost | i kely Evy. The bl ast should have DbI as
wi de. Once that fireball hung around for a whi

Evy gr abbedCa walgd seehtaas do.be aigood ten miles in diameter. It melted
ice half way to usé. o0 She paused as it sunk i
got to beéo

AToo damned cl ose Evy. I f t hat s upmeyrmorh,e at ed
it would haveeé. o

Evy was having no more of Rodés gl oomy | amen
gi rl and pulled on his arm. ALetds go and see!
Rod | aughed at Evyds child |Iike glee, yet he
caution swept away all of Rodbds curiosity. A We (

there or even undermined perhaps as close as a mile away from the edge.
Evy sighed and nodded, fAWedd freeze before w

Rod slowly sat o the sled and patted the seat behind him as Evy sat down. She still stared at
the glimmering waters as the sun danced upon the forming ice. A sudden blast of frigid air hit
her in the face and she snapped her visor down. She raised her hand along hedHeltn
somet hing. fAWhat?0 She queried.

i put it on this morn Hon, I had one of our
wasndét too hard to adapt. o
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Evy gave her love a little squeeze as Rod started to move away. They got on the sled and
heaad away from the glorious vista they had seen. Once again thoughts turned to survival and
getting to home.

The sled turned to the east and sped off. No more would Scar or the local cannibals walk the
Earth. Once and for all the threat had been removegsighed and relaxed until Rod reminded
her that more might wander into their area of the state.

Even that thought didndét bother her for | ong
the city. Her new home.

ABy the way my | oyeurwhlkat yi?s Yolue ah ameg sofcal |
chuckled.

ACi ty. o

ANo baby, I mean whatdés it really call ed, no
AWe do Babe. Sometime in the past it had a n
people justgotusedto callimgt t he <city. o Rod | aughed, Al tos

but everyone just called it the city since |

AThat 6s the silliest thing | 6ve ever heard. o

Altds going to be your new iithecigy,orhsne oneveat di f
|l ce Town? Wedl | be together. o

Evy chuckled over the comm, AThe city is jus

She glanced back one more time to see the freezing lake vanish behind another frozen white
ridge of ice and snow. She smiledat he trail of snow Rododés sl ed
it meant they were speeding toward her new home, her new life. Evy buried her helmet into
Roddés back and hugged him tightly.

She was happy and now life was good again!
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Evy drove part of the nighwhile Rod slept. She followed the instrument on his dash that
pointed the way home. The next morning Rod took over and after a quick course correction
around another pressure ridge, headed toward the city once again.

Evy coul dndt hel gutydraund hev.dme dun had aome duhoace again for
the second day in a row. The sky was now filled with billowing clouds.

AfBaby?0 Evy asked, AArenod6t clouds I|ike those
Rod sl owed the sl ed and | ooskite dbeupduaet ttoh et hcel o
Evy heard Rod chuckle over the comm, ADondt w
damned cold will take care of that water vapol

ASt or m?o0
AMost | i kely balbeyl dnolse badklkellyomeVeby t hen. 0

Evy rel axed a bit and | aid her head on Rodo&s
It was so beautiful, yet so deadly. She knew if she raised her visor, her face would freeze in five
minutes or less at thisspeedj nut es more frost bite and shedd
that beaut é.

AROD! STOP! 0
The sled came to a halt after skidding for several yards.

AnEvy? WRibdagur?avound fearing something had happened to his new love, perhaps
some delayed reaction or trauma. But he saw her standing on the side boards staring out to the
south. She slowly raised her hand and pointed.

ASomet hing glintedtauti ntghe rieed.ud Sherlkegptsomet

i know damned wel |l it candét be Scar or any
ot her day. o6 Rod teased.

AHonest | saw something Rod. I think it was
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Rod looked where Evy had swuhgr hand to. Off in the distance there were several flashes.
Something was reflecting sunlight. Rod strained to see better.

AChrist! Evy, ités moving!o
ASomeone from the city?0 Evy asked.

ANo, wrong direction. 0 Rod sowbwndeadvostiatamiy ¢ di m
big. o
Rod could sense the concern in her voice. He knew most travelers these days were roaming
bands of cut throats or cannibals. Scar had pulled all the bad elements together and now that they
were gone, others could easily moveio t he areaé. but it was way to
peaceful travelers vanished from the landscape, so he datlete were wanderers.
He leapt off the sled and almost knocked Evy off as he ripped open the compartment of his pulse
rifle.

ABaby?sWhafPoi Evy was now getting frightened

Without an answer, Rod whipped up the rifle and peered through the high powered scope. He
focused it, the rifle slowly lowered and Rod plopped down on the seat. He stared off toward the
glinting. Raisirg the scope once more he looked, then lowered it as if he were stunned.

Evy was now more than frightened. She reached inside the flap of her snowsuit for the
sidearm Rod had given her, but Rod laid his hand on hers.

AEvVY, I have no tlkhdeagwhat L bee HeévVet haéen an
the rifle to Evy and she raised it and scanned the south.

She stopped scanning and stared through the
no sooner got that ouFLYWN&GHh.sheSaddedf. OROD

il know Evy, | saw. é.just before it went be
some sort of a skimmer. o

ARod, itdés the size of those buses you told

Rod took the rifle back and letoe d t hr ough t he scope. Altdos ch:
right toward us Evy. Get back behind that sno\
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~

ANo friggind way |1 O06m | eaving you alone my | o
that. o Evy protested arsllowsehed hepselflbdhiadthe BledrRodgotd e a r |
up and started to walk around to join her, when the radio crackled to life.

There was a series of squawks and squeal s, t
the old coded U.S. frequency0dl-2- Alphaé . Over . 0

The stunned Rod sat down on the sled, handed the rifle to Evy and slowly reached for the
button on the side of his helm. He looked at Evy and had a strange look on his face. Evy stood
and started to speak, but Rod pressed his helm button. Exy conle ar t ransmi ssi ons

reply.
ATo approachi ng-OL2Aligha, catl dtiemgy @nr Oi ntent! o

The radi o crackled agai n, AMy God! We though
ago! o0 Over the speakers dReeiingand Evy heard sev:

The vehicle was now close enough to see with the naked eye and it was heading straight for
the lovers. They watched as it neared always keeping an eye out for any signs of treachery.

AMaybe you should check again baby?06 Evy ask

AEvy twetyh&knreadi o code. Only our <city uses i
they couldndét understand it.o Rod turned and |
you see Honey, they have a way to decode the signal. It must be from anothér city

Al thought you said the other cities you kne

3t

No Evy, | said we | ost contact with them ov

Rod placed the rifle back into his sled and closed the compartment. Evy stood and they
walked around the sled and faced timeoming bus sized vehicle. They stood and watched as the
vehicle came head on at them, then slowed and when it got twenty feet away it turned slowly and
came to a stop. Slowly the vehicle lowered to the ground and with a burst of billowing snow,
came toa rest.

As the cloud of snow blew away from the side of the vehicle, Rod noticed something on the
sideé.. fAMy God! o He whispered as he dropped
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Evy dropped to her knees and hugged her love as she looked into his eyes. Through his visor
she saw tears!

Rod raised his hand and pointed to the symbol on the side of the vehicle. It was a red and
white stripped rectangle with a blue field covered in w/sitars.

Tears roll ed down Rodédés cheek as he | ooked a
States of America. They have to be the survi v
i mpossi bl eétheyéo

Just then the door opened and a man stepped into the doaoravayodioned for the pair to
come in. They got to their feet and slowly walked to the strange looking vehicle. Cautiously Rod
entered and when he was sure it looked safe, he motioned Evy to come in. The man that had
waved them in, stepped back and made rémmthem to enter. Once in, the door slid shut.

Rod seeing the three men iIinside werenodot wear
his helm. Evy followed suit.

The first man smiled and extended his hand.
Ken, that guy over there is Bill and the one drivihgts beast is Martin. o
Ken motioned to a small rack. AYou may rput yol

dreamedé. o
This man was obviously amazed he had found people out on the ice, nattiomtlee
possibility that they had found one of the lost cities.

Ken | ooked at Rod, then Evy as they |l aid the
obviously well designed for this out world environment, yet the young ladies is similar to the old
styl e. O

Al 6m Rod and the | ady is Evy, Ken. 0 Rod sl ow
it n ok , |l 6m compl etely | ost here. I know you
from one of the lost pole designed cities? They were the only tgpegere known to have
survived the crushing weight of the snows t wo
since the new ice age began. Why now?o0
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Bill shook Roddéds hand and asked if he was a
guyt hat has to survive in the cold. o He smiled
about anything. Keeps one alive. o0

AWhy donét you two have a seat?0 Ken asked a
AJust the three of you? | dondét wunderstand. 0

Ken sat across from the pair. ALet me start
picked up what appeared to be a massive explosion. Something that big had to be nuclear in
nature, so our governmesgnt out this party.

Once we found the freem lake, we set out in the direction we thought your missing city might
be in and started a search pattern. We were about to give up thinking it might just have been an

old missile blowing up.o6o Ken noddedfewamoreBi | | |, i
days. o

Bi | I | aughed, nWel | we didndt have anything
They al l chuckl ed as Ken continued. AA few d

pattern we planned to do, we picked up the coded tracking frequencyrakeygeiver. We were
a bit south of you, but with this radio gear, we heard your identification pinger using the older
code and knew it had to be someone from the |

AThe direction you thought we were in?0 Rod

ARAh, over helexactloationswofreleversof the fourteen pole designed cities were
lost. You see as the cities were built, the exact locations were hidden. That way if the Equatorial
Wars were lost, at least the city locations that were hidden under the ice, weula bee . 0

Rod rubbed the back of his neck. ASo you tho
lost. Christ! All those centuries since this started and no communication, we thought we were

al one. Possibly the | ast of humanity. o
Martin who had joined themchuk | ed. AThe | ast, not quite sirtr
of forty three million. o
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The color drained from the pairdés faces. Evy
Rod just sat there in awe of the number. They both looked at eachtbéreback to Martin and
his two companions.

AExcuse me how many survivors are | eft in yo
sixteen thousand when we | ocated them a few de¢

AWe have a I|ittle over ni ne tayotaltohsixtees squnacte. T wo
miles. Then there are the people |iving in theg
ninety fivethousad t ot al . 0O
Rod paused as it hit him and asked. fné. Gamma

ANi nety thousand? My Goddhwiwt hhehhel mMahg?é vy

Rod just grinned, Ailtdés not easy Ken. We hav
in thereé. Now, you said Gamma 12?0
AOh 1 &m sorry. You dondét know? Every pole de

and the numbet?2 for the pole design of those cities. Your city was the first and designated

Alpha 12 and sadly the firtd be lost to usOur ancestors reported they thought Alpha 12 had

been destroyed by a missile attack just after the war started. You see we dnztdos Rissile

silo built near Al pha 12 and thought it was d:¢
explosion that someone put one and one together as they read over the old records on the main
computer. o

Rod leaned back to join Evy in his st@uhstate. So much information in so little time. Then
Roddés survival instincts snapped into action.
raiders around. We destroyed a hoard of the wi

Martin | ooked at boRlduthoivYThemissieswere &llfsenttaltade to
di sarm after the war to prevent someone from

Rod grinned, AMYy mentords ancestors maintain
of generations removed the bomb when the missdded to deteriorate and wired it in case of
an emergency. Guess someone forgot to tell the
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Evy now feeling safe | aid her head on Rodos
from Canada survivingero eAy & ,e afrl stthairnke dl @m tf hoe |

ACanada? Aww Hel |l Mi ss, Canada was in a join
secretly started back toward the end of the t\
Ca n ad dl pe hgppyut@know there are several million Canadians still kicking around as
wel | . O

Bi Il | added, fABut wedre all just one big fami
damned ice age. o0
Evy smiled through tears of joy as Rod hugged hertarda s e d . RnSee nNnow you

to your people. o

Evy teasingly hit him on the arm. AYou areno
my people now. 0

Rod smiled at Evy, then turned his attention to Ken, who was the obvious leader of this small

pat y . ASo | 6m guessing youbre here to secure s

ACommuni cations? Oh, no Rod, I dm sorry | was
want to join us.o0 Ken smiled, AWe hastatlyr oom e
so we wonodot have to Ilimit our popul ation. By

people to repopul ate the surface again. o
Bi | | | aughed, nWel | at | east it wondét be any

Rod t hought dyBan. Yau nedienedmpdpulatidn$umbers like | never heard
out side of books. Just where the hell i's your

ACi ty?0 The three new comers | aughed as Ken
nine hundred what you might call cities, towns, farmsm@andni ng communi ti es. 0

ANi ne hundreé. o Evy as well as Rod were stun
managed to mumble out. AONn the ice?0

Ken smiled and moved his hand outward, then he turned it and pointed toward the floor.
ADown therela&avleintmi ¢ esnader e
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AEl even miles under the Earth? Youdre kiddin
ANot in the | east Rod. Guess | 6d better star
Rod looked at Evy who was enthralled. He too found himself strangely pulled into this

incredibleconver sation. A few days earlier they had

Evy who had been through so much, had just barely begun to forgive herself for past
transgressions, now found herself listening to what her new life might become, or laag alre
become, but now all this was fascinating, yet soothing knowing they were not alone on this
frozen planet.

Ken and the others sat down across from Evy and Rod as Bill handed the couple cups of

coffee. Rod took a sip expecting Souff, instead hiseygsopped wi de open, A My

has to be real cof fee?0
Bi | | grinned as Ken smiled at the pair and
ARBoy! Do | have a story to tell you.o
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Chapter 13.

Ken conti nued hiclsintlketlatetwentiethficensury b graup of grivate a
investors and scientists got together and st atl

believed there was a new i ce age about to dawi
regardlessofwhait her s t hought. o Ken | ooked at Bill

Bi | | added, AThey, this group of humanitari a
first city, which is now used as our main base of operations for surface exploration. Granted, it
was small by comparisonoftogladds s mal | est ci ty, but it did | a

needed to dig deeper. The first dig was under a saieldNew Mexico.
During those days they found a new element down there while boring a hole to install the Geo
thermal units. o

ARAogrrssor named Morgan, that discovered itos
| aughed, AHowds that for ego? Anyhow MGT as we
that once activated, needed no external fuel or power to run. It also hadipsojett allowed us
tocreatetheangyr avi ty units for these Ski mmer s, or act

ANot to mention an endless power supply. o Ma

AWow, we could some of that. Our Droppers ta
ADropper sasked. Mar t i n

Rod smil ed, ARemind me and [ 611 tell you all
AWell the new el ement powered the | aser bori

to bore deep within the Earth using an extremely powerful laser tixatlly vaporized the rock.

The power in MGT bsically saved the human race.

Since then wedve extended our <city and bored ¢
homes out of the rock. Streets, parks, everything the old cities had. We grownireegpump

oil to use as lubricant and to make pl astics.
mankind had before the ice age came. 0

181



Worlds of Survival.

Martin grinned and added, AWhy we even recyc
snow and ice above our exieeators and vents. We vent extra heat from deep underground and
it melts the glaciers around the entrances and exits and pours down the outer parts of the shafts.
We collect the water and pump it down to processing stations or reservoirs. Hell we exen fou
oceans and lakes all miles under the surface. Our science guys think they formed by trickling

down from cracks in the Earthés mantl e. 0
ACracks all the way to the surface?bo0
Ken smil ed, ANaw di fferent cracks duaoother t hen
| ayer or crack and so forth wunti/ it found t he
Bi | | grinned at the two, Alf that isndét enou
had lights in all the passageways, domed areas, etc that mimic the sun light solvealtigy It
al so provides |ight for our hydroponic farms.
cycle the |l ights that simulate solar energy at
AWow! Sounds | i ke your <cities are stade of t
t hem. How wi de of an area do they cover?0
Ken grinned, A We | | Evy, we stay away from f a

have passages tunneled through them. As | said our main entrance is under a state that was called
New Mexico. Actually if yu total up all the cities and farming areas, our complex reaches from

New Mexico east to under the old state of Kentucky. From under the Gulf of Mexico to under
South Dakota. o

ifGul f of what 20 Rod asked.

AMexi co Rod, It used arot bef at Her Atel dmotdiyc odc ewn
AOh | seem to remember reading something abo
by his | ack of knowl edge. AThey used to have |
AThat 6s right sir. o Martin replied.

AWhy do you keep ckadpuzzledg me sir ?0 Rod | oo
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Martin cocked his head as i f he too were puz
command officer. o

Evy grinned and snapped a salute to Rod and

Rod frowned at Evyds t esatthembgck upltoadhe kesvdomeérs.wn at
AGuyob6s we dondét have a military anymore, this
using this design since this city was founded.
badé. o

Kensmiledashe nt errupted Rod. ARod, perhaps you wo
them know what 6és going on? They must be worri

nCandét do that Ken, sorry, weobdre too far and
you followme,lcan ead you t o the entrance. 0

Martin jumped into the driverbés seat of the
ALet the ramp down Bill .o Bil!l wal ked to the |

Grav shuddered slightly.

Ken pointed outthe e ar wi ndow and Rod stepped over and

drive your sled up the ramp, secure it and 10l
directions to take and do so from inside. o

Evy peeled off her snowsuit and grinnedateer y on e . Al think 1 dm goin
technology you have guys. Traveling on the 1in:

concept!o

Rod returned from stowing his sled and took off his suit as well. He sat in the front

passengers seatandlt e d at the Gravds dash and gasped ir
these control s. Some of these are | ike the ol
Marti n, ANewer, but they stil]l have ythdat f amil

same. 0
He reached down and punched a few buttons and a small light began to flash. On the gauge

bel ow the | ight a needle swung northeast and |
locator, we had to keep changing theaet&use of raiderso
Rod winked at the driver, AOk Martin, take wus
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Evy walked up behind Rod and put her arms around his neck, laid her cheek against his and
looked out the front windshield.

As the Grav |ifted the nor mal f ekwo hfrd leet of f t
choked slightly.

AOh baby, 1 0m sorry. | €0

AThat 6s ok Evy. o0 He patted her hand and move
arms around Roddés neck. She | aid her head bacl
and si gwhetdni siNos the way to travel !0

All five chuckled, but to Evy and Rod everything that they had seen, been told and now were
experiencing, AWel |l €é6 Thought Rod, Aéthis is
this at once, sbe never tried.

Eventudly Evy and he would learn to accept the drastic changes about to occur in their lives, but
for the present, he sat there as Evy moved around and sat on his lap. There they sat watching the
frozen surface go by and it was doing so faster than either hadreagined.

After several hours the light on the dash flashed quickly and Martin halted the Grav. It

| owered onto the frozen ice as Rod picked up t
Victor, Beta seven. Do you read?o0
ARod you had WAsvwoceiethérped from over the

three times a day since the party you sent from OP2 got here. They gave Zak the sealed message
you sent with them and heds been going nuts e

A HI sis! Sounds |w&tecty otuddraey ,goeh2cthe radi o

The melodic voice replied, AThey coul dndt ke
we figured you took care of Scaréo She chucklI ¢
guessed if you survivedawnbarmedayyoudd be hei

There was a short pause, then, ARod tell me

il om fine sis. O
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AHowds the rest of your party? The man and w

Rod winked at Evy, AWell sis, the woman kil
bombhat killed Scar and the canni bal s, not to r
Al think I ém goin to |Iike this gal a |l ot. o R
il hope so sisé. 0 Rod gave Evy a Ilittle hug.

Rod felt Evy®o6s bddochgrard raisad hdr leead. THere were tearsein her
eyes as she wrapped her arms around him and hugged him tightly.

AnSi s? Send the elevator up. | have a surpris
up the security party as well sis, partloféd s ur pri se. 0

The speakers crackl ed badkém @ho,i nygo uu omenaanr rnyo ri
somedaye®ch you just gave?o0

Rod grinned at everyone and keyed the mike,

We 61 | need securiisgeyg whi lpe owectcomg cGawmp.ro
ADoes It have to do with the much stronger t
al | clear code in your chatter to me, before |
Ken | ooked puzzled so Rod c ueoderamvabouty one i n.
personal things and use certain words, thenitméahs m safe all is ok. o
ASmart Rod, really smart, but what 1 f we dec

before you did the chat thing??o9

Rod | aughed, A T h e n uldihgve beervwapbrizad.d nad ywou lgnd on thig o
spot because thereisfoityi ve pounds of high expl osive Therr
operator would have turned us all into crispy critters with a push of a button at the first sign of
troubl e. o

Thet hree | aughed as Ken shook his head, and s
side. o
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Evy smiled and gave Rod a squeeze, fAMe too. O

Just then there was a loud crack as the elevator broke through the ice. It was round in shape
and ten feet in diamatdt stopped and a wide door slid open. From the opening a dozen well
armed men ran out and covered the door and spread out in all directions.

ATheyodore well trained. A Bi | | sai d, fAThey di

Rod | auglhedt oDos@tre Ken. 0 Rod pointed to the
Men were covering outward, but a few faced toward the Grav, rifles aimed at them.

AThose pulse rifles have a short range, but

sawthe@av, they just made sure they got it covel
Bill | aughed, AAh, | see now, act |ike you d
gl ad youod6re all are on our side.o

All five donned their suits as Rod and Evy marveled atthier e e s superi or sno
opened the door first, then all stepped out o]
webre good. o

The | eader of the covering party wal ked up t
AYep! . .. G afewmen grausdtthe @ravautiewe aan make arrangements to bring
it down with the big |Iift to the north.o

ADon6ét need to do that Rod. o Ken said as he
| eader Gary and smil ed, 0Yiswarnoand watthuthingsdem can ¢
in there. Please just dondét touch anything. A:
harshest of conditions. 0

Gary chuckled, AThanks sir, but my men haven
to do a litte training. Then there is the possibility of Scar or the cannibals seeing it and trying to
board it. o

Rod grinned at Gary, AnGary my friend, there
canni bal army that has beefinT haarto ulnidt.tol eR ol da dnyo dodve
them al l up in one explosion. o
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ADamn! How about introducing me to her? Soun
grinning from ear to ear. AWhy she so damned |
suitpadding bet she has a real ni ceéo

Rod playfully slugged Gary on his arm. AUhhh,

shoul d tell you that woman is the gal I pl an |
Gary grinned sheepishly and finished, népers
They both laughed as Rod @ e d |, i Wel | my friends, the Grav
her e, but moving it down to the city wil!/ Sur ¢
Kends party al|l grinned and nodded as Ken sl

Let 6sseegot hi s city of yours. o

ALater Gary. o0 Rod said as he moved his group
button, then looked into a scanner. The door closed and there was a slight bump as the lift started
to drop.

ANot completelyl wséboatBitkekchpoi oggd at the o

Rod grinned, AWe might have been | ost to you
wit hout some of the amenities. We stil]l have
the modifi madeoosewebhe years. o0 Rod chuckl ed,
all, but we arenod6t exactly a primitive cultur e

Ken smiled and asked, AHow far down are we h

ATwo hundred and seventy three fedandunder th
twenty three feet at the highest pointo

AAnd the supports hel d? Incrediblel!d Ken gas
to be figuring pressure calculations in his head.

AA | ot!d Rod chuckl ed, ABut osistangeithanone | t ed a
would think. At some point in time it was sprayed with an insulator to keep it from melting and
here we are. As you might have noticed by the surrounding pressure ridges, some of the ice does
move over the top tod &¢ftfeectiitwdlsy.i ceTlleome was s
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|l ift as Rod added, AWe should be on the main |
the dome for yourself. o

As if on cue the elevator slowed even more, then stopped. The door slid open.

Rod and his new | ove were homeé. and they had
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Chapter 14.

Evy for the first time became frightened, not from danger, but from the thought of meeting
R o dféiends and extended family. He had never mentioned a sister, much about his parents

ot her than they were dead. She knew Zak was R
menti oned aboard rneal IGr aZgk hg sd awsg Istbe rw.a s

What i f ttHeyediheerd what i fé her mind ran so f
wanted to i mpress Rodds peopl e. Evy had come
cared what Rodoés people thought of her, but s

Evy swallowed hard and sighed softly.

All of a sudden there was Rod, interrupting her thoughts, his hand outstretched, smiling. She
reached out and he held her hand, gently pulling her out of the elevator. She looked at his face,
his eyes, hissmileasi d it all, he was proud to show her
deeply into the eyes of the man she loved. He laid his arm around her shoulders and led her and
the party around to the side of the huge lift structure.

They turned a corner and memet by a large group of people waiting for them. From within
the front row a beautiful redhead stepped to the front, threw her arms around Rod and hugged
him so hard Evy thought he was going to burst. She kissed him on the cheek and turned to look
at Ewy.

AWow Bubba, you found someone that beauti ful
again that doesndét surprise me in the | east. o
unexpected bout of jealousy knowing this girl was not actually hisrsRerhaps she felt
something for Rod other than kinship? Stella was really beautiful and she was so young or so she
appeared.

Rod gave the redhead another quick hug and |
Stella, | call hersis. Shewasart i ng advanced school when Zak
| ooked at Stella and smiled. AThis is the wom:
to marry somedayeéeo Rod gl anced over to Evy ani

Stella walkedbver and hugged Evy who appeared to be a bit embarrassed. As Rod was about
to say somet hing, Evy |l ooked at Stell a and s mi
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woul dndét think of any future pl anosurwidtahd 6tshat |

approval. | woul dndét dream of coming in betwe:¢
Before Evy could finish, Stella spun around
drag her off. Stella | ooked over her shoul der
goingb show your girlfriend around! o Stell a wink
bi ggest c¢crush on Rod. Theredbds only six years

woul d never be anyone but Rod. o0 Sfommdwhattegghed,6 |
| ove is al/l about . o

ADid you marry him?0 Evy found herself start
Al did, but he was killed up there in the ic¢c
AOh Stella, 1 d&dm so sorry, Rod never sai deéeo

Stella squeezed HwhywdHsamhk &wvg .s mRiolded,r ofught +
cremation. You know my hubby admired Rod so much he became the last rescuer that was
trained. After his death, Rod refused to train any more, | guess he felt guilty for training him and

he was with Rod when he de d . Rod got shot up really bad by
paused, Aémy husbanddés body. Evy thatdés the ki
retrieving my husbandds corpse, because Rod ki
flhada body and a funeral .o

Evy felt herself for the first time in a while swell with pride for the man she loved. What
Stella told her was pretty much what she figured Rod was all about. There was no question in her
mind, Rod was the same for everyone. Sduggbt herself beaming with pride.

Stella stopped and started at Evy and wondered why she had stopped walking. Evy snapped
out of her day dreaming. She looked over at the people a few yards away and realized they
hadndét gotten viengtheywaedoingi t h all the t al
Then she noticed the women in the welcoming party, how nicely they were dressed. They were
wearing dresses and skirts. Dressed like people back in Delta. Evy pulled off her snow suit
because she was getting warm and now dressed in heweblder and pants, she felt conscious
of her appearance.

190



Worlds of Survival.

nGeezzz, Stell a, I forgot what dresses | ooke
died. o She chuckl ed, il feel ashamed now | 6m |

Evy looked Steh up and down. She was of medium build, yet near the same size Evy was
body wise. Her bust was a bit | arger than Evy:«
cut dress that clung to every part of her ever so gently.

AnStell a? | 6mhgoe ngot ot bavlke mMe some girly thi
over once again, fAéand show me where to get t|
amiss in the feminine department | ately. o

AYou dondt wear dresses?0 Stred |sac art ofpwyeds | forn
AWith a body | ike that?d6 She winked at Evy an:¢
few of her top sweater buttons undone, Stella could see Evy needed help.

Evy | aughed, Al 6ve been yearae Wheawerneff!|l wi t h ol
didndét exactly have space for my personal bel
| abs, we were al/l business. 0

Stella hugged Evy warmly and whispered in he
drooling over you. Anyway, & 0 | | have to get you some pretty

ADrooling?0 Evy | aughed al oud, AChrist Stel,
never even tried to take a peak down my tops |

Stella chuckled, APoor girl .o
Evwlaughed agai n, AThat 6s exactly what Rod sai

They both | aughed as Stella asked, AWhere ar

Evy | ooked sadly at Stella, AWhen | sai d we
Stella. | 6m afrafiadr Indhwmvel mtohevaydt o pay
AHMMMMéoOo Stella | ooked over to Rod, then bac

have Rod and Rod has money coming out his fazool. He rarely comes into the city and stays at
that damned barracks. o0 Sfehia goneyédZakWaéllp:
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i Out his what! ?0

A

Stella | aughed, Al 6l 1l tell ya | ater sweetie.
money. o0

fOh no Stell a, | coul dnoét do t hat éo

Stella grinned and shouted to Rod who had only been halflistenin i Hey bi g Bubba
use your <credits to buy |l ots of Evy stuff 2?0

Rod only heard part of the chat the girls were doing, but nodded yes to the last part. He
looked at the girls and smiled as he waved bye to them.

Evy looked at Stella, then to the floédr,Ye ah it was tough | iving in
bad as when we | eft and were takené. o

AAHEM! 06 Rod cleared his throat and made a | i
of trying to protect her from letting others know of her past with S&aeast for the present,
she would follow Rodb6s wishes, but Stell a was
thought, my best friend. She decided at some point in time she would tell Stella of her past and
hope for the best.

Evy blew Rod akiss,thn t ur ned and smiled at Stell a, M
tell you al/l about my past |ife. o
Stella grinned at Rod, then Evy as she | atch

direction of the shopping areas of the city.

Evy looked bak to Rod and shrugged. Then in a wink of the eye, they vanished through the
remainder of the crowd that was gathering.

Stella liked Evy as Rod figured she would and now Rod could breathe a little easier. He
watched as the group parted briefly, they walked out of sight holding hands, chatting, laughing.
It was a whole new Evy he was witnessing and he loved her even maéngrigrto fit into his
world and her new home.
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The girls walked along the busy streets of the city as Evy kept stopping and looking at all the
people. If not at people, then into the store windows.

AMy God Stella, even Detltftfa. @ity didndt have

AEvy we make most things here, the rest come
sun | amps so we can grow thingsé. .o
Evy came to stop so suddenly, she al most pul

her eyes widened.t i®He M¥r 6&0Dd . be Sateil ful . 0

AThe sexy undies?0 Stella grinned, Al wear t
Never know when | mi ght meet that certain some

AOhhh, youbére bad Stella. o

Stella snickered back, nTdnawtbespaimohhestdeatmpgas| at e
eased, I 6m not ruling out meeting someone new.

Evy gl anced over to new best friend, nConsi d
the | ast few mont hséoEvy | aeltedsaadevery égightovhenf un w:
we stopped and hoping theydd dry before morni |

AMy God Evy, what did you do i f they didnét.

Evy | aughed aloud, fAWhy Stelé. 1l 06d freeze my

Stella punched Evy onnehdidnimt HABoy | fell f
Evy smil ed, AnSort of Stel, but i1t really was
t wo | have arenét in the best shape. o

Stella pulled Evy toward the door. AWell webod
AStel, can Red aafoftchred tp@ai geto

Stella came to a skidding stop, turned and |
done with you, Rod wi Il never recognize youéo

to keep his hands off of you. o
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AHe has thadé much money?
AHoney with what you have to work with, it w
i mpi sh tone, fANot that he | acks in the credit:

Evy was staring at some other sexy clothes t
outfromhe door way and grabbed Evyoés arm and pul | «

Stella gave another i mpish | augh. APoor Rod.
AHuh?o

Again the impish laugh and Stella pulled Evy past the dress department and toward the racks
of lingerie.

194



Worlds of Survival.

Chapter 15.

The next few days were hectic as Zak and the
were made and it was Rod that was elected to be the first to go with Ken and his men back to see
whatelevenmilesnder the Earthés surface was | i ke. RO
would accept living that deep, then plans would have to be made for them to move. Then there
was the fact that it was better than what they had here in the city, so he figuraddhker®e
plenty going to the new lands. Their city had many things and plenty of food and manufacturing,
but room to move around in was | imited. Kenos
Once those that wanted to move did so, then there would i@ o more room in the city.

Days flew, plans were made and the bone weary Rod saw only committee after committee,
meeting after meeting. He slept when he had the chance and saw Evy the few times she managed
to find him. She and Stella brought Rod and #add or they would have starved with so little
time for themselves. So tired was Rod, he rar
woman she once was, so long ago. Even wearing dresses and her raven locks cascading down
over her shoulders, Rod birenoticed. One time she brought him food he kept nodding off
while chewing. After prodding him to finish, she laid him down on a bench and covered him
with an old blanket. Stella had brought the blanket earlier for her father as Zak spent long hours
thereas well. Neither of the girls faulted the guys for the lack of family time and worried
constantly about their health.

Finally all the meetings had been held, all the people that needed to be talked with, were.
Pl ans were made f orndworld and Rod was un&enouslg eleateddoe r gr o u
head the party of three.

After a little over a week of planning and meetings, Rod got to say-lgpoa Evy for all of

five minutes standing on the elevatordés | oadi |
days and | 6ve seen you al/l of ten times and ni
think 1 fell asleep on you. Honey, |l 6m so sor |

Evy kissed him gently and with that wonder fu
must, then hurry back tme . I 61 1 mi ss you every day and you
when you return.o Evy pulled Rod around a cor |
kissed him deeply. She gently slid his hand down to her rear and pressed herself ifiteehim.
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qui ckly stepping back, she grinned teasingly.
return, so come back to me quickly.o

Evy grasped Rodés hand and pulled him back t
lift. As they approached therowd, Zak walked up to the pair and smiled.

Zak patted Rod on the back and assured him he and Stella would make sure Evy was looked
after and she would stay with them. Stella joked about having a new big sister to stay with her,
that her room was more théig enough for two. Rod was ushered into the elevator by the
del egation of the men chosen to go to the new
surface he went. Evy could do little but wave and sigh.

Stella comforted Evy as both knew any trigghie frozen earth above could be ones last and
now Rod was leaving to a place none of them knew about. The journey would be long and
dangerous and the girls just looked blankly at each other afraid to show how much they were

worrying. They turned and walkedut of the | iftds buil ding as t
they knew it was at the top. Evy turned and (!
| ove. 0 Stella put her arm around Evy and t hey

On the Grav, spirits werelat higher as the group of travelers entered the door andheok
places.
Rod who was sitting in the front passengers s
Martin, what the Hell happened? | arrived, | had a week and three days of mditiagseep
and sporadic food. | found a woman | could love and was lucky if I got to hold her hand during
meals. | get volunteered to go, thousands of miles to check out a possible new home. | saw
myself in the mirror as | sat down here and asked myselivh at t he Hel | happene

Martin was laughing so hard he could barely keep his attention on starting the Grav. He did

|l ook up enough to reply to Roddés | amenti ng, A |
bestawhat you do. Trust me. 0

Heglanceback t o Ken and Bil l and grinned, ALast r
up to the surface just to feel the fresh air.
webve had Iittle sleep, now t hodoulhsieayingdri ve ba

because we were volunteered so fast he didnot
do what we must to assure mankindds survi val
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AThat we do Martin. At | east | bumtadoesnoa f ew ne
make up for the fact | 6ve been sl eeping on the:
instead of in bed with my girl .o

Ken | eaned forward and smil ed, ANo offense t
of his pretty wifeonthel ash of t he Gr av, Anel was kind of tt

The guards left the Grav they had been guarding since it was brought back up to the surface
and returned to the base. Rod and two others from the city got buckled into their assigned seats
and the Grav lifted in a blast of flying snow as the hiddeneras from below watched.

The guys laughed and joked, then slowly the reality of a long trip sunk in as they settled
down and watched the frozen terrain speed by. The Grav slipped a bit tagtioeut fifty feet
over the ice and Martin pushed the throttle forward.

nGeezzz OO6 Pet e, Martin how fast are we goin
there you know and fi fty f eetitingapnghttandasthehi gh a:
edge of his seat straining his seat belts just to see down below the nose of the Grav.

Martin grinned, AAbout three hundred and fif
pick up anything witédrnewuvdrvearmodred itthatt hdn ciat

wi || flash. Then | take over from the auto pil
AAhh, that makes me feel better. Sorry, | 6ve
Rod looked back at the two men that came with him and theyjusrsitting on the bench seats

along the side of the Gravds walls. Both were

Rod turned and looked forward again and watched the sharp shards of ice flashing below. He
smiled nervously at Martin, leanddck into his seat and snugged his seat belt a bit and closed
his eyes as well.

Martin looked back at Ken in the mirror and winked as Ken smiled back. They remembered
their first times at these speeds and the fact that they had to trust a computerthe kesafe.
Martin slowly shook his head and gave anot her
thing they donét know our first time in a Gra\
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Roddos eyes popped open as Martitn |foNookte df uonvneyr
Martin. o

AWasnodét kidding Rod. This is a much newer ve
trial run and this Grav goes twice as fast as the older ones. To be truthful after several mishaps,
they finally got teéregrbiumgrse d,uttéheve dddeadk, of Wel I
and we didndét have many problems on our way he

AMIi shaps? You said mishaps?0 Rodbés eyes open
Martin shrugged and grinned, ATrust me you d

Rod closed hiseyesoncem@sey nk back i nto his seat and mut

The journey took four days and was closer than Rod had thought. They arrived at a much
closer entrance somewhere in what usdoketthe state of Kansas.
Soon the Grav and all of its passengers were iliftrend dropping quicker than Rod liked as it
felt his stomach was now in his throat. It seemed like they dropped forever, but as Rod almost
asked OHow |l ongd6 the | ift began to slow. Then
what appeared te a vast garage and storage area.

fiWel come to Kansas! o Ken excl ai med.
fKansas? Like in the old state?0

Ken grinned, AYup! You see as we expanded ou
of city complexesd f or t heehastaiduecitiestbhdlybenaathr e b u i
and there are many connecting tunnels that not only connect the cities, but connetdéghe sta
together. o

Ken could see Rod was i mpressed. ACities are |
or under onanother, but most are all on the same level. Last | heard there were nine hundred
and something cities under sixteen states. o |

most of the farms and mining communities, but not all. Damned thingspspfat we canodt
keep track of the new, so we say around nine hundred. We have quite a civilization going down
here and web6re thriving and growing all the ti
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Rod and his two friends were stunned at the numbers. The guys had heard some of the
numbers beforérom Ken and Bill, yet, hearing them all together just staggered the imagination.

Ken motioned for the party to follow as he s
out of this.o0o He opened a big douthadtolbleoor and
seventy feet off the ground. Rodbés jaw droppec¢

There before them was a vast domed cavern. There was sunlight! Rod remembered the sun
l i ke | amps Ken had mentioned and figured they
were so much briger and placed so high up, they actually would have fooled him into thinking
he was in the sun, outside.

AMy God Ken, that has to be over two hundred
jumping around as he watched the traffic and people beloabgot their daily business.

ACl oser to three hundred Rod. Al this rock
steel. As you see we cut houses in rock as well as build regular buildings the way our ancestors
did above gr oun daquickout sheedah astheyapptoachpad ariother door.

AMy God! o Rod stopped in his tracks as he 1| o0

God Ken! |1 s that grass?o

ASure is Rod. We make dirt as well down here
suface, it has so mantrients in it.

Everything down here is just I|ike it used to

bit stuffier down here and the only breezes Yy«
outlets. You see we kia to keep our cities fairly small, it lessens the chance of a dome

coll apse. 0 He | aughed, #l {insimthreetcenmmes dnd thosed ve h a
were early on in our building. o

One of the guys with Rod chuckl ed, AThat 6s g

Ken chuckled again as he opened the next set of doors. They walked into another large room
and stood on a beautifully tiled floor. In front of them there were two rails attached to the walls
of a rounded tunnel.
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Rod and his companions walked into the statiith their mouths open and eyes staring.
ADaammmméo They wal ked across the tiled floor
On either side of the platform was a large round, dark tunnel.

Rod moved forward a bit and tried to look down the tun¥ettin grabbed Rod and pulled
him back as a huge rush of air blasted out of the tunnel followed by a round shaped train at least
five cars long. Before Rod could regain his balance the train was gone.

Rod looked down the tunnel the train had vanished, olen to the one the train had
appeared from. AChrist all mighty! What the h¢

Martin smiled at the somewhat <colorless Rod©®6
and pulled him back awdyom the tunnels.
AUh,d?Rovou mi ght want to stay behind that big

Ken grinned at Martin and Bill as he pointed
train runs on those rails inside the tunnels, but when it comes the tfnnels and travels in
open areas, it runs on one | arge rai/l under t|

surface and at our level in the stations.

Rod smiled weakly thinking of how fast the t
lookedd t he group, AAhh, just how fast?0

AEXxXpress trains average about nine hundred m
of the tunnel s. 0

AChrist!o Rod felt his knees wobble slightly

A

ARel ax my friend, weol/| be bpstomakgalondgtlee s | ower
way and there are people that want to meet yol
take the express trains. Besides theraxaymentuncompensators when starting and stopping,

youol I never feel the speed. 0

Rodo6s tasmegsli.onmSd ower is good. Not feeling the
AYeah that damned jumper train only does aro
Rod cussed under his breat h, AKnew I spoke t
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The train they needed to catch pulled into the statmhthey boarded. It started so smoothly
Rod and his friends barely felt it move. After
thing going to start with the speed your were

Ken laughed and pointed to a large red LED sign at the &bthe car. Rod and the others
| ooked over at it and read aistayedsteadybt®60bé. 58 3¢.

AWow! Never felt it one bit, these things are
Phil, one of Rodo6s friends from infpaongonty gr i
the ice huh?0 They all | aughed, then without

stopped. That is theirs did.

Ken patted Rod on the ar m. Altds nor mal guys
Ken was pointing to the windowshe train had come out the tunnel and was now speeding
along about one hundred feet over the ground. Building and other structures raced by. Rod
looked at the speed indicator in the passenger car and smiled as it had dropped to only 405. Then
another slighbump and blackness again as they entered another tunnel and the speed jumped to
605 once more.

Rod leaned back and closed his eyes. So much was happening and all he could think about
was Evy. He sat there day dreaming until there was a slight hissing andrihe train began to
slow.

AWebre here. o0 Ken sounded proudly, AEIl even h
Grav. o
Phi l beat Rod to the draw, AHoly shit Ken, i

told them the actual travel time.
AWow so quick?0

The three new comers just | ooked at each oth
werendt making stops?0

Ken grinned and sl apped Rod on the back as t
sai d it wasnoét an ebkegalstbesitar & theaenpsess tryires gpeddfSp e e |
we took this one instead. I tdés a sl ower expre:
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chance to see what riding these is all about. Then this train slows down a while before it stops,
kindd a quick sightseeing tour. Wedbdbve gone to o
time to show you around a bit.

AThanks Ken. You were right, sometimes itods
environment . o0

Martin beamed a wide smile and pointedtod bdii ng a short ways away.

real fresh food for a change. 0

Rod | ooked where Martin was pointing and saw
dr opped. Al read about these and the city had
limted, we all had to go to the various fl avor ec
Phi l grabbed Roddés arm and started pulling h
stopped nearly causing Phil to fall.

AHey we donét have any money, remember?0

Ken came up alongsideandsendl , fiYoudére guests of the gover

All three of the men looked at each other, then at their hosts, then grinned from ear to ear.

A mad dash for the restaurant ensued and the real food within.
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Chapter 16.

A week passed as the three new comers were shuttled from city to city. They were shown
vari ed | oc atsipepplescould beerelosateR. d leyspoke to local officials that
assured them there was plenty of room and even showed them some of the work that was
available.

They stopped their tour alongside a vast ocean and as they walked along the sandy beach

withwaves | apping at their feet Rod coul dnét hel p
this place.
AWe brought i n many species of fish from the

ago Rod. o6 Ken had broken Rodo6s dtleyedsersaimi ng. i
content. They brought in all kinds of things. Fish, various mussels, clams, star fish, hell even
stuff called seaweed. Problem with that was that damned Gulfweed started growing too fast and

not enough sea | i f bentheyreadssbome ioltl texdabdtdieit cdn deuugeld o d , A -
eat, to make flour and stuff I|ike that. Now Wwe
Bi |l I chuckl ed, AActually it doesndt make bad

The small group spent a few hours in that area, thek toathe train station they went and
of f to another area. Rodds spirits soared as |
and that meant they were getting closer to the location where they entered into this wondrous
world and that meant closey home. But for now the tour continued and Rod had several
locations and information to tell his people back home about.

There were cities that had manmade lakes, cities with rivers flowing through them. There
were cities with buildings hundreds of feetthe air. Clies were cut into the rockd work
enough for all. Too long had Rod seen the people of his city with boredom in their faces. Now he
saw machines that bored into the rock, great hydroponic farms. Orchards that grew in domed
areas under hugartificial sun light, huge plants that manufactured things. There were small
parks with various trees and orchards with trees that bore many kinds of fruit. Most of all, there
was free movement between the diff dmdent pl ace:
commerce and everything one could imagine, this was truly a paradise.
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AKen?0 Rod mused upon seeing the orchards, A
taste something that he called an appl e, I bel
Ken pointed to the left sidedfite t r ansport they were on, ndAlIll
can see over there where the dome vani shes bel

to stop and get one?o0

Rod smiled as he knew he spoke f dmetdelate ot her
that fruit stuff | ater. We just want to get t|

It was true, wondrous things they saw, yet a
flit through in the middle of 6dalblkst hde&d alr on
outstretched, beckoning to him. He missed her so much!

After several weeks, Rod and his friends had finished all the meetings and were brought into
a small conference room. Ken introduced Rod to a woman by the name of Loni who appeared
on a large television monitor. Loni was the head of one of many exploration and mining teams
boring deep under the old state of Ohio. They chatted over a video comm link that was over

seven hundred tunnel mi |l es away from where t he
Loni smiled warmly at Rod and the other two
o your home and tell the ot

[

|l i ke to get back t
I

t hose that woul d ke to move. O

AThat 6s an wunder st agiernie nbta cLko ntih e rle haanvde lad nm emy

much | ately. My companions both have families
AWell then | have some great news. Based on
visited you. It would seemthelastx haust vent and emergency | i ft
Loni paused, then a wide grin broke out, Aéit
that | ocation. Wed6re about to finish it up in
AGPS?0 Phil asked.

Loni chuckl ed,ateWd i 4teisl lIwor&kvenrg over head. 0 ¢
AGuess you should tell the guys about GPS Ken.
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Ken nodded and Loni finished, AAny way guys,
finished even closer. No promises, but there is ashiance as we have a lot of things going in
t hat area since Ken found your city.o

Rod and his two pals grinned and patted each other on the backs as if a great victory had
been won. Loni grinned watching their happiness.

fiKen told me just before you were brought to thisgid mm t hat heds made ar
you to arrive here later today, towards evening. We just completed an express tube to this sector
yesterday. 1061l 1 have mor e neilenyouhbllehave gswilt get h
trip.o

Loni leaned toward the camera and the-sodnm went blank.

Rodds group just all stood there | ooking at
stepped forward and slapped Rod on the back.

AWel |l whatyauhealhlelslt aardei ng around for? Thoug!
for your trip.o Ken started to say something ¢
sprinted toward their temporary quarters to pack.

Ken just shook his head and smiled. The meesoof his returning, his wife running to him
with waiting arms, holding his son again. He knew how their home coming would be. The
stories, then meetings, that he didndot envy t|
of their | oved onesé

AHéYy We going or what?0

Ken snapped out of his daydream and turned to see Rod and the other two standing there
with their backpacks. All three dragged along the large canvas bags full of items they had been
given over the last few weeks.

Ken laughed at the tee and led them to the nearest shuttle tube. He held out his hand and
shook each mandés hand thanking each one for c
first group Rod. Il 6m really gl ad we g@ot a chat
things arranged. 0o
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AThank us Ken? Youbve given us, our peopl e a
thank you my friend. o6 Rod felt himself gettin
need rescuers, but to see my people prosperamca i n é . 0

ADondt be silly Rod, the area consul me mber s
intends to open a new exploratory division in this area. There are still many of the cities not
accounted for. Your city has survived and thrived, perhaps sbthe others have. With the

information your friend Zak provided, webdre g:¢
that were reportedtoe s out h of here. o

Ken smiled at Rod, AWIith your experdnee i n t o}
di vi sion up. I f you want you can explore as we

Rod grinned at Ken, Al mi ght accept that Ken
but right now Evy is the only thing on my min:

They walked the short distance to thati®n. As the group stood on the loading platform
Ken looked kind of sad. They all did! Each knew this adventure was nearing its end and it was
time to leave their new friends. Yet a new future beckoned and spirits soared. Sadness about
leaving friends ath excitement about going home, Rod and his friends had mixed emotions about
leaving. Glad to be leaving, yet knew they would miss their new friends while they were gone.

nWel | if any of you get to this arelaare be sur
assigned to this area, maybe you will take wus
incoming shuttle drowned his words and he just smiled warmly. The train silently came to a stop
and the doors opened. The trio got in and sat. They akdvas the doors closed and the shuttle
vanished down the dark tube.

Rod | ooked at his pal s, AYou know I 6m going
pretty much changed our entire world for the |

Phil grinned back at Rod and nudged him withehis b 0 w, AnYeah, but | 061l f
him as much as you have Evy. o0

The third guy in Rodbés party that was sittin
Dondét know about you Phil, but hearing aiOh I |
bit old.o As he finished he had to duck fl yi nq
Time was passing quickly now and the small group found themselves on the verge of giddiness.
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Rod and his friends di dntihtem nearertb theihdestinbtars t er s
each second. One transfer to another shuttle heading to the new areas north and the next thing
they knew the shuttle slad, then stopped.
The door slid open and there before them was a really nice looking woman irdhfertres.
Her short blonde hair still settling down from the shuttles arriving blast. She ran her fingers
through it and smiled at the three.

She was beautiful, or so they guessed, as she was still covered from head to toe in dirty
coveralls. Dirt was sodged on her face and she dusted off her hands as she extended one to
shake each of the guys hands in greetings.

ABy the | oad you three are carrying, | 6d gue
and grinned, AANnd | 61 le emetheyaau nrge atbhoeu t R @dd Lvoend
shake Rodoés hand.

AHearing about Loni 2?0 Rod was puzzled.

AThe famous rescuer that set off the bl ast t
canni bals that kept us frodhexplaagihreg 6 t lidded or |
tremor the blast caused way down here. We wer ¢

A Oh, I was there but it was my girl friend th
from afar and watched. 0

Loni chuckl edetit\iaS alittle imaveveoniplicateld thdén that Rod. No matter,
though, youdre all here now and I 6l show you
food and a good nightdés rest. Tomorrow wedol |

She led them to a tram f sorts as she dusted herself of f .
here after our shift. |l 6ve been checking the |

(@)}

AThat 6s fine Loni .o Phil bl urted ogeta f#Altoés

littl e dirty. o

Loni | aughed, AA little dirty?0 She sl apped
laughter followed by a few coughs as dust was inhaled.

AThat my new friends is dust from under your
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AYoubre under Micuhi gan?0 Rod blurted o
AQuite a ways. But before you get your hopes
Rod smiled, fAwell ya candét bl ame guys for ho

open electric vehicle and drove through the newly bored tuanel€shambers as Loni rattled off
a quick tour. Eventually they arrived at a large cavern that was the center of operations. The tram
as Loni called it stopped and a man walked up.

AThis is Jack, hedol |l be putti nthemessehalldof you u
breakfast in the morning. One of Rodoés pal s gc¢
residence called a 6Slugbé that was a short di:
headed off toward another group of Slugs atolewed his host.

At the far side of the cavern, Loni and Rod st
Slug. || have an extra room..0 She | aughed, Aéi

Rod was a bit leery about rooming with a woman, esgfigc pretty one at that. He stepped
through the door and was shocked at how cramped it was. It had a small sitting and eating area.
There was another open room with a bench that had been folded out to make a bed next to a
small hallway.

AHer eds Owhlersel eyeopu, t he bathroom is in there..
to Rodbébs sl eeping bench. AMy bed room is on t|
Rod and added, AYeah, ainét much to | ook at b

Al raepcpi ate your hospitality Loni. o Rod | ookect

door, which Loni closed as her face reddened.
AAs you can see | dondét have much time to st
Rod grinned and noglded,Ldni .kihow how t hat

Loni gl anced at her watch, fAWow itbés | ate. W
know this seems small, but this is one of the
Rod as we move them just about every day as we movermg wi t h our wor k. 0 Lo«
few womandés articles of c¢clothing and hid them
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AnEat ? Heh, we ate on the shuttl e, but thanks
di dndét get much | ast night, kept thinking abol

AYoufre widm guessing?o

Rod smiled warmly thinking of Evy, fANot yet
and asked, ASay Loni, isnodét Loni a guyodés name’

Loni grinned, AGuess that would depend on wh
Grandmot hearsdb sLonnameand soé. O

AYoudbre Loni in her memory?0o

Loni | aughed, M@ANope! My dad wanted a son so
out and got Grandmadés name. 0

Rod | aughed, AThen you were named after her?

=)}

I guess i f you | ookedastnamedhatt eeayh®odo vy
AThen why the doldrums over the name?0o0

Loni hesitated, then grinned, fBecause Rod,
grandmother. Ever since | was old enough to come to watch my dad, that bastard started calling
meGrandma Lon . 0
Rod got an i mpish I ook on his face, but befor ¢
think for one minute of calling me Grandma Lol

Rod thought the wiser move would be to just say goodnightesiid.

Loni wi shed Rod a good nightoés sl eep and t ol
was going to hit the sack as well as she had to be up early to get her crews started on the new
tunnel that was already bored well under his state of igarhi

AWhen you use the shower, just make sure you
through the bathroom to get to my room. 0 She

AOk will do. o
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Loni turned at t he do o earlyamtite marcird & dee afieériig/ 6 | | h a
crew. 0 She grinned, AHel I if 1'd6m not there to
morningéo She | aughed and c¢cl osed the door on t

Rod showered and crawled into the covers. Surgfligithe bench was really comfortable
and the next thing he knew he peeked through his lids and looked at the clock on the wall.

Nn4: 30?70 Rodos eyes sl owly opened and he craw
his briefs, he stumbled into the battono for another colder shower to wake up. He peeled off
his briefs and turned in the tiny room to get into the shower.

As Rod turned and reached for the shower knob, the door slid open and there stood Loni
completely naked Rod jerked completely upright. iLfooze they stood there trying to think of
something to say, but it was Loni that recovered first.

Her eyes scanned Roddés | ean muscul ar body, s
commi tted to your girlfriend amvwathanyowe, géte d? | t 0
| onely down here. o

Rod was awed that this beautiful woman befor
taken a somewhat seductive stance. She raised her arm and slid her handalgngaite side
of the door and laid her head on her arm. She then turned slightly and laid her back against the

door j am. Her other hand slowly moved up al on:
body teasingly.

ADown here we matkueattihoen bwehsetn owe acasn. 0 Loni S |
had anyone on my crew that | ooked that goodéo
AAhhh, Loni €0 Rod tried to | ook away, but coc
body, Aévery committed, | 6mos drer \h atdo gsad yh.e rle dmq
composure and smiled back, AToo committed t oé:«
really one great | ooking woman and have a ni c:¢

Loni leaned forward and kissed Rod on the chded turned to leave the tiny bathroom.
She looked over her shoulder, then slowly turned making sure Rod knew what he was missing.
Loni gl anced up and down Roddéds body one | ast t
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ALucky gqgirl, y akad dowmw agaimraamd giggles hseshelslowly closed the door.
Loni added with a wink, AA really |l ucky woman!
Rod | ooked down, and saw what Loni had notic

hi mself even though he was wméwi alsomevn. ODdMmeN s @&

From behind the door he heard a another giggle.

Loni fixed a quick breakfast for her guest and never mentioned the incident earlier in the
bathroom. She knew Rod was true to his woman and she would not interfere with truniove.
man that loved his woman that much, got her respect. They chatted and she told Rod things
about tunnels they made and boring equipment, things he had asked about and then some. Before
long Rod had a pretty good idea on tunnel building and future fdamenstruction.

Al hope you have all the info you need Rod,
shayl d give you an idea. o

She pulled her hair into a short ponytail and
mess hallandkickmguys i n the ass. Your guys are most

dirty set of coveralls over her tank top and jeans. She zipped them up as Rod snickered aloud.
AAnd what the Hell is so funny Rod?0
Al was just thinking ladbnike.You and Evy are s
AOh? We are?o

AYeah, youdre both beautiful women with grea
one has a clue what 6s beneath. o

Loni started out the door then gl anced back
t hat knowseawhhattbhsi sbesui t . o

iOh?0

=]

Damned i f you havenét forgotten alreadyé. T
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Rod turned a bright red and muttered, fAOhéye
what a fine beneath you have. o

Now it was Loni 6és turn to bl ush.
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Chapter 17.

All three met in the mess and the two others ate a hasty breakfast, while Rod just sipped that
wonderful cup of coffee.

AYou know, 06 Rod chuckl ed, Al 6m sure-gonna mi
cof flo

The group laughed as he gulped down the last bit of coffee. No sooner had they swallowed
the last bite, Loni got up and went to the mess door and hurried them out. They jumped into the
tram and off they sped.

Rod looked confused as they passed the structurehad shown them the night before.

AAh, Loni ? Wasnét that the | ift you said we w
AEven better news guys. 0O Loni shouted over t
crew not only have finished their push into your state, but aeyre open the latest vent. The

vent 6s | ift we just completed | ast night and
internally, but it i s operational three weeks
AThat 6s goodéod Rod asked, A..isndt it?20

AAct ualdblsy great news for you big guy. o Loni g
from your citybés | ocation. Granted itbds only |
Gravs are smaller than some of oor stuff, so \
The three all started smiling, then Chris wh

his face. ABi g guy?0 He | ooked at Rod, then L«

Loni smiled and gl anced back at Chri s. ALong
head. o

R o d éewds faughed and Rod blushed, then sighed. Best to leave it there lest his little
encounter get back to Evy. Nothing happened, nor did he even consider anything, yet he had
seen the jeal ousy on Evyobs f ace Dbterheatiorethes he | e :
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embarrassing encounter, that might face certain wrath. Rod smiled warmly at just the thought of
seeing his love once again.

Loni drove her tram up and onto the huge center rail the soon to be train would travel upon.
AOk guys htdmdiropped!dawn iith a&large groove so deep the sides were as high as
the trambés seats.

Before they could ask why, the tram was moving well over one fifty. Loni looked over to
Rod and grinned, fAWedll have yolastwhlllRode i n no t
These trams are so small they fit right into

After several hours the tram slowed.

inSee Rod, webdre al most there. Everything i s
| aughed, mdvidgoaraedquiprhemtrand keeps us from having two vehicles going in
di fferent directions meeting head on. o

Phi l | eaned over the seat and stuck his head
grinned, fAiNow you said closeé. How cl ose?0

The tram clunked a few times, then the side rails vanished and Loni rolled out onto the
pl atform and toward the vent structure as Phil

Before Rod knew it, they pulled up and stopped next to a huge square structure carved out of
masi ve granite. The maintenance | iftds door op
massive lift sat two small Gravs. They were smaller than the ones they had arrived on.

Loni stopped and turned to face nhhwshedhree. S
them safe travels. She turned and | ooked at R
Rod and kissed him on the cheek, then whisper e
farther. o

Rod started blushing. He gently kissedhion the cheek and turned to enter the lift. Loni
stepped back, wavedgotsddy and wi nked at Rod. AYou and your
Guy! o

The lift door closed and the bump they felt meant they were on the way to the surface. The
partieswalkedover o t he Gr avs and theoahpte theffirsoonep wal ked u
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They entered and were ushered to some seats in the front. Rod was asked to sit next to the driver
so he did. Through the windows they could see the other Grav being boarded by three more
people. Rod knew they would be on their way soon as the lift got to the top. All three were

smiling in anticipation of getting on with their trip home.

Soon the overcast light Rod was so familiar with could be seen and with a jerk the lift
stopped. With a rax of the generators the Grav lifted up and onward in the direction Rod had
ent er ed duilamces@tem.v 6 s

Home was near and spirits soared.

Back in the city Evy paced the fl oor. At tim
tears. All kindsof scenarios raced through her head and none of them were good. She sat down
at the tabl e, but just couldndt bring herself

AZak, Rod and the others should have been ba
Zak reached over the small table and gently datteher hand. fAHeol | be fi

Stella smiled and added, ABi g Bubba can take
now. O

Evy noticed the concern in both their faces as they tried so hard to convince themselves all
was ok. It was true, the couplewéeks had turned to almost a month and everyone was worried.

AWell they did say a week travel time Evy. o0
be a lot to see and learn if some of this city is going to relocate. Plans to be made, you know all
thatlong boring stuff. Making travel arrangements for up to ninety thousand people can take a

little while, you know. Then there is another

Evy stood and tried to smile, but failed mis
Zakgentlygraspd Evyods arm as she passed. AEvy donod
idea where to | ook. o

215



Worlds of Survival.

Evy held Zakébés hand warmly and managed to s
hand from her ar m. nRnZak, you afimeveSforgeiybua have |
r

ki ndness, but [ have to find Rod. I have to Kk
Stella arose and moved to Evyds side. Al 6m n
fell ow said it was over one thousand miles to
Evylookedat Stell a with tears starting to form i

Suppose that Grav of theirs wrecked or ran out of whatever powered it. What if they were
attacked, whateé. o

Now it was Zak and Stell ads hewarshattimes, duto ok wor
now that Evy had brought it to the surface. Evy turned to go get her stuff from the room she had
been sharing with Stella.

Stella grasped her arm. Al &m going with you
for theirsnowsuitsi Rod has taught me a | ot about survi vi
Zak stood and grabbed his daughterds arm. fl

staying hereé Both of youl!o

Evy just kept going and spoke over htr shoul
Stel, you stay! | can move faster alone. o Evy
on the new heated snowsuit Zak had giter a week before.

She quickly moved through the living quarters she had begun to think of as home as Stella tried
her best to stall Evy, but again her attempt was futile. Evy kissed Stella on the cheek and out the
doorshe hurried.

Evy never noticed Zak waswhere to be seen.

Down the streets she sped almost in a sprint, to the main lift a few blocks away. Her gea
was just too heavy which forced her so slow to a walk. Evy was frustrated to tears as she
furiously wiped her eyes so she could see where she was going, which slowed her even more.
She was forced to stop a few times as her eyes became too tearfuBweyseery her head into
the side of a building, then would furiously
direction of the cityds main | ift.
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Slowly but surely Evy made her way the last long block to the closed entrance of the lift
complex. She pssed the button to open the garage and the lumbering door rumbled open to
reveal a group of men and women standing acr o:¢
walked across the garage as she recognized Zak and a few others.

ARZak, thereds nyoouway igoiHhg to stop me, no m:
brought. 06 Evy was furious and | et everyone kn:¢
AStop you? Hell Evy these people are here to

worried. These are people that were once rescuersface guards until Scar drove most of us
under ice. Rod had the courage to keep on doingwhatwé wer e afraid to do.

Zak | ooked at Evy and grinned, fAGuess itodos ab
We 6| | | eave onceo tsheet cwpe wo uwe ssleendts ucpomes back
Stella came up from behind stild]l panting fro
night and day Evy | istening for you as soon a:
Evy turned, fAFixed?0

ATlkeg orm | ast week toppled the tower for the
be rewired. 1t0dl]l be down for any communi cati
Evy grinned, fiDondét worry about it Stel, by

range!o

The group chuckled and Evy started wal king t
the dozen or so, she smiled and thanked each one for volunteering. They all turned and walked to
foll ow her to the |ift. Hse,\she pustse t again, andiher pauSep e n 6
then the lift door started to move and she sighed a big sigh of relief.

She turned to the group and chuckl ed, AThat o
getting stuck hal f wa yoppedtakinghsythe todkaftom theogoolpd € . . 0
changed from her to staring over her shoulder, then smiles began to crop up throughout the party
of rescuers. Evy spun around, she held her breath, her heart began to race. She forced herself to
look around as shirned.
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It was Rod and his party, along with several others. Rod was safe and walking toward her!
Evy ran to him and flew into his arms with so much force the men behind them had to keep them
from falling to the floor of the elevator. Evy kissed Rod fusiyuand Rod returned each kiss
with one of his own.

There was laughter from the lift group and applause from the rescue group, but neither Evy
or Rod heard. They stood there embracing, kissing, as the world around them temporarily
vanished. For that momeanhly each other existed as they kissed again and again, then Evy

buried her sobbing face into Rododés neck.
AWeeél..thought. .o She whispered softly.
AWedbre fine Evy. 1 6m sorry we took so | ong,

make thanwefist t hought . o0 Rod stroked her hair and
the scope of what youbre going to see. 0

She stepped back a pace as if double checking that her love was really here. She ran her
hands across his chest and looked him up ancdhdow i At | east youdre back
started to move toward Rodds embrace once agai

AEvy.. 0 Zak smiled war mly, Afét heredl | be tim
bet these guests Rod brotgh wi t h hi m are about ready for som
Zak signaled for the security troops to go up and bring down the Gravs and the no longer needed
sleds. The men entered the lift and the doors closed.

Evyturned tothe new groupandsmied s he reddened slightly. #fAC
that we were so worried about thisé. o

Rod smacked Evy on her butt teasingly, AnAhenmn
lift area and get food, remember? Not stand around here inthe garageaakice ap ol ogi es . ¢
grinned and motioned the group toward the much warmer area outside the lift garage and as they
all passed she shook each of their hands and smiled warmly.

Rod brought up the rear and as he passed Evy she smacked him on the balckant his
teasingly.

AHey what was that for?0 Rod whispered.
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AFrom now on mister, i f you slap my ass |ike
in public. o Evy snorted playfully as she tos:

She strutted out, swinging her behind teglsirand joined the rest of the group as Rod stood
there grinning as he watched her nicely shaped rear end sway in the tight white heat suit Zak had
given her.

iDamné | did miss her So. 0
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Chapter 18.

Rod said hi to all his friends and introduced the new comers to the others in the no longer
needed rescue party.

Zak hugged Rod and snorted, ARGl ad to see you
Evy you probably got | &ghedandhiggedazak agam. wor ry. o |

AWhereds Stel? Evy?0 Rod asked as he | ooked
Evy | ooked around, well she was just here a
stowing gear while you were maki mg tiahHemmmt rnoodw
where did that gir!l go?o0

As the gathering left the lift area and stepped out into the street Stella burst through the group
and | eaped into Roddés arms, wrapped her | egs
her might. Rod swung haround as she kissed him all over his face rapidly again and again.

Finally he lowered her and she regained her composure.

AWe thought maybe you hadéodo She smiled, ATha
AJust me?0 Evy protested, AMe? Seems | remerm
Stella grinnedatty, t hen Rod as she interrupted, fWel
Evy just frowned and shook her head.

Rod put his finger to her |ips and smil ed, A
everyone has such little faith in my being abletotake e of mysel f. 06 He gl an
who got a sheepish look to her face as she lipesyhc t he words #fAWho me?0.

Rod hugged Stella again as the group started breaking up into smaller parties.

Aok al l of you that are asguartesgnesdandbessrdito w o ur
assign someone to show them around a bit bef ol
of you get some food and relax a bité Thereos
evening. o

220



Worlds of Survival.

The small parties allleftidi f f erent directions and Zak shoo
left with the leaders of the new comers.

Evy gave Stella a sly grin. A have to run b
from your room, sorry bufatlooks | i ke youdre |
Stella winked at Evy, AWhy do you think | wa

place when | saw he was back. The house | told you about, remember? | figured you all would be
talking for a while, so | got your stuff and took it over thére.

Evy looked strangely lost.

ARemember |1 told you he usually stays at the
here that he wusually never uses?0

AOH! Now I remember! The dusty one you told
Stell a Meamnu!lghhdayeri coul d do a decent job of ¢

lovebirds holding onto one another like they were joined at the hip.

Rod | ooked at Evy as he gave her a |little hu
direction of hisplace. Hetuend and | ooked at Stell a, AYou c¢comi
Stella waved and | aughed, ANaw, you two go a
giggling. ASomehow | think three would be a ci

Evy looked at Rod and he at her, both puzzled, they just shruggedebtels gi ddi ness ¢
Roddébs returning safely. Arm in arm they strol]l
they were together.

Surprisingly Rodo6s |iving quarters were only
much t o Evy admissed him s much &d arelir could wait to get to his place
before she was all over him. He unlocked the door and motionénisftove to enter.
With excitement bursting from every pore on her body Evy burst through the door and froze!

Evwdidaquuk scan of the visible rooms and | ooke
to believeé..and a | ot dustier!o She grinned
here as she nodded in the direction of the sheet covered furniture.
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Rod closedhe door and watched as Evy walked around the room, then vanished through the
doorway on the other side. Rod followed after a few seconds and watched as Evy slowly
removed the dust covers from the dresser and bed. Dust fell off and onto the floor heddvy s
her head in disbelief.

il put those on about a year ago. 0 Rod sheep
dusty. Stella would come over now and then and clean, but | figured covering things would make
it a bit easierteh,hes.a Redl smwkbetdjehfs

Evy nodded and replied, AThat she is Rod. |
window and light actually tried to enter the room.

AMy God baby, how | ong has it been since you
dust fdl to the floor from the window.

Rod | eaned against the door jam and thought
Oh Hel | noé.six years at | east Hon. o
ROk that explains why there is no electricit

i Wh oa, n oake neountd be themmheavy here, | told Stel to stop wasting her time
coming here and cleaning as | wasnot | iving h¢

Evy just shook her head and finished fol ding

Rod still I eaning ondmhguaeaosoirng atmhame sme | £adme
that one sheet still on the bed?o0
Rod | ooked at the floor as if trying not to

ACovers of any kind? Bl anket maybe?o0
AUhhh, nooo. o

Evy was not goi ng tdromom aménitiels put a dangpererdhss hdma c k o f
coming. First she peeled off her snowsuit, then she slowly strutted across the room, slowly
unbuttoning, her blouse. Making sure she showed nothing, yet allowing him to see she wore
nothing underneath. Evy slowlyisad her arms and slid them up from his chest and around the
transfixed Roddés neck. She sl owl vy, gently Ki s:¢

222



Worlds of Survival.

Rod could feel her hot breath and hear her heavy breathing. No longer could he restrain
himself. As Evy squeele®od swept her off her feet and into his muscular arms, he kissed her
passionately. Moving ever closer to the bed the heat of passion rose. Once he felt the bed bump
his shins, he stopped and kissed Evy deeply again.

Rod coul d feel Emyadrse ot Mow amyh lasv es.heNow,
| onger . o

With one hand | ocked around Rodb6s neck, Evy
unbuttoned blouse and grasped her breast. Her head fell backward as her chest heaved in passion,
fromhersoftpbs she moaned passionately, ANow my | ovi

Rod playfully tossed Evy in the air toward the waiting mattress and started to pull off his
shirt. Evy squealed and giggled as she flew through the air, until she hit the mattress and
vanished in a dud of dust!

Rod froze in horror as the dust cloud grew. The dimly lit room fell into an uneasy silence as
within the dust cloud, Evy could nowhere be seen. From the now settling cloud of dust, Rod
heard quite dusty Evy qubeeetn ys ignrcoea ny, o ui Juussetd htoh

Rod bent down to scoop Evy back into his arm
l ong |I stayed in the barracks. o0 He put his Kkneg
sharp ACRACK! 0O
The bed shatteradnt o sections and the mattressés al ong
wound up falling forward and right on top of Evy creating a somewhat larger cloud of dust than
before. They both coughed as they vanished in the surrounding cloud.

The dust settledightly as Evy looked at Rod. He raised up a little and started laughing
uncontrollably. Trying to get her breath, she
€.l ooké youbreé.o There were no more words, E

Rod got upwalked across the small room and looked in the mirror, he was covered in dust.
Hi s entire body and face were ashen white. Dus:
believe this much dust has accueadéanddustdlewi n s uc!
everywhere. Evy roared with laughter.
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Evy got enough composure back to | augh out,
dust keeps falling from your headéodo Again she

Rod stood there and shook his head again as metdlew and Evy laughed so hard she was
crying. He stood there hands on his hips and frowned, Evy laughed harder gasping for air, yet
she managed to raise to a sitting position up:«
ti me you du sdaid pointindte theeratiresdshve yas sitting on.

Rod picked up a hand mirror, dusted it off and looked at ¢linagjain, Evy roared.
Rod walked over to the bed and held the mirror down toward Evy. The laughing stopped!

Now it suarrstol&ghdad Evy jumped to her feet and ran to the dresser mirror, dust
fell off and left a dusty trail as she moved and Rod laughed even harder. She turned around and
the dust in her hair fell out trickling down her shoulders and over her nakesidrea

Rod was roaring and pointed at Evyods nicely
AWhen was the | ast time you dusted these?0

Evy grinned and flew into Roddés arms and fAPo
them as once againthedt put a damper on Evydés plans for

For the next few minutes both coughed and sneezed as they tried to stop the laughter. Finally

it was Evy that managed to speak. I n her sexi ¢
guesswe canstaity t aking a shower together. o She | ed
opened itand walkedimt¢é . The cl oset!

AGrrrréo Evy screamed as she grabbed RodO6s hat
the bedroom, the one to the bathroom. Gatheringgfeaind trying her best to quell her

frustration with Rods nightmare of a place, s
rel axed, soéo She ran her hand down her breast
as Rod struggled to stopiskering. Evy looked at the dust falling from her breasts, then at Rod.

NfnGeezzz, baby itds been so |l ong theyobve gathet

Rod lost it completely as he leaned against the sink to keep from falling. Evy joined him and
soon neither could hardly standn&lly Evy pushed off of the sink and winked a dusty wink as
dust fell off her long lashes. She headed toward the shower. She turned and again more dust fell
from her long ponytail. They both started snickering again.
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AMaybe wedd justbefeantereittatkker aofs hosvedi es fr o
warmly as Rod walked over to next to her and turned the shower on. There was a groan, some
rumbling, then several spurts of brown rusty water, then a substance looking strangely like mud
oozed from the fautend plopped into the dusty tub.

Evy gasped, fAWhat the hell i's that stuff? It

Rod turned and stared at Evy and she at him
this just isnét going to happen is it?0

Rodthought for a second, then reached into a cupboard under the sink and pulled out a towel.
He shook it to make sure it wasnot dusty, thert
himself.

Al 6m really sorry baby. 0 Rod byterhénd.éled as he |
scooped up her Dbl ouse, shook it out, then han:i
said with a grin.

No sooner than Evy got her blouse buttoned, Rod latched onto her hand, grabbed their two
bags and out the front door theanished. Still hand in hand they walked back toward the lift
area.

ABack to the | i ft? Why?0 Evy asked, but Rod
next to the lit conp | e x . AShanads Hotel ?20

Through the door they went, dust still flying @ffthem and into a fairly large open area with
a counter. Rod led Evy up to the counter and the man behind, turned. His jaw dropped as he
beheld the two dust covered lovers.

AEvy this is Dan Shana, he owns this joint.

Dan reached out and shook her hand and smil e
Dan then | ooked at Rod, inHI Rod. Donoét t hi nk |
need a visitor room?o

A Hi Dan. Yeah, we need tahylyyoom. 060 Rod replied
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AOne thatoés been cleaned iné. Oh, | etbés sayé
more dust fell out of her hair, then added, i
shower . o

Rod looked down at the floor as more dust fell fromHas.

Dan | ooked at Rod and grinned, AChri st Rod vy
over Dands face, AYou did, didndot you? That e:

AExpl ains what?0 Evy asked.

ARod hasnét | ived in that old pJ atButf ocam&tar
i magine that much dust. o He | ooked at the powt
wiped his finger through some of the dust that had fallen on the counter.

Rod turned and stared at Evy. She turned and strained to imagine whatzalasygrod.

AYou know Evy, now | think about it. Maybe t
been keeping it clean for me, she said so everl
Evy dusted herself off a bit more. ALooks |

Dan leaned tward the pair, squinted and shook his head slowly as he looked at the dust on
his finger. AFunny | ooking dust too. Kind of

Evy held up her hand and looked at the dust, she sniffed it, then she put it to her mouth. The

tip of hertonguesll v t ouched the powder. ATal c. Il thin
AHuh. O

ABaby this is Talcum powder not dust! o Evy e
aéo A puzzled | ook came over her, AYou use Tal

i Me nHell n@! Evy that stuff is hard to find now days, there is only a small amount of

Talc that comes from the salt mines, itds rar ¢
every time | wvisit the mines wpeantiladeepfrovens é. 0 R«
appeared.
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ASTELLA!!! That wasndét funny!! o6 He roared as
Evy and Dan | aughed hysterically as Rod start e
arm and gently turned him back to the cmunDust flew everywhere as Dan roared with
laughter.

Evy | ooked at Dan and smiled, AThink weoll b
ABef ore someone strangles his little sister. o

Dan handed Evy the key. She took Rod by the arm and smiled. Rod led&mytite
hallway as Evy chuckled once again.

ASo | Om guessing this has been going on for
pl ace. Guess thatodés when she did it.o

Rod finally managed a smil e, NYealhstatadd&r si nc
years ago when | handed her a present |1 6d fout

APresent ?20

Rod | aughed as he unl ocked the door to their
dead and | knew Stel was nuts aRodchuckkedasdyi ng
he |l ed Evy into the room and closed the door.

ASo she thought you were pranking her?o

AnYeaah, I guesséA few weeks | ater | pull ed o
legs. You know her hard it is to get peanut butter? Better yet, do you know how hard it is to
remove peanut butter from a snowsuit? Anyhow i

Evy | aughed. Al 6m surprised Zak didnét put a
AnHel l Evy, he gets amkingkneut !of Reedeigngnwleeat
pervert! Sometimes it wildl take a year or mor ¢

Evy had wandered into the bathroom and now could Rod hear the shower turn on. From the
bat hroom door hleusesflpamd [&d with a puftlan ghé fioor, hollowed by her
pants. A tiny |little piece of | acey materi al
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i Wh at t he Hel |l i s that 20 Rod shouted over th

AOh, | etds just s aoyn Dtfelpll aacheass tsoh svheodd mda ne el
over the showerds spray.

Rod picked up the tiny |little panties and | o
guess!o

=1}

Baby hurry up, | 6m getting hot!o

AnOf course you are, jusltawtghedt hhi@l teapes ae us
bat hroom. 0o

Altdés not the water 1 6m taking about silly!o

Rod looked toward the bathroom, dropped the tiny panties and entered the now steamy
bat hroom. Through t he f og ghhebddytwrengandtwieting Rod c ¢
as she let the hot water run over her. She bent down and rubbed her tapered legs. Her silhouette
left little for his imagination. Rod ripped off his clothes and slowly shut the bathroom door.

AWhyodd you cl osse the door baby?

Rod stepped into the shower and with a sly g
get out . o

AHeat ? What heat? The showerds fine. o
Rod moved to Evy as she | ooked down and sigh

There was a giggle, a sigh, then steras the long parted lovers reunited at long last.
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Chapter 19.

Evy and Rod were happy for almost two full days before someone found their secret lair. A
sudden banging on the dagtartled them and caused both to jump. Rod got up from the small
table they had breakfast on and went to the door. Somewhat frustrated about the early noise
pulled the door open so fast it startled Stella.

nSi s? What the Hell €hei gol BWadbgenpgusbd éaniyg

ARod, you and Evy have to come qui ck. Dad se

Evy wal ked over to the two and teasingly, ge
Tal c!o

Stella grinned, ALi ked that did you?bo

Rod frownedandews about to verbally | ay into his si
l i ke it. That was funny, you should have seen
Stella got a really puzzled | ook on her face
ASure, Rod and I h awdh otloe sd aayys hteoar eo uarnsde Igvoets .t ow
Stella, fAiNot to mention although Roddés pl ace
much better. At Il east until | can get over t he

Now it was Rodbés turengtod baist umnmgddentEy@k Yot
can handle yourself out above in the world ice, survived cannibals and Scar, killed a traitor and
now youobre telling me you do the housewife thi

Both girls | aughed as mdnhtoyotherevdesthingsgdr yaveryaip | i e s
forgotten the | ast few nights already. 0

Stella continued by tossing in her two cents
already proposed to Evy?0

Rod swallowed hard, looked at Evy smiled sheepishly and spunchemehgrabbed both
their bags they had retrieved from his place days before.
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Al expect hedll ask me someday Stel. Though
days. 0 Evy teased, Alt seems to beéo

Rod tossed Evy her bag ending the conversatiem thssed Stella his bag and snapped,
AYou two are very funny, but i f Zak sent for 1
two grinning females and added as he squeezed between them and out the door he went, adding
as he passed, AWomen! o
The grls turned and followed giggling all the way.

Luckily the meeting was a short distance away as Rod had just about all of the teasing he
could take. Through the door and up the stairs he went, bursting through the door and plopping
down into one of the chia at the meeting table, which Evy deduced was apparently his chair.

Evy whispered to Stella, Al take it Rod is o
nodded the affirmative.

The room was the same room the council met and made all decisiohs @ity. On the wall
were things from the ages past, relics whods
the walls was a locked glass bookcase that held some of the historical documents of the city.

Evydés jaw near | y haraundintkreazement dhe peapde frenhtlee | ook e d
underground cities, the cityds council me mber
from the mines Rod had grown up in. As Rod sat at the table, all looked over to him and his
somewhat late entry.

Helooked around then grinned, @ADondét ask! o Tho

The girls sat with the rest of the spectators away from the table. Zak stood and Rod noticed
that the meeting was being sent out over the
camea signaled for Zak to begin.

AGood morning | adies and gentl emen. 0 Zak was
ALast night our friends here notified us that
cities arrived with even greater news. o0

Rod looked around at the new comers and they too were all smiling like parents awaiting
their children to open presents at Christmas. He sensed, this truly was going to be a great day.

230



Worlds of Survival.

AThey informed their | eader amhdsutaeetdtadeld me,
to our new homes in the underground United St

There were murmurs from the gallery as Zak ¢
machines have reached an area directly below us. A little while ago their leader Tom,feand
others placed a sonic marker in one of the fie
and the building of the |lift is already under

More and more people started filtering into the meeting. All started applauding the news.
Going out on the surface was extremely danger
brought a new vitality to those dreading the move.

Zak motioned for alll to sit or stand al ong t
told are all prefaricated and should be finished within a month. We should be able to begin the
move to our new homes within a week after that. This is great news for those of us that have
elected to stay in the city. Wedl |lovedbonesbe coni
any time we desire.o

One man stood, ALet me get this right. You s
to be built?b9d

Tom stood and smil ed, AfThat 6s correct. You s
and waterinsome arekss I ncr eased, so over the | ast cent t

machinery. o
The man | ooked around the room and chuckl ed,

Again there was more applause and some laughter. Cheers could be heard from outside and
Rod arose and looked outthe windo A Ever yone that was downt own
standing out in front of the hall. Looks like many have their comms turned way up so all can hear
these meetings. 0

Zak smiled and continued, ADuring these next
and who wants to stay. Lists will be made and those going will be given a number to show the
order they will leave in. This city still can be a beckon for anyone left out there in the world
above. There may be ot her ploststieasnolongdeean Evy 6 s D
sustain themselves as the | arge gl aciers | oom
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Zak | ooked over the room slowly, sadly. Al w
street | had with most of you. But Stella and myself talked it over last night ait:de¢o stay
here inthe onlyhome wev e ever known. 0
He smiled even more, i know t here are quite
told me so since the new comers came. Rod went to check out the new living conditions and
even with all thewondrous things Rod gave in his report he handed me when he got back, many
are still staying. To those, | say, | look forward to seeing you again. For those leaving, | say may
you have a great | ife in your new homes. 0

Zak sat down to thunderous applauske Thairman of the council dismissed the meeting by
saying there would be more information later and all got up and left the meeting. Zak stood
looking out the window smiling as Evy and Rod walked up next to him. Rod started to speak, but
itwas Zakthad i d s o. ARemember all those stories | t
as if he were dreaming, yet there was something in his voice.

Rod butted i n, AYeah, the old 6A man will co
new land. Ha! Guessyoursor i es were wrong Zak. o

APerhaps Rod, perhaps, but you were born und
brought them here. You went to see their underground and returned to lead the people of the city
to a new |l and. o0 Zak | ooked over to Rod.

AYeah ubuJdtoryot i1t was Evy that set off the bl
Evy snuggled up to her 1l ove and | eaned her h
baby, you were the one that found me too. o

Rod moved away from both Evy and Zak,tureed d c huckl ed, fAYou t wo a
shi ébo

Zak interrupted, ARod, there was al ways one
youngsters doné6ét | ike puzzles. You see the | a:

AA man from t he u ntdeeity githbis mate after chlling strangedriertd®

from afar using a light that will oughine the heavens.

He will led the people of the city to a place far froerénto a wondrous new land.

Before leaving to this new land two will be one and thewonel | | ead us to the n
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Zak grinned, ADoné6ét you see?0

Evy snuggled once again against Rod and nodded. Rod on the other hand looked lost as he
replied, AAhhh, nooo. o

Zak motioned at both of t hem. AYoudbroe t he ma
came back here with you new mateéo

AAha! There youbre wrong Zak. Evy wasndét my
out there. o

Evy snuggled even deeper into Rodds chest an
| fell for you that time yotheld me all through the night. | was going to do anything to show you
we were destined for one another. o

Rod hugged her, AEven if you had to kil!l Eri
Zak, A We | | you got me thewantgdeEgsyl bdapret gt
wi nked and added, AAnNd | sure as hell want ed

Evy playfully punched Rod.

Zak grinned, ASee the | egend didndét say | ove
being lovers. Then you two did call stgers from a far land. Sure it was Evy that made the
bl ast, but you showed her how to do it. oo

Rod shook his head sl owl vy, AChrist!o Then he
for this | oad of crap too?0

Evy teased, AThe | egend of Rod!o

Rodjustb ook his head in disbelief. AOk t hené. Wh
and so forth?0o

Zak smiled war mly, AEvy Rod told me before nh
when he got back. o0 Zak | ooked at Rod, AHas t h:
Rod kissedEvp n t he f orehead, ANot in the | east Zal
guestion tonight, get married next weeké. Aw
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Evy hugged her soon to be husband. Thrilled he had just let the cat out of the bag.

Zak gotasmuglookoni s f ace. fASee? You two get marrie
you two | eave youdl | |l eave as 6oned family anct

Rod turned to |l eave and grinned back at Zak,
butm Ih®t buying iteée.. it was a good try anyhow

ARod guess iIitds time you should see this. o
unl ocked it. He pulled out the old | eather bol
Zak openeditandpoit ed t o a Clheagpdrds mamd& eMy tohs. 6
He turned to a page titled 6The New Land. o

Rod scanned t he page. ARnSo Itdés as youobve t ol

Evy kept reading, gasped, then stepped back and stared at Rod in what he thought to be
disbelief or maybe awe?

AFog my | ove, but you arenét going to get me
The now wide eyed Evy pointed to the book an

Rod looked and read,;
ATwo wi | | be o0neusdorthe newwhard. one wi | | | ead
The stranger fromhte underground, who will lead us will bear the sigil of the northern star
Pol aris. o

Evy muttered in al most a reverent tone, fABab
itds shaped | i ke a five pointed star.o

Zak smiled, A r e mmanklwben kficst saweyeuidowg inth@raine. bi r t h
Remember | was addressing all of the young people for volunteers to join the old Rescue
Di visi on?0

AYeaaah?0 Rod slowly muttered.

AwWell when you turned around to piherkkouup vyour
had to be the | egend. You bore the sigil and |
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Rod sat down so hard the chair he dropped down in creaked and slid back several inches. He
| ooked at Zak, then Evy. AChrist! o

A Rod we t dihgkrarded beffore Zdk tolgl as all this, Neither of us could have

knowé. My God baby, we were fated to meet! o EV
going to marry a | egend!o
Rod was now completely |l ost, ABut how? Who w

Al t was heycatiedthg Brgphdt. He made many forecasts that came true, or so they
say. 0 Zak was enjoying being right foreven more

something.

The stories he had been telling each generation was coming true before higeesye A Al | t he
|l egend said has come to fruition. All that i s,
Rod | ooked up at Zak, AYoudre enjoying this

and slid his arm through Evyds and hdéidbeed f or
head on his shoulder.

The two left and the large wooden door of the room slowly closed as Zak listened to their
footsteps quietly vanish into the distance.

Zak grinned warmly and whispered, AAnd | i ke
after!o

The End.
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Sandwedge.

Preface.

Man, after centuries of dreaming, finally traveled to the stars. Leaving his own solar system
and traveling to planets beyond his ancestors wildest dreams he reached out. At first to the
closest planets, then outward to intergalactic travel. Always seelingys going further it was
mandés dream to reach the furthest star.

In the year 2281 an lon drive pushed man to the speed of light. Within two years man had
discovered wormhole travel that allowed him to travel vast distances in short time spans and man
pushed outward.

In the year 2333 the newly established Space Exploration Agency sent three spaceships to a
system named Quadra located in the Crab Nebula some 6500 light years from Earth. There
would be no rescue, no help to call on. They were on their ow

2344 after eleven years of suspended animation the ships arrived. Within a week a small base
had been established in the fourth planet called Quadra 9. Two of the three ships had arrived, the
third was missing and did not appear during the time the dmsp was built. All aboard were
feared to be lost.

Little could the two ships that landed on Quadra 9 know the third ship had a drive failure and
after a makeshift repair, was back on its way to rendezvous with the others. Still out of
communications rage the lone ship pushed on toward its destination.

During the years the explorers slept, time on Earth passed more quickly. Even using the
worm hole over forty seven years had passed on Earth. S.E.A had improved the ships with a
dimensional drive that ctdispeed along many times faster than the ships that had left decades
earlier. Once in a worm hole their speed was increased even more.
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This fleet of new ships were sent out to find out how the new colony was faring. Soon they
were in the Crab Nebula quigkgaining on the explorer ships. Picking up the slowly moving
message that the third ship was missing, the S.E.A now slowed the fleet to find the missing ship.
The new ships now followed the decades old lon trail of the older, slower explorer ship.

Aboutthe time the third ship arrived in Quadra, the fleet of four new S.E.A ships arrived. All
sped toward the planet of Quadra 9 once the lost ship was contacted and brought in tow with
grappler beams.

There had been no communications from the base on QBadsathey approached, a single
escape ship was found orbiting the Earth sized planet. The fleet maintained a high orbit.

A rescue ship was flown to the escape ship after detecting one life form and minimal life
support. A lone survivor was brought aboardl the fleet unexpectedly left the system of
Quadra, never going to the planet, nor returning to the system. Rumors spread among the fleet.

The newly promoted Rear Admiral Samuel Godwin had sent a harried message to Earth
Command from the brand new babkatthad been built on Epsilon 5 to establish the S.E.A in the
Crab Nebula. The entire system of Quadra 9 was closed to all exploration. All ships and fleets
gave the system a wide berth and for over three decades not one ship dared travel to Quadra or
anyplanet within. The files were closed and sealed. The system of Quadra was quarantined.

Now over three decades later one lone ship would return.
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Chapter 1.

Commander Anthony Starre walked down the corridevard his quarters. Finally he had his
first long awaited command. To his amazement he was given command of the SEA Eagle. The
Eagle was the newest, finest deep space explorer ship ever built by man and now as he strolled
down the halls of its gleaming whi corridors he pondered his fortune to this point in time.

Tony was an orphan and was adopted by the fI
He always felt no matter where he lived at the time, he never felt like he was home. Even with
the loving family that raised him, he felt as if he were a stranger. Tony would stand out in the
back yard at some evenings and stare at the night sky. There was always something pulling him
to look to the stars, drawing him hypnotically.

With the fleets Admial being his adopted dad, and his aptitude for command, getting into the
academy was easy and one step closer to the very stars he stared at night after night. He and his
Stepbrother Sam, graduated less thaear ago with honors.

Now his first commandjis first assignment, was to go to a planet only two ships had landed

upon a little over three decades before. To find out what had happened and why the order was
given to ban travel to that solar system. Sam was his second in command and Tony wag strangel
content for the first time he could remember.

Being the top of his class in just about every school he ever attended, then cruising through
the Space Academy a year faster than anyone else, he was strangely drawn to the story of Quadra
and the lostolony. Nor did he believe the stories of Quadra being ready to super nova. There
was somet hing about all the stories that |just
ever written anything other thanetlsuper nova theory.
Just a couple of pageaphs in a history rich with tomes of exploration reports and scientific
reports about everything, only a couple of paragraphs? Now Commander Tony Starre would get
his chance to find out what was going on. His dad, Admiral Sam senior had generally briefed
him and given him sealed orders, but things we

Tonybés ponderings were snapped by the sound
around just in time to see his best friend and second in command skidding to a halt.
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ATonyé erderCo mmawneg albogee for ydusio ki n
Seems the LT is | ooking to finish wtnase game of
Marine types are about | osing.o0 Sam playfully
like a chance to get eventiiyou as well, Commander.

Sam Godwin Jr. was not only Tonyés friend an
Admiral. They had been friends since as | ong
since his mother had died during his birth \tout in deep space.

The Admiral never liked talking about his birth as it seemed to bring back a flood of bad
memories. All Tony knew was she died and he was born, the rest was history. Finding only
sealed records, talking to others he could find ncenmafiormation. He had a picture of his
mother and father taken the day they left Earth for Quadra and no more.

Sam senior was his daddés best friend and had
destruction of the colony. How he managed to get his preguige into an escape ship before
whatever befell the colony happened. All information on the rest had been sealed, or buried deep
in the vaults of the S.E.A! Tony never believed the planetary tremor story that supposedly
destroyed the colony. But that svéhe story and it fit the rest he heard, until he was briefed on
his mission.

Just as Sam Sr . and Tonyds dad had been best
same experience. They had been inseparable growing up, in the Academy and now shared in
being posted on the Eagle.

nSam, guess you should see this my friend. o
just got back from the communications room anof¢

ATo Commander Anthony Starre:

As previously ordered proceed@uadra 9 of the system Quadra and investigate the cause
and loss of the explorer ships Herrod and Jessup. Seek cause of mission failure, gather data and
information on the planetdos |ife forms, i f an
areasaround the planet its self.

This mission is now ordered to proceed!

Extreme caution should be taken at all times, in and around the planet.
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Once accomplished, return to the S.E.A Science complex on Epsilon 5 for debriefing.

ATTENTION:No crew members arto stay on the planet for more than sevdnty hours.
No crew member will be allowed to go to Quadra 9 more thentone!
This is a direct order from Admiral Godwin and the S.E.A Command Board.

Good |l uck Eagle. o

Sam looked up and overto Tonyas Tetmg a me d wi del y. ASam, donot
down to the planet. I get to find out what haj
il know Tony, I asked my dad to see i f we <co
you want answers. o0 Hel gdo.nnledovdimHre dr d gaeume sof
Sam grinned, AHel |l Tony he already had per mi s:

command. 0O

Tony | ooked at Sam and sl apped him gently on
your dado.fo sAadnoeosks crossed Tonyobs face, ASam vy
mom and dad, | ike my own, but | 6ve never felt
have given me, there is always this.tOhing in t

Tonyds | amenting was interrupted by an Ensig

up and double check the information you sent up earlier. Seems the computer will not allow the
helm to proceed. 0 She paus edcoamchteaydudgavd taken a w
us into a code Zulu quarantine zone. There must have been some mistake. Just passing within a
parsec of the Quadra system is a court marshal

Tony grinned and told the orderly to go back dmat the would join the bridge soon. As she
turned and walked off Sam elbowed Tony in the ribs.

ANow t hat my friend is one nice wiggle she h

AiSam you idiot, youbre a command officer and
of fenses. 0 Notnyevawgheuwr, dad could save your &

Sam gave Tony a sloppy two fingered salute and turned to walk away. He paused and
gl anced over his shoulder and grinned. ANo of |
Request permislsdi on to drool é sir
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Tony made a feeble attempt to kick Sam in hi
but I f she reports youdre bugging her, Il 61 | K i
your dad take his turn.o

Sam just waved as he passed through daly doorway and vanished down the hall. Tony
turned and headed toward the elevator that lead to the bridge. After a few seconds the elevator
doors slid open.

ACOMMANDER ON THE BRI DGE! 0 Shouted the shipo
and rubbed his heaas if trying to rub away a head ache.

ACommander, the damned navigati onal computer
up. o

Tony waved the Captain off, walked over to the command console and entered some
numbers.

AMi ssioonmi @t es eacompetg saegdblit.o0 T h

Tony | ooked at the shipbés Captain and grinne
programmed codes locked in the computer Jim. Only | can access them with my command
codes. That was just one of them. Just like you have secudésdo protect this ship, that only
| can over ride.

The entire bridge took notice, they all looked nervously at one another. The Captain walked
over to Tonyor disS? rT,hetyh oysoeu ckonow t hey are toéo

ACaptain, stand down e wdarelgoingand uwnkl daddretsdtlee greva r e
you are to just proceed like this is just another mission. Understood? No guessing, no
specul ation, just follow orders. o

The Captain snapped a salute to Tony as he walked off the bridge, then once Tony had gone,
he turned and looked at the bridge crew. They in turn were staring at him. He just shrugged and
snapped out the orders, AYou heard the Comman

The Captain slowly sank into his chair and looked at the large viewing screen in front of the
bridge He | ooked at his first engineer and mutte
heds doing pulling a mission |ike thisé. o Jim
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Chapter 2.

Tony sat in his quarters for a few houmngering the possibilities of the upcoming mission.
He sat upright and slowly reached for the microphone. He raised it to his lips several times, then
lowered it. How the Hell could he explain something to his crew that he himself knew so little
about? Henad been briefed, but so little was told and during that briefing he sensed things were
still being held back.
He gave a huge sigh, then raised the mike one last time. In his usual confident voice he spoke.

AAttention to all/l C gle this ;MCommbaadersStawet t he S. E. A
As you all have probably heard by the grapevine, we are going to the Quadra system. As we
were already in the Crab Nebula the trip will take only a few more days.

Our purpose is to find out what happened to the first expdieat set up base on Quadra 9
a |little over thirty years ago. I wi || confiri
on the planet and no one knows why. My mother escaped in an escape ship, but was almost dead
by the time the rescue fleeuhd her orbiting Quadra 9. She was nine months pregnant and |
was bornon the trip back to Epsilon 5.
| was told my mother never was completely coherent enough to say anything that made sense.
Command determined that rather than chance anotherdisdstert 6 d |j ust quarantit
Quadra system. Now we are going back and find out what happened and hopefully reopen the
entire quadrant for colonization.

I have given sealed orders to the command pe
departure. Tall section leaders you may now read these orders at this time. Adhere to whatever
was within these sealed orders. | was informed Command has planned everything to encompass
any problems they believe might arise.

Your section leaders will fill you in oruorather extreme safety procedures and
assignments.

That i s all. Good Il uck. o

Tony laid the mike down and slowly leaned back into his chair. He shook his head slowly.
ALIi ke t hey whate hampy einckcala 0
Thoughts of his father, his mother and whaist have been like for those first explorers.
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Those years in hibernation, the dangers they faced, made him shudder. Tony knew the next few
days would pass slowly for him as his impatience would prey on his mind over and over again.

Overthe nextfewdaysi s sl eep was mini mal, eating even
Lynn threatened to ground him if he didndét eat
was the shipds doctor and took her job and Tol

Teri sat across from Tony gming as usual when she had the upper hand. Teri knew any
medical situations out ranked even the ships stubborn Commander and she made sure Tony
ddnodot forget!

AYou will eat something and enough of éant t o K¢
suspect you haven6t been eating |06l Ilyognoend vy
ok. o

She arose from the tabl e and sthveWwithochyselfdlr ml y, Al
| et anything happen to you. Just give me your

Tony smiled warmly and nodded he would as he
Madéam, Doctor sirl!lo

Teri grinned and walked away from ttable in the officers mess after making sure Tony
had plenty of food to make good on his promise to eat all of it. She strolled over to the food
counter and pulled out another container of the high protein substance Tony called Slug Slop and
brought it ove to him.

AEat this instead of that junk you have in f
to fly.o Teri smiled warmly and gently put hel
sealed orders said something about the planets thick ateresaid needing all pilots to be in
top shape. | woul dndétr waontc rmays hf aavnodr i btuer nCoomma n «
Teri slid her hand off Tonyds shoul der sl owly
back at her. She turned and walked out the mess, glabaskgover her shoulder once to smile.

Sam strolled up and sat down. ADoc is one fi
with you.o

Tony frowned at Sam as he swall owed al most ¢
careful whathyydwokaeyl. around, AFi rst and forem
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woul dndét be right to date her even i f she did
toé. o

AAw come on Tony, 1 6m the closest typuing you
twerp. | see how you look at her, how the two of you look at each other, sneaking glances during
briefings and the | i kendégmil&avemly.ai d hi s hand on
AHel |l Tony, the two of you are peerrf eocft yfoour iefaéc

AEnough Sam and thatds an order. o Tony frown

purely professional. I dm in charge and she | u:

Tony gulped down his last bite of food and arose as Samsmilkdand de d, AWel | i f
really want to believe that line of crap you keep feeding yourself, fine, but you sure do what she
tells you andéo

AnSam, enough, Christ youdd think Doctor Lynn
got .0 Tony gRdatnnehamde Safm,t Miat happeni ng. o

Al 6m not too sure about that either Tony, if
| 6d be willing to bet Doc would kiss you in t|

ASam! o Tony frowned a ntdtresthHe wanted thedestSoaTonyd e ci d e
but with his track record with the women he h;:
advice. He looked up to say something to his Commander, but Tony was gone.

Tony had left the dining hall, turned and heattaslard the landing bay as Sam ran after him
to catch up. Stopping at 6Bay 106 Sam | ooked wt
t oéo

AWhy Sam, you believe everything you hear ?0

ADammit Tony you were the one édinatcods the dé o Sa
door opened and Tony vanished through the door. Sam cussed under his breath and entered after
him. They entered the landing bay and there in front of them stood a sleek ebony ship. Behind
was another and a third was sitting in front&fthe xt er i or bay door. Samds
stood there gawking at the ships. A larger fourth ship was partially assembled toward the rear of
the landing bay.
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N

When were these brought aboard, Tony?o0

=]

About three weeks ago Sam. o

AThree? Ahhbt,rahnhatLdndi hgybay disabled, ship

somet hing was up. Then all the hush, hush cr aj
ADammit man, that pretending the number one b:
thewor se thing about it all was, | bought your
Tony grinned, AYes you did Sam. o

Tony and Sam laughed as they strolled past the large landing transport ship toward the new
sleek black ships. He led Sam along side of the first ship. It wasalmhgarrow with two large,
flat outriggers mounted on either wing and one large flat one on the front mounted just under the
nose.

Al call them Sandwedges Sam. Theydre designe
Quadra 9.0

Sam was puzzl erdgw Avwvoat dtoh ey osuurkf ace is | i ke?0

AYour dad told me Sam and before you get pis
| was ordered not to tell anyone, even you. From what | gathered there are only a hand full of

people that know anything about Quadra9and what t hey know isndét a
Sam frowned, Al ol | have to have a word with
AiSam!/!o Tony | ooked sternly at his friend, AL

all my mother ever said cohertty. Other than never go to the planet and those on Quadra 9
could not be saved. o

iNot dead?o

ADondt know Sam, your dad said she told him
still there could not be s avandscierfsdaoficcmaostot he e
mention second in command. She even out ranked my dad and was, according to your dad, the
second highest medical officer in the fleet. So when she told you dad not to even get close to the
planet, your dad believed herandoeder t he s hi ps back to Epsil on E
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n We | | my dadodés told you more than he ever to
ASam, there was more, but mom made him pr omi
she never figured | 6d be the one fthecoloniesmni ng, o1

demi se. 0

Sam gently patted his friend on the back and

smart, it might have been someone el se on thi:
AOver my dead body Sam. | f | hadndt been cho
come all the same. They could have shot me | at
Sam roared with | aughter, AThat 6s probably w
reports and have me here as well to keep an e\

looked it over.

Tony wal ked up beside him and ran his hand o
can withstand the planets violent sand storms. It can land on the wide skids without sinking into
the deep sand i f we happen to | and on some. 0

3t

Deep sand? hCearren ylaongyo agai néo

ASorry my mom told your dad that most of the
places where there are mountains or plateaus are safe @heéhéhland masses.
I f a person steps on t he tidne Gyessshamateland tesasd d s i |
well é. 0

Tony | ooked a bit confused himsel f, AYou dad ¢
Tony | aughed, né. just deeper. I n the ocean yol
Sandwedges orthosesmw oe | i ke things over there- 0 Tony
foam shoes that slipped over their boots and
We put them on and wal k across deep sand?é. I n
but in an emergency, could save a |ife. Theyol

rations and gear. o

ALi ke in drown?06 Sam still couldnét get hi s
them, we drown in sand?o
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i g u e s s eeShe sand sgnples noom had on her clothes were perfectly round and
made of some unknown substance that acts |i ke
used for many purposes on Earth as hard as they are. Down on the planet, stepping into deep
smd would be deadl y. Hell , youdd slip right or
see it would be |i ke stepping into quicksand ¢
ARnSo therebs water in the sand? Why candt we

AAh, actually noésSameyFsamdt he dseparst a per s
sand to the rock bottom because itbés so round,
|l i ke Earthés sand. |l guess one might be abl e
betterst ck t o t he Wedges. o0

~

Sam patted the outriggers and grinned, Al se
wedge through this slick sand. o0 Sam chuckl ed :

Tony nodded as he scanned over the Wedges to make swesall order.

AWell my al most brother, | sure am glad | &m
wal king. 0 Sam teased knowing fulll we | | he woul

Tony grinned at Sam, fYeah, Dbrotherghtuy ou jus
to the time your ass |l ands on Quadra 9.0

The two men laughed as they walked around looking at the new craft and equipment. Lost in
their own world of examining everything new, neither stopped to consider the dangers that lie
ahead. The same dangérat may have killed the entire crews of two huge explorer ships. The
very dangers that may have killed his parents.

Sam knew Tony was the best pilot in the fleet and he was the second. Sam would fly the
second craft. The third pilot was still a mysteryt Bam knew in time Tony would fill him in on
everything.

AThe Captain wil!/l be in charge of the Eagl e
orders. o Tony gently grasped Samds ar m. AThos
preparedd wai t. Rescue will take ti me. Keep that i

247



Worlds of Survival.

Sam smiled at Tony and chuckl ed, AWel |l we ha
ot her Wedges i f we run into problems. 0
AYeah, assuming there are ary ateharon\Weddgeao wt

about the atmosphere and landing so far away from each other, Christ, this is what | pined for all
my | ife?o0

Sam chuckled and bumped him with his el bow,
what we wished for. o

Tony smiled angbatted Sam on the back as they vanished around to the other side of the

|l anding craft. Tony chuckled and added, AChr i :
that would rip a man apart 1 f it wasnot for t |
menti on, one wrong step and weol | be | ost f or

AYeah Tony, sounds | i ke the perfect vacation

going to beo.
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Chapter 3.

The Eagle had taken up orbit around Quadra 9 as the Captain announced their arrival over the
shi pbs communication system. The day finally
Tony hurried down the corridors of his mother ship his mind raeh with thoughts. All kinds of
thoughts, thoughts as to what to do when they landed, how they could land, if the Wedges would
work and mostly, what would he find once on gienet.

Now and then stopping to assure his crew all was in order or to aceepiéti wishes. He
turned a corner and almost ran into Doctor Lynn. He grabbed her arms with his hands and his
face reddened for the mishap.

i Oh, Teri, | 6m sorry. Wi th all the things ru
wat ching wheiaeagl @&ve been g

AOh! Tony, |l &dm sorry. I me an , |l 6m sorry sir,
ATeri, |l ook, | 6ve know you since the academy
know you can <call me Tony when thereds no one
Before Toy coul d finish his sentence, Teri threw

him passionately. Just as he gave in to her warm embrace, she pushed back and with tears in her
eyes tried to smile, but kept fiag with every attempt.

ATony St arnrieféf.eod ,Tefiréi. ysoudd better take care of
piece. 0 She reached out and gently caressed hi
for al most two years now and |1 &m notvegoing to
someone to come back to. o

Before the dumbfounded Tony could speak Teri, spun and hurried away around the corner
sobbing wildly. Tony stood there in the hall (
hi msel f, ATwo year s ? Ho wnagiogalsrdile &s hénglancedbbck e n s o
the way Teri had gone, he turned his thoughts back to his mission and headed down the hallway
towards the hanger deck.

Most of the crew were at their stations, but many that were not, stood behind the heavy
carbonized polglear walls of the launch bay. Although the walls were too thick to hear through,
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Tony could see many waving, saluting or just smiling as he approached Sam and the only
civilian on board, Hal Green.

iSam, Hal , you all r e a d yto the mmenmsitkey stdod tetheo r y 2 0 T
sides of their Wedges. Quick affirmatives assured Tony they were and he gave the order to get
under way.

The Crew chief walked up to Tony and sal uted
flight!o

Tony grinned aGam, nodded and the three climbed into the Sandwedges and buckled in. The
transparent cockpits lowered into place as the three donned their helmets as the flight crew
hastily departed the landing bay.

ASo Hal é0 Sam chi ded o v eivilialhan board godchosentoicd gu e s s

pl anet side. What a shock. One would al most b«
Ha l | ooked over to Sam and replied, AAct ual |
take readings sent back from the soefalhen last night Commander Starre dropped the
bombshell on me. o0 Hal chuckl ed, -spacmarind, gee'hav e |
Hey | etds volunteer Hal for planet side duty. c

Sam and Tony grinned over at Hal as the flight crews sprinteafétysand the hanger doors
opened to reveal the dark coldness of space. The large one man crafts lifted with little effort as
one by one they fired their directional thrusters and slowly moved through the doors and out of
sight of the waving crew. The daréss of space greeted them momentarily, then once out of the
ships shadow, there loomed the purplish hazed Quadra 9. Quadra the systems sun was behind the
planet and cast an ominous glow around its ninth planet as the ships lined up into their entry
formaiton.

AHey Tony? Did Doctor Lynn find you?0d Hal as
somet hing to give you. o0

AYeah Hal she found me and gave me something
over to Hal. He then motioned to Sam and Hal to advéoward the looming purplish colored
planet of Quadra 9 and the ships lurched forward as their main engines fired.
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ROk Sam youodore first in as you have the 1l ong
two seconds apart and about six hundred yardsagb Sam you have the biggest Wedge so you
should cut some of the atmosphere for the two of us. Orders said we should be able to ride
behind your turbulence. 0

First Samdébs ship entered the planetds at mosp
pumplish sun Quadra, rising on the planets horizon, sighed and shoved the stick forward as his
ship nosed toward planet entry slightly behind the other two ships.

Even through the well protected ships, the roar of the heavy atmosphere could be heard as the
craft were tossed and shaken.

ACommander , what the Hell i s going on? The e
at mosphere instead of a three. o
AHal 6s right Tony, these ships were not desi

Tony scanned his gauges the best he could as his ship was violently buffeted in the heavy

at mosphere. AWell guys, we dondét have the fuel
messéo Tonyds ship rocked vi ol properhtytude. If o5 a m, H i
drop the nose too far down into this crap weo\
Tony was interrupted by a scream as Hal 6s sh

wheel. The ship glowed for an instant, then disirdéagl with a burst of purplish red flame and
debris as it flew apart, then the parts all burst into flame and vanished.

AHal 6s gone Tony. 0 There was a pause, then S
hold the nose steady Tony. If I letit slide dgwn | & | | wind up | i ke Hal. |
over backward and stil]l bl ow apart. o

AHang on Sam, |l &m going to try something. o T

his forward thrusters. Nothing! He fired them again and the craft startsake the buffeting.
ASam! It worked! Fire your braking thrusters

Samdés ship flared into flames and broke apar
thoughts were shattered by a massive shaking. The craft graadedsnap could be heard. His
mind jumped to the present danger knowing grieving for his friends would have to wait.
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AChrist! That candét be good. 0 Tony thought |
before he could scan his instruments warning figiiérted popping up all over his console.
Alarms sounded as he struggled for control of his ship and the usually cool and collected
Anthony Starrestarted to sweat.
Now into the lower atmosphere he managed to level out. Still fighting the controls hgedan
to slow the descent somewhat, yet the planet rushed toward him far too fast. Tony swore and
jerked the control stick back and fired all his forward thrusters in a vain effort to slow his decent.
The efforts were of little avail as the ground was stilhed toward him as several glowing,
unidentifiable parts of his ship shot by him as he slowed.

With one last desperate pull, the nose of his ship raised and his airspeed startedydroppin
ANot enough! o
Tony yelled at his coarsotl kidbs ias m&tpegadi g utge , b 6
rushed up to meet him and Tony jerked the ships nose up one last time and fired all the braking
thrusters he had | eft. He c¢cl osed his eyes as |
hurt!o

The ship shmmed into the purplish brown sand of Quadra 9 with an explosion of dust and
debris so hard it stunned Tony. It slid for hundreds of yards skipping back into the air, while
other times plowing through ridges of sand. Tony snapped out of his half consstiateceist in
time to see a large outcropping in front of him. He threw the stick to one side then the other in an
attempt towrn the craft.
ANot hi ng? What the Hell i's going on?0 He shout
corner of his eye andirned just in time to see the right outrigger tumbling past his cockpit
window, tumbling out of control and obviously not still attached to his ship. Tony threw the
control stick to the left to keep the wing the missing outrigger was on from diggintpéensand
and flipping him.

AYoubve got to be kidding me. This thing is
the left outrigger fly past his cockpit, tumble into the air and bury its self into the sand. The nose
of his ship slammed into the deep daslid one complete circle and straightened back out in the
direction he was headed.

i Wo w! That was ¢l ose! 0 He muttered, t hen he
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AOh Shit, this just keeps getting bescrafter al |
slid upon the outcrop with a high rocky ridge looming directly in front of him. He slammed into
a smaller rocky abutment and with a sudden jerk came to an abrupt halt, the nose of his craft only
two feet away from the high stony cliff.

AWow! tNoaw 6 s what | call closéo Tony noticed
inner side mirror, he twisted around and pressed his face to the cockpits side, just in time to see
the first outrigger, still tumbling toward him. It loomed closer and closéeasinced he
managed to spit out one last obscenity and he ducked down as far as his harness would allow.

AAw, Chri st youdve got to be kidding!o Was a
slammed into the already cracked cockpit and everything aok. Only the wind blowing
through the shattered cockpit could be heard,
wind quickly waned.

The sound of sand trickling down through the broken canopy from where the wind had
blown it, that was therst sound Tony was aware of. His eyes fluttered open as he looked
through the shattered face shield of his helmet. He began to slowly move as his mind began to
clear slightly. He raised his head slowly and scanned around him.

The outrigger wound up propgen the side of the craft partially covering the right side of
his canopy. He unhooked his safety harness and slowly slid off to the left side of his seat and
onto the floor below. He reached over and blew the escape hatch next to him and slowly lowered
himself onto the rocky ground below.

Stumbling away from his craft, Tony noticed
much for S. E.A. engineering. Well done guys!o
thought passed of how deep he migave sunk had he wound up in the sand instead of this
rocky area. Walking around his ship Tony was amazed to find it had stayed mostly intact, but
instantly knew this ship would never fly again. Looking at the side of his ship where the radio
systems weréocated, he noticed a rather large gash and reluctantly looked in. Tony pretty much
knew what he was about to find and shook his head in dismay when he did, the left outrigger had
destroyed his radio along with most of his electronics.

Tony walked away fnm the Wedge and kicked a loose rock in disgust, sending it rolling
down the slight incline and into the sand. He watched as it slipped beneath the sand and rubbed
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his head like he was trying to rub away the anguish of his situation. He let out a frustrated
scream!

His next few hours were spend gathering up what could be salvaged and might be used to
survive this planetbdés harsh environment. Tony
to find shelter for the night. The morning would test his aédj this he knew. He had no
working radio, there was no other backup plan other than to go to one of the other ships. As he
had seen them explode, that plarswsaw off the table.

There would be no rescue within the exposure limits Command had gitleiriorders.

Tony did some quick calculations and found he was only about twenty miles from his
landing point at the location of the first expeditions base. There he might find shelter in the
remains of the ol d col ony opplietifihe staagegpstasissr er s hi p
chambers were still intact.

Tony looked out over the windswept sands toward his new destination. All he had to do was
get there and he might survive long enough for the other larger Sandwedge to be assembled and
some sort ofgscue organized. He knew the third emergency plan was for any one of them in
trouble to try to make the old base. That is if they survived!

AMake the old base?. .. How?0 Tony | ooked dow
three containers of watarnd t wo packs of food that hadnodét f

He looked back toward the desert, then at the empty shell of the outrigger leaning next to his
craft and screamed at the top of hisvoitéAnd whoés i dea was it to put
and water in the damned outriggers!!o

Tony was alone.
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Chapter 4.

Tony awoke as the purplish red sun bfrsoke thr
day on Quadra 9 began, as he crawled out from under the outrigger he had flipped over to shelter
himself from the ever blowing winds of the desert like terrain that surrounded him. The counter
was ticking. Hopeless as it seemed he did have timeat@ the old colony, if everything went
as planned.

Forgoing the food to silence his growling stomach, he looked over what was left from the
wr eck. ACrap!i mMmémostEHeelwechohhngdt
He looked at his outrigger as the wind rocked it back andfetthe n i t hi t hi m. ATo
idiot!o He sl apped his hand to his forehead, i
coul d | have mi ssed that simple of a solution.

He sprinted over to the outrigger and flipped it to where it sat on its upright on itenkatid
pulled the last remaining strut upright as its metal groaned in protest. Pulling out a pair of wire
cutters he dashed over to the craft and began to cut the wire control cables. Once he had enough,
Tony wired the makeshift mast and added anotherdorakrut for a top horizontal support, the
third strut made the perfect lower sail support as he tied it to the bottom part of the mast.

He stood back to admire his work when a glint of light hit his eye from the direction of the
remai ns of kage.Once morephé grinned aadcleapt into action. He removed the
undamaged front of his cockpitds windsbad el d at
it down.
With a little bit of work, Tony fashioned his tent and some thermal blankets into agle 6 V 6
shaped sail and carefully folded it around the lower horizontal mast, the then the top. He stood

back and grinned, ANow when | | ower the bott ol
and | wil/l sai l acr os $hen ds doult aeptdnto lhis rhkird hea b oat o1
muttered, AOr wind up capsizing and drowning I

It took almost another hour to move the newly created Sandwedge to the sands below the
outcropping he had spent t letdhe sailsdalitotheoopen Al ways
position. Finally he arrived at the deep sands below the outcrop and gently pushed his new craft
into the sand.
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Alt floats!odo Tony yelled in growing hope, t
floating on thisdamnedaln et . o

Tony made an i maginary swing of a bottle of
thee 6My Freakind | ast hoped!d He shouted as
outrigger.

Checked the wind for one last time and cautiougpsed into the outrigger, he lowered his
makeshift rudder into the rear tie down of the Wedge. He unfurled the sail by lowering the lower
strut to a horimntal position.

The Wedge leapt forward so quickly the seated Tony rolled backward and almoshtost @io

the sail as it slammed around until the wire that held it snapped taught. Soon the castaway was
sailing along on his sea of sand. Now and then the wind would die down to where he barely
moved, then it would pick up and he was off again. Tony fdunttial and error, he could catch

the wind at different angles to keep his speed steadier.

He even took time to look over his surroundings as they drifted by. Everything had a gentle
purplish hue, but there were varied colors of outcroppings that hedolagsStrange blue plants
of varied hues and shapes grew upon these outcrops. Now and then he noticed the color of the
sand he was on varied in color. Sometimes it swirled with different shades of color, other times
there were long parallel stripes ashiére was some current like anomalies going on. Yet times
he hit what he began to call a wave and plowed through it. The waves were actually ridges of
sand the wind had blow together and was in the process of sliding flat again, when the Wedge hit
them wih a resulting splash of colored sand.

ACrap on a cracker. o0 Tony mused as he | aid
yachting on a purple planet covered with bal/l
hilt. o

The day went on and he found hasaactually enjoying the beauty and serenity of his
surroundings. As the day wore on and into the late afternoon Tony looked more like a man out
sailing for an afternoon, rather than a nig/img to survive.

He had propped himself back against the stéimns Wedge again and steered a course toward
another outcrop he had noticed in the distance. It was small, but large enough to protect him and
his craft from the night winds. The strange feeling that had followed him all day was still

present. He felt ke he had come home!
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Upon reaching the outcropping the first thin

God. That és big enough ftori nnges .too sl eep in and
Then he smiled and sarcast i c alogywnndbaededmardis 0 Al | t
back | iving in a cave | i-ekweolduteildn!nogé. Chri st , t

Tony pulled his Wedge up onto the flat rock and tipped it over on its side. He laid a few
heavy rocks onto the mast to prevent it from being damaged in the strogigewinds. He
crawled into the narrow cave and laid out his sleeping bag. He laid a few large rocks and what
few supplies he had in front to help shelter himself from the evening wind when he laid down.

ANowéo He thought as hi sdbstea mpoccdd gtrionmd etdg eiaN
Tony ate a third of his meager rations, he sat and watched the purplish sun lower until it was just
below the horizon.

What happened next stunned the unflappable Tony Starre. The bluish hued plants all around
him started glowingarious hues of iridescent blues and faint greens. Others glowed an eerie
violet and still others gentle reds and oranges. He sat there with his mouth open, completely
stunned by the beauty that was displayed before him. Even some of the rock walteogi @&
of him had glowing streaks of blues, greens and purples which he figured was some sort of algae
or lichen.

Slightly below the outcrop in the deep sands various colors lay streaked among the dark sand,
as if his sailing has disturbed some stramigikescent minerals that had lain beneath the surface.

AMy God, such beauty in such a desol ate pl ac
camp gently touching the strange glowing plant life that laid scattered among the rocky outcrop.

Eventually a longlay and the stress of survival over came Tony as he crawled snuggled
deeply into his sleeping bag and make shift shelter, to protect himself from the winds and dust
clouds they kicked up with them.

The night winds howled and like the night before Tonyehaslept. Nodding off now and
then his instinctive mode would not allow him to sleep deeply.

Hi s eyes snapped open! His mind raced! fAWas
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